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CHAP, L 



MfiCLECT. 



A Ffiw days aftar the airiyad of Mrs. S^ 
cnerviUe*^ letter, Adela f<Hiad an opporta«: 
nity, at a paitjr wbi^ her aunt gaiie at 
home, 4SI hiold a ghoot uadistttrbed oattfe<!> 
rence wi^ Talltot'CleVldaiid tipoo a: wij^aQk 
peculiarly imterestkig tr» her. She ^sdM^HI 
aaw him except during difmpf^ nnA, :«icke| 
ahe had been in the iiQHse, IimI nerer fll^ 
«nth him a mottietit hy-h^sdL 

He was now, she jiad beea tald, upon 
the point of setting <Hit with a frieiid> oi| 
an <exeurfiioin, partly of pleasui^ apd partly 
of business, to the HigUaiUlB of Scotland, 
The season was an ui^osual one for such a . 
journey ; but Tatfaoit had many motives for 
wishing to try the effect which clmnge qf 
scene migb^t produce upon his mii^Ld; he 
jwas not happy in his present situa^biofi; anii^ 
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in that case^ even the most rational dispo- 
sitiort beoofne * restless iapd ' <h»irou» of ^^no- 
velty. 

Adela had yet rieceived from her mother 
not a single line in answer to her letters^ 
and grew hourly more ajajmeid at so perse- 
vering a silence.' Distrustful of the machi- 
nations of Mrs* CaineroQp and often filled 
with vague apprehensions of the mysterious 
nt^n^r whom iKe had bbtaiiied a nMmen- 
t£rf iff&infse <4 pveviiras^ te her ^epartuw 
ll^in Fine hodge, i^e was'i extretn^ spli^ 
eitou^ to ppevtit u)^0A l^Ibot to make some 
^KM^ofval efi^kies after La^ Kosalvan^ in 
Im way i^er to ev from the Highlands^ 
But thi^ waj^'^tlot a sut^oet which shecouM 
cpdn tf ^ciis^ l)efeve ^xsy thiixl person : sh^ 
^It some di6%i>es8) ii>dieed5 i« metilioiiing it 
te Titlbot alime ^ t&t such w^re the uitfertu* 
iiifttc conseqiieiices of Lady Rosalvan's eirrer^^ 
that even her own daughter, though sin«* 
eerely sfttaiChed to her^ was averse iVofii 
4)rihging ferWai^-her nameorrememferanee 
In conversation) and dreaded nothing so 
ihueh as to hear her spoleen of by others. 

A Ht^ cmbemnsed now. fo b^iti the 
vul^eiet^ she at length stoA fe Tftlbot, *^ Yenr 



•sister^ wy dear cou&i% w^rQ talking this 
jaom^Qg^ ..of y4>4r ,ha;^ing ts9me desigf> 1p 
tara ti^av^ler ftOoii«> Is it true? And have 
you r^Uy fixed upoa Sco^aud nas the place 
you mean to visit ^ *' 

' Talbot assured b^r that she had been cor* 
Mctly informed^ and added^ that he expe^^- 
jed to s€ft out in two or. three days.^ ; 

'^^ So soon r" cried; Adela. 

*^ Tell me," resumed' h^^ lyith some etn^ 
tioa^ ^^ wbat* makes you kind enough to 
inleresiyourielf at,all About the m^ktter?" : 

^^* ITou do not seem to remember/" mk- 
«fv^ed«he| 5^- the near r§lation«hip: I bear 
to^a recluse in SooMtl^nd^/whos^ arbode lieo in 
.tbe very track you purpose' tp puvvuej' 

^f Most. -true!" tori^d Talbot^ fecallecting 
'hi^wlfi ^^ I ought tQ 'have applied to yott 
jSmt your eammanda in that qiiart^, without 
fequiring tills hint. Have you. any lefXeff, 
any message^ any packet I can take ctiargp 

^^ Yoiftiwould oblige i»e beyond mea^ur^ 
hy. bei^ the bearer to her, in person, of a 
letter which I promise to get ready fol\you 
"Ni the vmarniu^ But this is pot all. I wish 
«f<wtabrifi^ we an; account of what may 
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4 TllAlTS OF KATUftE^ 

appear to yba ^e actual state of her 'spirits ; 
I am anxious to know who are her most 
frequent associates ; what her plans are -for 
the summer, and whether she means en« 
tirely to persevere in her present system of 
seclusion. But more especially, my dear 
cousin, find out for mc, if yon can| the 
r^tsons of her total silence since I left her *; 
and scruple not*even to tell her How very 
unhappy it has made me* ' 

" I wiH most faithfully endeavour to fulfil 
all these instructions," cried Talbot, *^ and 
am delighted to be employed either in your 
own service, or in that of any pne for whom 
yoa feel an interest. But where shall! seek 
you in the morning, to receive from you the 
Jetter of which I am to take custody r I 
have often wondered what becomes of yon 
regularly from breakfast till dinner ? Whi^ 
ther is it that yon vanish^ And with whoni 
do you associate r Sylphs and fairies r** 

^' Christina may do very well for a fairy,^ 
answered Adela, smiling, ^^ but nvhat think 
you of poor Mademoiselle Duroch^ for a 
sylph r 

" Do you, then, isit in the school-room r* 
\ " I do; and'fliere, if you are kind eooogb 
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to come up for it an hour or two before din* 
ner, you will find the letter I am so de* 
sirous to entrust to you.** 

Talbot only looked bis acquiescence^ see- 
ing his mother approaching ; and soon after- ; 
wards Adela removed to another part of the. 
room. 

^ The following day,' at the hour when he 

• » • *• • 

justly concluded the school-room would be ' 
freest from masters, Talbot, with an ala- 
crity. that liad serldom marked his progress^ 
to that part of th,e house, ascended to the. 
well rememljered' scene of fiis ^nfitntihe. 

studies— faii^ first initiation into tW rudi- 
ments of learning. Adela had apprized. 
Mademoiselle Duix>cher of the visitor she 
expected, and waited his arrival with the. 
letter she had prepared for him in her hand.. 
The first sound of his footsteps ia the pas-^ 
sage drew her to the door, and, .on per- 
ceiving him, she gaily called out-^ . 

'^ I am glad to find you so honourable, an^ 
observer of your word 1 Here is the letter, 
you were to receive, and with it , take . my 
sinoerest thanks for your punctuality to *our 
little appointment." • ,. 

' Talbot held forth his hand for her, dis- 
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patchy bnt stilllooked unwilling to depart, 
and appeared disappoi&fed at aot being in^ ' 
vited to enter. 

*^ You reward your messengers so shab« 
bily/' cried hef, -half laughing, " and Iceep • 
them at such an immeasurable distance, that' 
I almost feel tempted to decline ever acting- 
in tbat capacity again ! Why cannot you 
ask me to go in with you a roomenf :*' 
' ^^ Hdw could I suspect that you would* 
even wish it ? But, if such is the case, pray ^ 
prt>ceed ; we shall all be very proud <rf tht&- 
honour of your company.** ' 

*^ My dear brother,** cried Christina, run- ' 
ning eagerly to meet him, *^ who weuld erer' 
have thought of your desiring to enter this- 
region of nouns, adjectives, pronouns, and 
verbs ? Perhaps you are come to assist Ma- 
dentoiselle Durocher in correcting my French 
exencise ? Here it is. Or would you prefer- 
hearing nle repeat my last lesson in Eogiish' 
cfironology? I assure yoa it is mighty 
atfrasing, and all in verse : it begins— ^ ' 

' When Julias CisBsar first to Britain came, 
< He learedy iatmdiiMd tbe Rabubi luune^* 

Then there*8 about the mvasions of tfae^ 
Saxonsj and the Daoeafi and the NormiHisi» 
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fKt^lben^ from ftU«hed6> tbejr nMtHct tis t)ut 
iuob a tnoi)g]<el iwv tteit I h«^e .Imt ^^^ 
be^et for mj amctttors, and look upoa 
tliQixi us n^ freebooters, and aciventiirers*'* 
' ^^ It ,iii«st be adcnowledged,** said Talf- 
ho^ ^' that the study of Eijglish histc^y^ 
Ittids ta make yon very patriotic I Sut 
•pare "ytmr^i tifie trouble of entertaining 
«e witk any more of your poetical chronqr 
lQgy> and tell me in what part of the rooift 
MiH Cleveland u^i»ally estal^ishes hers^^ 
^esA how she contrives t<> pursue her own 
occufmtions without being cofrtinually di»- 
torbei ly yolir interruptidna." 

f^ K3^ I isjerot injterrapt h«^—• at least, voh 
Mi^arily « Afademoiw^lle Durocher will' as - 
•ine yoM). tb^tl blBhave quite like an atigel, 
ttdd am all m^ness^apfdieation^ and docility ! 
Itis jmdly a pity that you cannot witness tiie 
maiTtllfOfis concord which ^ reigns amongst 
W«^ Do come up tomorrow morning, and 
iMiit at Bome <^ the lessons \ It will do 
yuur hffirt gOK^ to ska what a little pattara 
of tneeknesB I am beconfe.'' 

*• Abow all," cried her brother,, ^I ad- 
iaare the perfect modesty with which yo& 
albataia from 8elf-coiameQ€hitionr 
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^* Why, if I puff my own merits a li^^^ 
ril tetl you to what it is oifing. WhSst t 
was very unruly, and very perverse,, and 
plagued all my governesses out of their lives^ 
the whole house knew it» and talked of no* 
tthing else. You, yourself,, Talbot, used to 
throw out hints and insinuations, thatpro?^ 
you were but too well acquainted with many 
^f my rrfisdlefneanors^; and Papa^ laughingly 
called me his htde Tartar. But now that I 
^am grown qtuet and obedient, nobody takes 
'the least notice of it ; my goodness is over- 
looked, or considered as a thing of course, 
though my naughtiness called forth hourly 
taunts and reproaches. Is this quit^ fair r *^ 

** Yes; and perfectly naturaL , Whilst 
Carlo, my father^s spaniel, snapt and snarled 
at you every time you went near him, how 
indignant you were at what you termed his 
excessive illnature!^— Now, that he sufiers 
you to play with him as roughly as you 
please, and manifests towards you the utmost 
attachment, yon gii^e him no credit for the 
happy change, and scarcely erer notice it.'* 

*' This is sorry consolation, my dear bro- 
iher. Poor Carlo, witliout any effort of his 
own, is grown good he does not know why. 
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and merely because hafoit ban familis^ri^ed 
him to my presence. But it cost me a gncat 
deal of trouble to effect any thing Hke a 
reformation f and therefore I still thinks that 
1 deserved higher praise/* 

** Were not the lamb-like qualities of 
which you make so great a boast, assumed 
in a great measure, to please our cousin ? 
Her affection has been your reward, and it 
ought to be sufficient to satisfy your utmost 
ambition." 

. ^' And so it shalL dear brother ! and so 
it really was^ to speak the truth, till I took 
this grumbling fit in my head, I hardly 
know why r . 

/ The unexpected, and, in that part of the 
house, pnusual appearan^^e of Jemima, oc- 
casiohed, at this moment, great surprise to 
the wh6le party. Talbot was particularly 
chagrined by it. He had hitherto, with 
sudi systematic caution, ab9taiBe;d from 
aeeking the society . of Adela, that now, t^ 
be discovered, with her in aa apartment 
which it wOu}d be believed he could only 
have entered on her account, gave him con- 
BidetabJe ves^ation. . Adela was less, obviously 
disconcerted; yet $he heartily wijshed that. 



• • • . 

iihe eircamstance had wA, hnppeneS^ nni 
expected nothing feasant to enaue from it. 

The first person Jestiima addreftsed^, wfti$ 
the pasrive, quiet governess, who sat ealmljr 
reading near the fire. 

** Why, Mademowefle/' cried she, ' in 
French, ^yon keep school, I find, for per- 
sons of all ages and scopes 1 1 am sure Maid tft& 
i^ very m^sch obliged to you tw esttetodkg^ 
yotrr cares so widely round the femlity J ** ' 

" My dear Jemima,** cried her brother^ 
attempting to assume an air of gay uncon^ 
cem, ^' this Sneering speech would be infi^ 
iftitely more charaetetistie, bad you twoity 
additional years of ^. single bressedhess ^ 
lacked to your age, ftan it sotmds now, 
proceeding from such young lips* The 
venerable Mrs. Edkha Byron, your great 
av^sion and terror, could scarcely have made 
a w6r«eJ'' 

^ iTou arc a little fsef^, my diear brotbey, 
which ^eeountft fin yoar Jkting of that opi^ 
KMon^. But I beg I Hiay not bveak up youf 
conference^ whatever i1 might be about. I 
dare say^ there woutd be some points iVk it 
Dhot above my capacity, and §ln>ta which I 
Hugbt dc»nve gveait profit.** 



neon or KiMtme; t% 

•' Itkbed yoii might ! '* etidd Christini — 
^ But i f^iy tncich ^ueBtioA tvhetber yon 
98% just now ifttite \vk th& right loit of A\i^ 
posttton for piofltittg by Whdt we #er6 say-- 
hi|f« Yoit mem to be m one oif jr^ui^ nioft 
eonotquential f|u>oAl^ And half inclined t<» 
ttke Q9 to tsMk ttU re^nd. H49 Mamm^ 
sent y^tt here with » eommtsi^ioti to huff us) 
Why 4aA s^e not di^d Baifbara ako } She 
teevkl hat^ scolded much Ae mast method 
dicaUy of the two. Tou have avety pret^ 
iaUciit for sa^ying disa^eeaWe things, bot 
yoa nfivtfp know, till you have looked about 
liar » &uM, en what hook to hang thein^. 
Now Barbara, when she is out c^ hurUdUf^; 
dbes: not ihrow out her ilUnatored remarks 
«t tandom ; she fiies faock immediately to 

• 

ftome good old grievattee, afid rings the 
ehmgiaa tqpoa- ity ding doog/ in the most 
le^ular order imaginable, tiU she is tired/* ' 
^^ I would wish yo«, my little flippant 
Mrter,'^ said Jemima, tartly, " to bear in 
mind, tluit Manuna ba^ never granted yod 
att UJkbmifted lieense to exercise your skiU act 
yepsrtee upon me ) It ie quite sufficient if 
vme elder skier in a family is allowed to be 
made the butt ol the ypunger'a f mj^eittineni 
attempts at wit 1 " 
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. Christina^ biting her lips, and colouring 
i^ith ^nger^ yet reluctant, in the presence of 
Acl^la to. give way to her, resentment, pre* 
vailed, upon herself only to ansvrer this 
speech by a low and ceremonious curt'sy ; 
af^er which, flying to an open' piancnforte, 
she b^un playing, as loud as she possibly 
could. The JOevil among the Tu^rs / - . 
: Jemima, convinced of. the impracticabiiity 
of making herself heard through sk> . rapid 
and noisy a clatter, deemed it expedient to 
resolve on a retreat; »nd Talbot, heartily 
i^gretting the awkward predicament into 
which be had draWn himself, stole off at the 
same moment. 

'^ Now should I. most excessiiely Yfike to 
know," said the laughing .Christina, diseon^ 
tinumg, when they were gone, her vd»- 
snent performance, ^^ what, suspected mis* 
chief, that young spy, , my ikir sister, came 
hither to detect! I never, beheld a face of 

* 

mo^e piercing curiosity than she brought 
with her into this pocir dear plodding roon* 
What could she hope to discover, unless, 
indeed, she watehed my brother when he 
earn? up, and ,e?t|>gct^ to find him at.youv 
jfeet, pouring fofUi passionate pr9testationB 
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br everkftti&g adoration, and calling upon 
heaten and earth, and Mademoiselle DuitK 
cher and me, to bear witness to his vows ? ** 

Adela was as well convinced as her little 
friend, that the visit was no eflbct of 
chance, but she was tniwilling to acknow^ 
ledge the vague distrust to which it had 
given rise, and not very much disposed t» 
make ahy observations upon what had pai». 
sed. 1\> Mademoiselle Durocher, w4io so 
imperfectty .understood English, the whole 
scene had been nearly uninteUigible ; and 
Christina, receiving so little encouragement 
to dwell upon it, in a short time directed 
her attention to other subjects; 

By the soper^added expression of rigour 
observable during dinner, in the counte- 
nance of Mrs. Cleveland, Adela speedily 
bcoama assured that she owed nothing less 
to the good offices of Jemima than she had 
foreboded.* There were guests present, 
however, and consequently no alluiioh^ 
were made to theoffending interview : but < 
in every glance of her aunt*s eye;, directed 
either' towards herself or Talbot^ she read 
decided conidemnation ; — and even in the 
indulgent aspect of the Genera}, she could 
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Arsoe an dr of tcrutiiiy whenevw hi kok^ 
«t h#r» Ihtt Mtipljr proclaimed tbe specie^ 
cf ifi£nTDiati<m to which h^ hftd faemi listen^ 

> Had not her concsm a* being thought 
4sapable of gtving clandeitine endouragemetit 
.lo tojr attentions from Talbot, repressed att 
iKsjpoBitiQali to knghter, Adela qoiild faaVe 
been attitiaed at the &eihty w^ which the 
mlhole fdioily seemed ready to take the 
idafn^ urbeiBfTer sbe was found guilty of 
faking to with soeiaUIity and regard. 
She woadeted how it was possible that f bb 
saxne faidmdufeds who had recently emaced 
such jealousy of her accidental interoourse 
with Lord £niierdale^ could bow manifest 
« OMch appKhen«ioa of li«r design, upoa 
Talbot : '^ Surely th^ mpat imagine me^^ 
she internaUy cried^ ^ the most indiscrik 
ntnate sod general coquette that ever exK 
listed. I €»onot coixvprehend' how they can 
^lif think it worth tfa^ whila either tt> 
isairasa themseilyes^ or to^ watdbi and suspct 
weT 

T\m chief r«^oa of all this was the unr 
gtiar^df bu4 ilM^ocent speech wbieh she had 
aiddreased t^ hev eousio. at tbe door of thr 
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Reboot- nobm^ «k^ mifoitanakdy^ aMressed 
to him in. a voice mffidcntlj audifate to W 
overheard by Jemima, as ebe was eamitig 
oat of am afi^oiaing apartment The word 
4j9iot)i#mm#, and, above ail, fbe* letter ehef 
spolce of h&vvttg prepa]:ed ier him;, ircev 
sovnd^ of equivocal import, to. uriiieb tfamr 
ofloidid apdititas fsiLad not to gire.ihe aitoet 
itttbter inteipeet^ieiii. Tine iBetttat &af 
she had terminated her unwelcome visit ttt 
the suppoa^ scene of assignatieo^ she hk$^ 
immd, at whatever risk of dmbiipag hmr 
hroAmt,. to coixii«nmi€a(le toboA her paretitsi 
the ftdl extent of her owa sTisfMciona^ and 
mof% dataa thcs fall extent of att that sho 
faad heard* The commanicaitoti rendered 
Mrs. Cleveland xeailjr batrageous^ ' and lukd 
no very hi^y effeet vtp^n tiae temper of 
even her negligent and easy bissband. He 
was proud of AdehTs beanty, and st^li^ 
ntly attached to her to be periectly wiUing 
to assirt her elevation fay a marrisge with 
any body's only son buh his ewo)!: As dba 
had no Ibrtnhe, however, vaA no cetrtasiity 
ef ever ponessixg any^ she was, with Hi 
her aeknoiri^id^ed mo»ta^ pestiofiaitMsii meiir^ 
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tal^ one of the last indiv^ckials he wotild 
haire ^chosen for a daughter-in-law. 

^^ You must connect yourself/' had long 
been his accillstomed exhortatioh to Talbot^ 
^f \vith a" woman who has moiiey^ or you 
must resign yourself, during my life,' to 
the comfortable prospect of subskiing Hpoi> 
roots and water ! I have not a guinea to 
bestow' upoitromatiticiove,' and self-devoted 
folly." 

• This was language which, 'though he 
thought it his duty to hear with patience; 
not even habit could enable Talbot to hear 
without pain : but his feelings and princi- 
ples, ' in his own family, were as little scru- 
tinized and understood, as they were calcu- 
lated to be aj^roved : he made no display 
of their disinterestedness ; he abstained fromf 
^ery species of useless discussion, and with- 
out yainly seeking to convince others, was 
happy to escape giving offence by being 
driven to acknowledge, that be'rj&ihaihcd 
wholly unconvinced himself. 

When questioned relative to the letter 
which his sister had accused Adela of hav- 
ing deliberately waited at a * pre-coiieerted 
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intenriew to deliver to hivi^ he refused ca- 
tering into any ej4)la]iftti<Mi concerning it, 
regarding himself as, in sopne measure, 
bound in honour not *to betray a sort of 
trust confided to his discretion. Ye^ had 
bis father alone been present, be might not 
have scrupled to h^ less reserved ; but aince 
Adela had shewn herself peculiarly reluctmt 
to speak of the commission which he had 
undertaken before the ladies of his family, 
he felt, persi^ded that he had no right to b^ 
more communicative than the person wh<^ 
employed him. 

. It .m%ht have been imagined, that Jemi^ 
ma, l\zA she really entertained the suspi-^ 
cions which she was so prompt to publifltb,. 
of the encouragement given by Adeja to 
her brother, would have been happy in tlie 
rebef this mu^t afibrd to her jealous ai^re? 
bensions respecting Lord Enoerdale* «But 
the fact is, she cared very little whether her 
present surmises were founded on triith or 
error; neither did she thoroughly credit 
one word of her own deposition:; her chief 
aim was, to render Adda as obooxioua to 
her father and mother aa she was now ber 
come to herself; and no method, she waa 
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VH^I eM>>rttieed^ m4fM mxne maakdy tttidt 
tf}at objeet fkan Mk aMtrntiou in irhicb ib0 
ifltertf^ of Tribdt wePt conwraed. 

A ^seuftder pRf)liti^mn would* h^ve ki^mrfi^ 
t)»t k tvte si^ to )mve aax^en^njr in pMee-^ 
lb) pdSBedftiM of ft triflitig asdttititdge^ than 
tD ftfm te>a tiaaifiy em^derales ^i^iirt hisi^ 
tftio Vdirgettbl ^ tke object of ilieir tka-^ 
pk>yer, would «ach tact upon p^sonat mo* 
tiyes^ and fi>rw&rd of injure the ori^ud 
tixm as niight 4)0 Most ^otttdadire to thoit 

Whilst Mrs. Cleveland saw lio danger 
ff^m AdoWs aittradiibiKi at homo^ ske Was 
wJHiftg to asotrt Jottlflaa in prevcxiti&g tb^ 
Mocesa abroid t but the moment any aj^^ro* 
liensioii* oeeurred to her for her son^ sluo 
^eeased to entertain the alighlest anxiety ^ 
floeoimt of Lord £nnerdale> deeming; hif 
bekig . iort to Jeiiima a matter of perfect 
indiffiEoreneo, eottqKovd to Talbofs bek^ 
gained by faer nnportioaed oonsiit. 

Tbe Temity therefere, cf tiie lockleaa tOK 
ferittief^ ititei&reQee^ waa this : an assesBK 
kAy^ givm hy Mrs« £liiier5 to which they 
were aH kiYJtoiy bwt which Mrs. Cleveland, 
mther th^ia admit AdeU of the party^ bsid 



whfoHy to dwfiar^ dhe xmnr^ «d tbe 
cpnteldy, ^ttf ftiined toiiiteitd^ fdr the €X« . 
preas^ thcjiigk nvssvoHitiifj par^MK^ of tbn>v- ^ 
isg faer ^tin m Lord Ennerdsrir's way. 

The a«irpme^ the vdioaneBt renaonstmi^ : 
CC8, tibte unspesktibLe v^xstion of JemiioiA 
on httrnlg thas resohition^ irere bH equals, 
ly dicfftgarded. Her mother wm iftfl^x.'^ 
ilile ; tiK General «ided with ber« Adda 
knew nothing <£ the ' discussioo ; sad at. 
thfe ajqiioiattd tinie, wJrich happened' to fao* 
the TCty eveiiMigpfccediiig^Talhat'^isteiaL 
ed journey^ they all <bove to tbe houte oi 
Mf8« £laier* . 

The cnarwd of 'CDmpoDy^ tfaoagli: n/aWber 
80 you:Afiil nor no gay as at the iiafl, wan^^ 
lK>weirer^ equally fiishioaable> aad afaaost 
equsdly brilhant. Adela was becomini^ 
inured to such sceaes^ and vnAk her present 
Oompanione, they possessed scaroeiy anjr 
filler power than thai of iatigumg and uk 
ROyiQg her^ She felt insalated^ eveh m thq 
latest partaeS) when foreed to nsdolleet of 
how littlQ importance she was to ev^ry in-^ 
di^doal by whom they wcm <^einpo'sed^ ptr^ 
ticakrly to those with whom it was her ^ 
ftiCe to enter theM. She l-ecoived «o ea^ 
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couragement to hold by Mrs. CleveTandTs 

m 

arm^ or that of either of her daughters ; 
her abcommodation was disregarded ; her 
casual, remarks frequently reidained iixian* 
swered^ and she felt conscious of being re-* 
garded as an inevitable incumbrance; to 
whom^ had any difficulty or distress oc^ 
curred^ no sympathy would halve been ex* 
tended^ andy except what decency enjoined^ 
no assistance afforded. Often^ under such 
depressing circuihstahces^ tears* rushed into 
h^r eyeBf even in the most ' splendid circles. 
Silent^ abstracted^ uhamused,' she islowly 
paraded through the magnificent apart-, 
mente, accompanying, as ' if upon suiFer- 
unce^ the unfeeling mother and daughters^ 
wfao^seemed to vie with eiach' other in tacitly 
denying Ker all support and countenance. . 
. Amongst the tninor ills of life^ few are 
so wounding and oppressive to the young 
and keenly susceptible/ as wilful neglect^ 
publicly manifested. In private^ • it Is prac- 
ticable to run away from its infliction^ and 
th^ sileiice and solitude of honie^ n>ay be' 
beguiled by some interesting occupation : 
but in the midst of society^ to experience 
ioneliness; in the thickest cpiKKwrse^ -to 
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feel.Iike an outcast ; and amongst, a multU 
tude of eager speakers to be the only, being 
to whom no one addresses a word ;— -these 
are trials which at the age of Adela^ nay, 
at any s^, would be hard to bear« 

The observation to which her face and 
figure exposed her from the men, — ^the one, 
attractive from its bloom and loveliness ; 
die other, too nobly elegant to be overlook- 
ed, — conduced but little to improve the pr«« 
dicament in which she was placed. She 
aaw in their gaze a freedom and bpldness 
which she was well persuaded they would 
ilot have presumed to disjday had they bt- 
Jield her more properly protected : and one 
of her great sources of vexation was, the 
perpetual restraint she was obliged to im<* 
pose upon herself; and the proud, repul-' 
sive air which she thought it necessary to 
mssome in order to check the &miliarity of 
tj^eir notice. 

Mrs. Elmer, on the entrance of the Qevc- 
land party, having addressed something 
<;ivij to them all; and besttnved, on Adela 
in particular^ a reception full of gracious- 
fiess, made jier way with as much dispatch 
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M tlpie jlJifMg would permit^ mto.ftnlKijwt- 
u|g ftpurtwent ia aeard^ of Lovd Ei^ieiF&ile. 

Hs^ing feuad bisA — 

♦' H«»tenV' cried tht^ '^ ioato the i«*t 
room, and €&ert yourself ta rpstoa-e, ta a 
little ^ b* «wdn*ed vivacity,, your hand- 
wme Tur^' friend. Yoi^ckr sJbe k, poftr 
«hH3g ! ^ifh h^ staftel^r vmt^ and pott 
<3W4iai9^ k^^fciiig «o weary of h^r liife, » 
- moped' ^ ipylefl»> it almost freeaaw p«ke *d 
we her^ "She had hoI: tfai^ air <if Imgi^d 
i^piftby: vlwn ^h« :^od and friendly Mn. 
B(M9 vKM I9i4r Mmj^iotii ; I d»r^ say^ tfaiote 
..f4ixra9 tctotiMisr Itave Ibeen kduri^g aod 
ternMrnting lo^ in Ibe coac^ ati tbe weiy 
flODm .tifieir ho««^ *o this l-^But ^ to her, 
. Lord ^mierdala ; taUt her into eheierfidiiesa ; 
tmd-^if you oan^^ask h^r^ m fheir beaffing>. 
wfey ^e h» not retireed niy visit ? I am 
dying M know,, vrt^ether the €^d * 1 feft fi^r 
her at their door has ever bee.n meatiMied 
to Iter* What wwild tb? ^ewjous people 
haiTO? Ileftci&ef«for.<A«»4^^ 

liord E^meidal^. IM some di^^ul^ io 
perswdinig liitiBsalf to 4Btay and tistea to M 
Jong a speet^i^: i« ^as a^awety isoocluded^ 
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• * 

was: at AdeUb 'ttde. 

express half the pleasutv J iml ixk P^^g 
y»o, tell 0]B^<*^ I Me you nMU atid/ if 

imiqe^ ^ «Bd &r, less tlititktl io <ifimp^f»mn 
for being out of spirits^ ifaaid Iq a gm^i 
«Mttfi«)g^ l^aiiiafrai^ ibr bfiingr-Hjtftof 'ku-* 

^ With alii the pieoMxre. m tslm ivwltl I A 
scdldiT^ which should pnniiiM tl»e e^j^ i^ 
^ti(|iiigy9u.iiito a deeM paaaiiw^ .wduM be 
liiB tuntaoMlible raedrof ewe tliat ^^id he 
^inpttedi JtMb«ni0ttf> fmmc9ntmt»d^, ia «|]^ 
*lOvb^8iine9hBrf»dosfabife; lii^ put ik wtoit 
4tfment^ sack: it laraqpoiBtes abmot ii|H»€(- 
4kleif. ThviJwoald ibbt, eoahiXanivu^ 
.|iMi 4o an. exftBwodiiiarjF pttehr^r a^gf^, ; it 
WMMihasiexi fehae reooiyerr of iffaiir nate<<(t 
^MRSOKty cufpriziiighp) and wie flfa^iftldi aftev- 
ipmfldd«ee nolUbig Ibnt smiles and iiim-s^^ 
upon y o»p ccmntaisftiQBw" 
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^ You may think 90," cried Aid^i **h$t 
in very truth, I am in too vapid and indo*^ 
lent a disposition to be ^ touched with noble 
angei^ at any thing.** 

^ Why what lias transformed you into so 
impassive a Stdic ? is k weariness of thiis 
ciowd, and contempt of tho^e who compose 
itf or did you bring a splenetic temper with 
y^, and are you determined to carry it 
awi^, for tk^ benefit of your maid whilst 
she undresses you ?" 

^ This,** cried Adela, '' is rcaUy «c6lding 
me iix eamesA I^^^I think it a little hard, that 
you ^ould C(mstrue a confession of accir 
4ental moodmess, into a resohition <}f deli- 
jb^mte frowardness*** 

^' Oh, now that you think it worth your 
while to defend yourself, I begin to have 
some hopes of you!— *A very tittle more 
nccusation would provoke you to retort, and 
from retorting, you might proeeed to dowur- 
right invective, and then the cure of that 
rapidity you spoke of, would be eomplsU. 
.But, though you gave me a commission to 
play the censor, and we all, when ^ dressed 
in a iittie brief authority," iove to excKtse 
our powers, yet had I rather try gesitlec 
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ii^anB.-— Let ti^e then eadeavdur to atads&, 
mstead of scolding away, your grtotty. I9 
the n^ct room, Mrs. Eloier has fof^a exhi^ 
biting a very.lbeautiful ilUminated missa^ 
aad several curkms "did portniits in enameL 
C!oaie mid look iit tfaeiii ^ tb^ may hb ipe- 
cific as exterminati^ii of pnmt^ 

He was then leftdiog kmt %my, but Je- 
mima, who had witb diffiiml^ ^ten so long 
withheld by her mother froni interrupting 
them, now advanced, juidf W an Audible 
whis^r, said to Adela-— • 

*^ Would you be so ijudcind ia to leavi^ 
the room just as Talbot is i^leriag it T 

^' Why should I be ex;pecleiil to stay 9^ 
his account ?** 

^^ How sweetly unconscious ! B«t remem* 
ber-*-he goes to-*morrow, and idl yotrr little 
snug t4te-h44te interviews muat^ be aa»<* 
pended for some vreeks T 

There Was a d^ee of malice in this 
speech, desi^ecUy uttei^ to reach the ear 
of Lord Epnetdale^ which, in one aipyotuig, 
appeared to Adela (tiotwithstanding the ex^ 
perience she had had of Jemima^s guilcfui 
ebaraeter) quite portentous !— -She stojpped^ 
and involuntarily looked round to observe its 
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efiect upon her conductor. Aft air of sur- 
prise, mingled, however, withr doiibt, was 
visible in his aspecf. ; and, as her eyes met 
liis, she &ncied there was an expression in 
them thdt seemed, to ask— •^ Can this be 
trw ? Do you admit Talbot to hold private 
interviews with- yon ?'' Biit not a syliabte 
was spoken en either side ; he seemed de- 
termined tor remain' silent as long as she 
eontjnHed so^ herself; and she was too sick 
at h^'rt, either to force conversation, or 
to remember for what purpose she had pot 
herself under his guidance. They both 
therefore stood stiH ; and both felisuffibient- 
ty imcofnfortablc. 

At this avvkward juncture, Mrs. Elmer 
stepped up to* them — 

" What perplexity there is in your faces!* 
eried siie;-^" Whither are you goirtg? or^ 
rather, whither were you going? for you 
now seem to be completely root-bound Y* . 

^* You find us,"' said Lord Enrterdale, 
'* thus tw on our way, wafted by prosperous 
gales, to visit and admire your enamels: 
but, an at once, the breeze slackened, our 
course was arrested, our sails flagged, and 
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fiecewteare^ hel^^ssly aflciat, waiting for f 
itmh tide and more fiiTourable wind.*^ ' > 

'* A dexterous ateersman is probably more 
wasted/* said Mrs. Eim^'^ ^ than a brisker 
gate. Come^ Miss Cleveland, ' let me be 
your pilot, and I will guide you safely, ih 
defiiinoe of roeks and' quicluands, to the 
destined port.** 

So saying, she drew Adela^s arm wMbin 
hto own, and they both moved forwards 
JLord Enherdale, at a little distance^ fol- 
iowed them. • ' ' "- 

' On- approaching ^,bpen cabinet in which 
&e enamels were deposited— ^^ Hf^re We 
are,'* cried Mrs. £2mer, ^^ at the^nd of 6w 
Uttle yeyage. Now, Misa Cleveland, yo% 
shall bavi^ a chair dote lo these tf^sures^ 
aid a table and ten^av, jmd some humble 
atl^idant to stinff ^eni. Lord Ennerdale^ 
I di^^ yon to that oflke, and pray exxh 
cole it hifMsr than tlie last to wfeidti I ap-^ 
pokited ymu I Mil ywi^ tome l^me ago^ 
<0 aet ta a e<«dU on a fidr hicfyli spif^$ 
bat can fompilk :«i»M;ienee, aver . ttiat y 09 
aliy pf^dmasi y«or cominissicm T'-* 

^ M merit iA m^reacbes,'* answered Ih|| 
^ fbr, tixHigh iiMjnQeetrfttl^ I was rfJM^pe i^ 
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siy eodeavourg to obey you, and tfaougll 
once baflBed^ I am willing to try my fortune 
•gain." 

'^ Then labsolTe you for all past i«iU 
tjireSf and now commit you tq your better 
fete." 

She retreated after saying this ; and Ade* 
la in a few moments, looking up, cried-^ 
*^ How good Mrs. Etmeir is to bestow upon 
ttie so much attention !*' 

^' I know not that fot this she is entitled 
to much praise, since I am very certain tbsA 
^he is acting more from dioice than cere- 
vnony : but are you not, for some reason or 
other, a littie too deficient in ceremony ta 
berPr—Yoa look surprised! Is it poss3>le» 
then, that you are omBformed of her vi«t 
to you — a visit which, ere now, she had 
hoped yoA would have returtied r** 

^ I nev«r heard of it till this tniwiiher* . 

^ The information I hove given you then, 
which, I assure you(, is most ^correct, will, 
I trust, have the efiect c^ iadueing you to 
.Mpair the omission as soon as possible.'* 

^' I ^11 be perfectly si^acere wiiii you. 
Lord Ennerdale,** ref]Aied Adela. — ''At pa- 
tent I am ndt m a {MwdioKDent to pay or 1^ 



ncme vidits at my owa ojptbn-: I go no 
where but as^be Gieneral and Mrt« Clever 
land direct ; and tte few wbo aiajr do me. 
the honour of wishing me to cultivate their 
acquaintance^ most hare the indulgence to 
bear patiently with my appaamit remisimesfr 
till the afrhral in town of my tister Sonaer* 
▼iJIe.*' 

^^ I wiU commimicate this answer-^ af. 
Inst its general p«rp(»t — to Mrs, Etmer^ 
and think I may venture to affirm that sh* 
virin accept it as a sofScient apdc^. Yott 
will not find her a very punctilious and 
exacting diarader ; but she is warmly dis^ 
posed to admire you^ aqd a decided repulse 
would ^ve her a degree of mortification 
which, I am persuAded^ you would be sorry 
to inflict upon her. 

^^ Indeed I should^^and asfaam^ as well 
as Slurry* I entreat you^ therefore, to make 
as fiur a representation of my case' as yot. 
ean, and to. preserve me from appes#ii^ n^ 
ligent and ungrateful for dw partiality with 
which she is so good as to tliink of me.** 

Whilst this litde dialogue was' passings 
Talbot'CIevelaud had found his wa^ into 
the upartm^t where ihey were sitting, tod 
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iiow^ as he stood tnewtiie dooTy •am^t^- 
Lord Ennerdale's eye. He htiwed toivafif% 
4iid Talbot returned the Mtiutfilvm, hpt 
Dlrithdut approQchkig, though he locked ir- 
iiesolute^ avMi.stilliingened in the room. 

Adela almost wished^- with the Msaone 
o|>eiine8^ti|at bad dictated .her. answer re- 
specting Mrs. Elmer^ to have explainiftdl to 
Jier early friend the motire that had ted to 
her holding the. secret confeneiKX with Tid*'. 
hot alhided to by JemtBM. But the idea^yf 
touching, upon ;hei: mother'^s history -r of 
owning ttmt she had felt/ashamed of puh- 
}fcly speaking of that mother^ even in tike 
fiimily of her uncle^ was too homiliating^ to 
be borne. — ^Neithar^ did she think it wonld 
at all become her to enter, unsolicited, iippn* 
an explanation which wottjd manifibst sa<^ 
sinxiety to convince Lord Ennerdak that 
her affections were disengaged. Whatever 
lie m%ht conclude, ther^fiKe, she deter** 
•mined to let the subject rest; prudently 
jadopting the maxim she had somewhere 
read, which exhorts all Uiose who are thoh^ 
jTOttghly in doubt what to do^ patiently to 
upon doing fioit^M^* 

But the r^tless and ael^tatment^ 
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Olilma cx>uH not flLubi^^ tp Weqaally p9^ 
aive; sbe .iiow> aceom|iaiiiQd . by Barbam* 
(amj^itious to display li^r critical s^acity ia 
rea^axks upon tbe enamek) made her .way 
towurds the cabinet* and. at a h>s9 what 
^e to propose that would detach him from 
Adela, allied Lord Eanerdale to play witb 
her at chess. He stared at this invitation, 
hot assort her that he had no talents for 
playing at chess, in a room crowded with 
company^ and must decline accqiting her 
challenge unless Mrs. Elmer would consent 
to^^nrn all her friends out of the houses 
. ' ^^ ^. And : y<ra/'. continued he^ addressing 
Adela^ ^^> amongst the number ; for as I was 
deputed^ to do the honours of this cabinet 
toyou, I cannot possibly resign my station 
whilst you remain.*' • 

Jemima^ though much diasatiafied wi^ 
this amWer^ knew not how to press her re-* 
'4)ue8t further; biit begging Adela to give 
her half her chair^ she afifected to interest 
herself extremely about the portraits^ and 
. poured upon Lord Ennerdale suth a succe$4 
sion of questions concerning them^ that she 
eflfectually. prevented his speaking to aoy 
hody^ but herself. This )tatad till her mo- 
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Iher's damage wm called ; she then threw 
out all her lures to ipduee the Earl to escort 
them down stairs : but, as Talbot was at 
hand to assist them^ he held back from 
makbg any oflfer of his services ; and Ade^ 
k, taking of him a friendly leave, folfowed 
her departing conopanions. 



CHAP. II. 

OSTENTATION. 



FaoM this period till the arrival in totro 
of Mr. and Mrs. Somerville^ Adela eierted 
herself with some success to avoid the <&k 
agreeable round of engagements in which^ 
without eonsulting her wishes, she had 
hitherto been involved. The departure of 
Tatboi, on the momiog after Mrs. £im^r*s 
assembly^ secured het from IJie apprehend 
Sfon of being thought to remain at home 
with any view of seeing more erf* him ; and 
the heartless negligtace with which she was 
eiways treated by her aunt and cousins when 
in company, gave her a disgust to appear- 
ing any where with them, which neither 
the remonstrances of the General nor ibi 
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tlf^nt exhortations of her brewer could 
rabdoe. 

They both wished ,ber to be mbn 99m 

than perimps was oonsisteat with good'po^ 

licy^ and both attributed to her own per^ 

verse rejection of the opportnuitiai affiMrdedl 

faer to exhibit herself^ the &]lure txf their- 

sanguine hopes rtspeetiDg her speedy^ esta«# 

bli^nent. She was sorry to difier on may 

subject wilii the only well-wisfaers she now. 

e^er saw : but as her own hopes and views 

liad by no means ts^en tiie same dineotsoni 

las tlidra ; as «he bad anaed. aneteiy; m 

sgMng out, to be untused, and dteq>ly- dia- 

4,6^ ^e idea *f «««tii« mg ,^e« to. 

sMraot an dfl^ of marriage, she remaiimli 

'firm 4o her purpose ; and benceforwasd, 

^beafrf of 'balls, operas, and, assemblies with. 

-Itt tnudi • indifitfenee as she would< hftse 

heard of a vestiy-meettng.. She vejoioql^ 

that none of "die females of the ^miily faftd: 

' Ihe hypocrisy to atfect concern «t her new 

pkh. On the contrary, it seemed to neeon- 

eiie them to her being bteealii theii^ toof,, 

«id 4iiey all testified mo»e civility tovMrdsr. 

heir than they had yet ever shewn*. 
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. Thiu pissed another week^ tke qoielflplt 

and the freest from contention of any tfatii 

die . had spent in Berkeley Sqpiwe. Sir 

Fktrkk Harley^ the most frequent visitor 

diebeheldy aoid his silent attentions, thongh 

iioticed and derided by Jeniia^a, gave Adeia 

so litUe molestation^^ that, unless she b«d 

•been called upon to reaoaark them, he might 

^ve.sat watching her a whole day^ witlioiit^ 

hemff bisiselfrememhaEcda singlemonieqlt. 

. Jnlius^ wi^alftiiis anxiety. to see his siie 

Aer^vpeU esiaUisbedi ym» fiir from wiping 1» 

dsffmA Hie pretensiens <rf^ sueh anr adlsii^er 

aa 4)ie wealthy bnt unatlraetive batonet^ and 

oidy langfaed.at hit.dliiinb devotion at oft^a 

.m ht was witeeit to it But the C^asajt 

.WM. less dtajpofied to view the affimr ;with 

xPandoi-^'^ If Sir Batriisk;^ said be, ip^ 

liis.;Qejpbew, ^Vhad.faisld out to me a pma* 

I jpiat of aemainiti^. unmaride^ to t|ie end ^f 

jt)^ isbapter^ I: wilt bimestiy jowp^ tb»t I 

.dbftnWt be hif from ^lu«g liuaat to tbwage 

. Iu9 purpose fov tfee^a^nlngo of ^yqor jister. 

. !My children are alaKMft4i»4Mavest wktiAi^ 

: a»d i|if dying a ]M^ie^5 Wi^t pat tta» 

in poiaeHiios^ j^ikhcr <4 the vbole, or Vk 
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MBfie portion of his immense pvop^rty. 
Bttt^ ^ let him linger and hesitate as he will^ 
I am well pemiaded^ that some day or 
pther^ he will do the foolish thing, and 
bestow his hand and tiitlej and probabl^^ 
Jtbe bulk of his fortune, on a pennyless 
beai]^. The longer he procrastinates^ the 
worse will be his choice. If, whilst a girl 
of femily might stall be induced to aco^ 
him, he. trifles away the opportunity^ be 
assured, that in his decrepitude and ipon- 
•firmed imbecility, he will marry his own, 
'W his ndghbour's daiiy^maid I In prefs^ 
•rence ,to this, he has my . heartiest ;good 
jvishes for the success of his suspected views 
.cm, Adela."— « 

** Which views,", cried Julius, ^^ Adeia 
will nev^r be such an en^y to his daiiy- 
^maid as to encoun^ !«-*No, my good uncle, 
;we must find a better lover for b&c than this 
drowsy baronet, or resign her to the respeo* 
*ta|ile proqieet of cutting a %ure in some 
firtuie edifion of Hayley'a £ssay on Qld 
^Mttds.^ 

Tvro days after this conyers^ioui whilst 
.Adeia was walking befine dinner with Chris- 
tina and Mademoisdle Durocher in the Park, 
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she vfas unexpectedly accosted by Lord En^ 
nerdale.— ^He was on horseback, andhftd 
gallopped eagerly to overtake hen— - 

^ Am I so happy/' cried he, ^* as to b6 
the first bearer to you of a piece of excellent 
news } flavte you heard any thing this morn^ 
ing tb give you particular satia^tctiou t^ 

^^ Nothing,** rejdied Adeht, ^^and, to own 
the troth, I can hardly expect, that your 
intdligence will be quite equal to thegoo^ 
which your countenance promises.^' 

^* My countenance,'* resumed he, *^ is a 
very honest index ; it bids you prepare for 
what wiH give you the most pleasiire, and 
tommunicates to mysdf the highest gratift- 
cation. — I just now passed through Cumber- 
lapd Place, and saw Mr. and Mrs^ Somerville 
idight from their travelling carriage.'* 

^ Oh, /A£^ I allow to be fully adequate to 
til that your looks prognosticated I ^ cried 
Ae enchanted Adela* — ^^ Itmnk you, my 
Lord, for being so delightftili -a messenger ! ** 

Then, addressing Mademoiselle Durocher^ 
she besought her to turn back, and. walk 
with her to her sister's immediately; ^he 

« 

fequest was gratnted, and Lord finnefdale^ 



/ 



Smilingly bowifig^ wi^eci h6r gd0dfiioniiiigv 
Slid rod^ away. 

Christin*^ in a tone of lamentat^ti ntd# 
•aid— 

<^ That Lord iBnmeitlale is a "vetf chib'iiiu 
nig creature^ but I could alinoftt find ii6 tof 
hefert to liifte blin^ for ihe pleasure he she^^d^l 
in bringing you this nem 1 How ^idl I t^gair 
to psrt with you, my dbarest Cousin ? " ' 

" We shall oAdn meet, I trasl^^ Hmfiecl 
Adeht^ ^^ though ^e sfaaH no longer be ih^ 
mates of the same hoqse. Yba have evAty 
reason^ dear Christina^ to expect in my 
admirable sister^ a friend the most sincere 
and cordial.** ' 

'^ Ob, I know Mrs. Somerville extremely 
weDy and k>ye her with all my heart. But 
do think how tfej^orably I shall miss yda 
erery hour at home ! And bow foi4om and 
wretcAied I «hatl feel when I look round fop 
you in yain in our gloomy old school-room I*** 

Adela said eveiy thing which sbethoaght 
most likely to chear and comfort her; and 
1^ in a short time, they reached Mr. 8omer-» 
¥ille*s door. 

The meeting between the two sisters, was 
at once tender and joyful, and the^ delight 
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fxpxeMeAhy the friendly Mn S«ia«0rille» p* 
well as the genuine rapture t^ "^ chiMrent 
fMde of this interview a scene the most 
gratifying to every feeling heart. Christina^ 
jrho was present at it^ could scarcely refinin 
ftqm tears ; but they were tears of pleasuref . 
land whilst tiiey glistened in hereyes^ she 
bad the gejierosi^ tq say— 

«<'You now look so truly happy, Cotii^in 
.Adelaj that it would be wicked to wish you 
jany where else !-^I will go h<»n^ dier^re^ 

and try to reconcile myself to what / have 

lott^ by thinking of what you have gained/* 
But Adela could not suffer her to return 

to Berkeley-Square without acepmpapjdng 
.her^ and taking a personal leave <tf her 

Uncle^ Mrs. Cleveland^ and the young Jbi- 
^ dies. Xhe former was^ on every aoGOiint, 
; entitled to such an attenticm ; and the latler 

Ae by no means widied to emulate in rude- 

ness. 

It 'was agreed^ however^ Ibat unless very 
. much pressed by the General to dine at his 
..^ouse^ she should return immediatety to her 

Sister*S5 whose established guest ahe was 
: §tom that moment to consider herself* 
The feeliogi with which the several indi* 



wditafc of Hie Clevekiad family, h^ttd cf 
the^arrival of Mrs. Somejrviile wece ,«8 
fereat a$ the interoats which they each 
aft heart. 

Jemima feaared it vroutd give an 
ineconterable hk>w ta her reaiotest pvofpecfc 
achieving the congest 9S Lord Enofir* 
le. Stb&vwas noiv awafreof hi? intitnaef 
the SomerviUejs^.and felt a.paiig not 
easy ;to de^cmbe^at the c^rtaiqty tb^ AMW^ 
removal tO; their houae, w^uld more than 
«ver facilitate his roefuis of intercourse with 
her. This conviction, inflaming: all the pra* 
vions aversion . whipb $\ie Jhad .c^iceived 
against fa^ Ck»isu|> c%u^ her to listen to « 
4eomimunicat^q4J*-«T0<}ier]v«|^ so wekoipe jtQ 

)^iv?-^with. the^ gloonijie«t and piost bitter 

disoont^* 

Mrs. Cleveland, on the ccnitraiy],: had 

scarbdy ever smiled -so .sweetly npfMa.her 

niece, as. whih| reCeiviiig her fa^ewel 009^ 
,pltmenl». To gist rid /m> ch^plty <^ a comp 

panHMd for htx. dan|^ra sno inwfl^rabiy 
Jbrmed to eeUjne tiiWi,< Was not im eyept t^ 
^be %htly £sregarded. In jj^portiw a^ 

her fastidious delicacy of taife wa^ |^kied 

every tisae she looked at the phia features 
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cf Barbftht. or Chrislti&a^ her pridife was&uii»>' 
bled wben she contemplbted in AdeUt a sii^ 
fenonty bo manifest orer hisr &V(>urite J^^ 
mirna. In addition to this^ she was ttejoioed 
to ftekoV6 from l^nealli I'albof s paternal 
fobf an object which shfe feared might be^ 
come so dangistoO* to himr and she also' 
Ifoped^ lihttt tlie departitre of so dreaded a. 
iompietitor woiitd ttod to soften ^e now 
akcM>8i liabittial ili^iumoitr to which the 
Iong-ii|cktIged| bot neitlicir thankfal nor, 
happy Jemima peraaitted herself to giva 
#ajt. 

jSarbarfet Was tht least affected at the se*^ 
jpasadon^ 6itfa» with coti<8era or pleasure, 
^ any of the party. She had formed no 
Schemes in whii!li Adehi eould interfere^ 
and tJierefore entertained against her no ill^ 
win ; but she had na heart which the most 
al^cAiing ^ualitieB eould touchy and there- 
f^e eould experience from no <lepriMtian 
any fegret. Self, absolute and unmixed^, 
reigned in her frigid bosom. She cared not 
who censured) who dii^red^ or wKo c6n- 
turred in her fastes and pursuits : to gratify 
her own mania for useless knowledge^ andi 
now and then to excite wonder or envy by 
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its display^ was all she had in view^ and al^ 
she demanded fo ensure the narrow portion^ 
of felicity it seemed her wish to attain : 

' If httman tilings went ill or well> , 

If changing empires rose or feU^ 

Hie morning past, the evening came. 

And found ibis * damsel * still the same. 

^le wished not, cared ifot, laoglMfd nor cried % 

Aoid so she Kve4, tfnd so she died.* Paxoa* . 

The General was out^ and not expected 
home till night. Adela therefore wrote to 
him^ and left in his study^ a short but grate-* 
fttl iarewel ; paid a parting visit to the nur- 
tery of the infant Laura^ and then hastened 
to apprize the delighted Amy of this new 
removal. 

Mrs. Cleveland, when she came down 
again^ graciously offered her the carriage to 
convey her to Cumberland Place, and Adela 
seeing it at the door, gladly accepted it, and 
in a few momeiits departed* 

No visits, on this first a nd most satisfac- 
tory day, were, of course, either received 
or paid by Mrs. Somerville. iTie hours 
were devoted to family affection and true 
domestic comfort. • All parties had much to 
hear, and much to commdnicate^ yet wer6 
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they all too little collocfted to ent^r tvilh 
Retail on any interesting, subject. Adela 
was never weary, of gazing at the , beloved 
&pes around her ; oi caressing the children^ 
or of meditating upon the happy change in 
h^r own circunistances. She admired^ as if 
she had beheld it for the first time, the 
beaipty and sweetness of her sister's coun* 
tenance; and she viewed wititi delight the 
perfect air of <H)nteiitment in- the frank as- 
pect of Mr. Sofnerville. Whilst thus em-- 
ployed, she hardly; wished to utter a syUa-- 
ble ; it was such a pleasure to her to hear 
their voices, that she seemed willing to 
resign every faculty but tbftt of listening to, 
and dwelling upon their acc^lits. 

The succeediog morning, ho wever, though 
it brought with it no diminution of satisfac* 
tion, rose upon them all with more sobriety 
of happiness, and during breakfast, they 

ware able to engage in a connected conver« 

« 

sfttion. 

. Mrs. Somerville asked many questions 
relatiiig to Julius ; and expressed some ap- 
l^ypeheitsion ei the efiect their intimacy with 
L^ Ennerdale would produce upon his 
irascible temper ; 



9 ficrupiiloiis Elinor/* cried Mr. 

^^ hear me» once for.all^ on. 

ttus perplexing, sulgect. I have the most 

qordial regard for your brother^ apd the. 

^ocere$t desire to live with him up9R. 

friendly terms. He is hot and passionajto. 

as a Salamander ; but he has 'seldom di* . 

rected' hia rash furies against me^. aad I 

knpw that, take him for all in allj \^ ita 

kind*-hearted and good felloiv* But neither 

my wish to oniciliate him as a relation. ' nor 

to please him as a frequent gu^tj shall in? 

duce me to renounce^ or even to check the 

intercourse of a man I so every way approve 

i^s Lord £nnerdiie« To this latter^ my 

doors shall alwi^ be open^ and ^ my band 

always readily extended^ If your Brother 

can tolerate the idea of associating with hip^ 

wdl and good ; I desire no better ; let them 

me^ and let their past differences be buri<^ 

m oblivion. If he cannot;— if be chuses 

to put me. to the. disagreeable necessity of 

deciding which of the two I must giye u]^^ 

grieve npt^ my dear Elinor^ if I acp popi^fio 

in resolving, it shall not be I^ovd £iMUirdde. 

^ exacts no stcrifices^ and ttiei<ifoce qii|^ 

aot to be made one/* 
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^* If yoU had not spdfceit cjuite so sternfy, 
my goo4 brother,*' said Adela, ^* I should 
say you had spoken like an oracle! But 
whence this wondrous attadhment to Lord 
Snneirdale, whom, when I last quitted Rose- 
down-Court/ you did not even know by 
sjghtr 

" No tinlair play, Adela,*' exclaimed Mr^« 
domerviSe, '^ the elucidation of that mystery 
h my province t and ad I have not the smalU 
ibt ehance of ifistii^uishing myself, like my 
lord and mft8ter> in the didactic style of ora* 
tory, pipay leave me the descriptive.** 

** Ydu Are two saucy critics,'* cried Mr* 
Somerville, *^ and afe s^^iaag to persuade 
ifie that the wisie^ determination I ever made 
in my life, has been expressed in the des- 
potic hnguage of a Bashaw I But your 
comments trouble me not. Ifeel and know' 
that X am right. I act from no motives of 
self-interest, and am guided by no sentiments* 
of unjust partiality. The pleasure I promise 
myself from the society of Lord Ennerdale, 
would be ^ncrejfised by the friendly partici-^ 
pation of Julius ;— it shall not, however, be 
destroyed by his unreasonable etiniity. But 
now, Elinor, tell your story. I grow some^ 
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what more earnest than I widi^ and shall be 
glad to divert my thoughts.** 

^^ Well then, my dear Adela^** said Mrs. 
Somerville^ ^you mini endeavour toreeal 
to your remembrance^ that once upon a tima^ 
there lived in a solemn old CMtle^ close to 
our more modern and humble habitation^ a 
redoubted Peer^ famous for loviqg to be at 
variance with all his neighbours, and invete* 
latdy iU^isposed, in particul«r» against ouir 
whole race. This amiable perseni^^ yoK 
doubtless recoUiect^ was entitled Ossely. He 
had a lady and two daughters ; a nsplj^w, 
who was his heir^ and eke his son-in-law % 
uid a niece who ^siiis ward. These illus* 
trious (oXkB, w&^ never encountered except 
iqpon the kingV highway, or at church-^th^ 
Isst place where I was anxipus to see people 
irbMe pride always put my own self^nse- 
^nce into a ferment ! As tor the youthful 
heir^ he so seldom visited the castle after his 
fliarriage, that of him we beheld nothings 
tad gradually^ almost forgot that such a fn^ 
ture neighbour was in reserve for us. But one 
day^ the noble old Viscount died I And not a 
Mdy I verily believe^ has to this hour, re* 
>Mid)ered to bestow upon bis memory tiie 
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tiibnte of a ten*. 1 am very certain^ at teasf, 
that the poor in our vicinity, have hitherto 
remitted that ceremony. How the rich 
might acquit themselves — being by custom, 
better versed in etiquette, it is not for me to 
determirre; I can only say, with the vera- 
city of a conscientious historian, that what- 
ever tears were due to him from vs, remain 
yet to be shed. But peace to his manes 1 
I should not have spoken of him with such 
levity, had I remembered a single good qua- 
lity for which he was worth lamenting. 
^ ** He had the comfort, however, just in 
time to grace his epitaph with the title, of 
succeeding, afew wefks |Nrisvious to his de'. 
'mise, to the lionours of an 'Earldom : and 
the poor simple man, thoti^ht it worth his 
%hile, eveu 'from a sick bed, to order the 
emblazoning* 6f his new heraldic dignities 
on every coach, chariot, chaise, waggon^ 
cart, and wheelbarrow in his possession. • It 
was from seeing these ensigns armoria) fresh^ 
ly painted over the door of a little inn he 
liad established on the outskirts of his de^ 
mesne, that we first learnt his recently-ac- 
quired distinctions. Two days afterwards; 
w6 heard of his fleath ! Was not this carry- 



Hag thsf r^ing pamon to the grave ? And, 
in ' the coAne of time or four weeks> we 
bad the edite»tion <^ beholding, just oppol 
site our pew$ i|i the jmrish chiurch, a pom« 
p6as escdtcbMn^ and ndtr it, a marble ino^ * 
iRiineiitel slab, setting fortli, in large letters, 
the birth^ deatb^ i^, and titles of Adolphus 
Mordington, Vtsdownt Ossely, and Earl of 
Eniietdale ir-'Do you not think his hcmows 
came to him at a happy inoaate^t r*«i» 

** I think, my dearest Eleanor, tbat yoil 
are, <m this sulgect, inhumanly sarcaiticJ* 

" Perhaps T am : but I have no wi^ to 
^yissemtfle the decided antipathy willi whidh 
I regard every man: of great ritihes, yet gl^t 
ttselessiiass.-^A. splendid foneral, peribitned 
in the country, from which the ruafies turd 
away with expressive indiflference> alway* 
gbrts me, if the deceased has resided amongst 
them, a bad opinion of his past 1^^ and 
fills, me with in^gnaition against bis ehanks^ 
tar. . , Popuburity may be so ches^dy purekas* 
ed in a village^ that to forfeit it entirely, tbe 
otraerof a large m«inon nmtt have been «i 
niggard of tlie very fragments whic^'were 
earned from his taMe : for these alone, givM 
wstb: dieerfiilMai at his gat^* would faaifc. 



49 VIIAlfrS <W NikTUSS. 

him same portum of teguri. But tilie IstB 
JLord Eimerdale, tlnMigh the 8teq>le . fadls 
tolled for him, I heliOTe^ a whole dayi-^ 
thaugh m(Mre fealbeirs^. ociirftt and hfttlxmis 
^jppeared at jhis bbseqims (hMi the peasants 
bad e^er sepi^ b^re^ attracted hone but 
jchiidiren t$ foXkovr i»s heiisse^ aod wbb daim* 
ly su^ered to proceed to fait grave with Ikis 
A^^tiye i^fQ^rk ; ^ They be ringibg^ I be* 
]ieve for the gpre^ fhy iioni thatlindia 
yofiid fine eafi^e. I did never hear of mtk*h 
gOQ^ he did* Mayhap his heir may be a 
^^i^ent sKHrtof mw^, like T *' 

** We wilj h^Hpe he inay P cried Adeia*-^ 
: ^^ I truat^ indeed> he nms no risk of ever 
pfovpllingso aarry an etegy !-r~But to dejMurt 
£0001 all d^ieittion^ '. and eome^ at leo^th^ to 
tbe cbmqaeoeem^iitM oiir aoquaiiUABce wttli 
jhim* The fine caade had bean abut 1^ £ir 
&m^ ]lk>filh85 and we knew not, .nqr, in 
4xttiii ivfeiie . wry aoliditopa to iearn^ how 
•amfib Iqpger it imgfal! frown in emj^y gmr 
tdenr*. One jdear bright tnorpijag, however^ 
iwhSit yon wete at Flne^Lo^ay^ the nurse of 
«qr;two little girls, came to me with the 
(face of an ansdons petitioner* Her ihotfaevy 
a f«iy . m^i ^Bgpn, resiifii^ in a village at 
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Some miles distance^ she told me was al»tm^ 
in^y ilL A iieigkbour had been to Kose^ 
4owE to coouBunicate to her the intelU- 
fWCQ, and poor Mai^r^E earnestly iiesought 
me to }et her go and yisk this tiick parent 
immediately: — ^You will easily believe^ that 
so reasonable a request laet with no refussL 
But Margaret had not y^ obtained aU that 
she desired. The venerable in^lid^ she 
^dy was particiikrly fond of both dfie little 
indieS'*-*iQeaning my two girb-*— but Miss 
fiUen, the youngest, she quite doated uponi 
%ni, if I would consent to her taking the 
ehild with her^ she was 8i»re*it would be the 
gmatest cordial 'to her mother in tbe whole 
Urorld! — ^I re^ssesmted to the good 'dreattmi^ 
the sdditional fatigue she would incur^ by 
hurthening herself with so helpless a com-^ 
panion ; but finding her still very solicitous 
to gain her point, I ofiered bar the convc^ 
nience of some sort of icarriage. She de* 
fitted the proposal with *nfsay thanks ; aver^ 
rin^, that in every species of covered vdii** 
de, she was always ill; and Hiaking so 
tight of' the walk, and of the distanoe^ that^ 
in the«nd| I assented toiler scheme. 

*' It was yet early, and the nurse set 
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forth on her expedition with the delighted 
little gtrU just as M r* Soaierville and I were 
going to breakfast. I charged her to return 
before it was dark^ and^ relying on heit 
punctuality, thought no more of the matteir 
till towards three or four o'clock. The day, 
which had hitherto continued serene and&ifj 
then began ^o change. Some heavy clouds 
lowered in the horizon ; a cold, bleak wind 
whistled through the trees,* and, in 4»bortj 
every indication that could prognosticate a 
wet, and, perhaps, stormy aftejrnoon, suc- 
cessively appeared. — I then naost heartily 
repented the too easy consent which I had 
given. Mr. Somerville was out; but I ap^ 
plied for the opinion of the. gardener, and 
of every weather-wise domestic about the 
bouse. They all confirmed my apprehen* 
sions ; and * I was meditating to send one of 
the most intelligent amohgst them to meet 
the poor pedestrians with warm cloaks and 
an umbrella. But, lo ! at that very moment^ 
a loud clap of thunder, followed by a tre*^ 
mendous shower of mingled hail and rain^ 
gave so serious an increase. to my alarm^ 
that I instantly (mlered cme of the carriages 
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to be got ready, purposing to go in it toy-* 
self in search of the dripping wanderers; • 

*^ Mr. Somerville, .meanwhile, came • in, 
and whilst the horses were hastily putting, 
to, we still remained in the hall, lamenting 
the unfortunate termination of an excursioQ 
80 auspiciously begun. Suddenly a man, 
whose streaming apparel dduged the pave-* 
ment as he entered^ rushed into the house. 
He carried under his ample greatcdat some 
lort of bundle^ and supported upon one arm 
my scared, adventurous, drenched, aiid con-e 
trite nurse. . - 

■^ Mr. Somerville and I, at" the saitoe in- 
stant, exclaimed— ,j 

** Where is Ellen ?-^Margareti for Hea- 
ven sake I where have you left Ellen ?'* ' 

" Here's Ellen !'* answered the supposed 
bundle i peeping, laughingly, from under 
the stranger's coat. . ^ 

" We both flew to her, and with grateful 
joy received her into ouf armj, scarcely 
less dry and warm than if she had just de^ 
8i;0nded from the nursery. « 

" How infinitely are, we indebted tb ' 
you r we cried, addressing her unkn'owii ' 

D 3 
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pfoteeior/ ^^ this is an obligation &ever to 
be repaid nor forgotten T' 
' ^^ Wbibt thus speaking, we sought to 
obtain a view of his countenance, obscuiredi 
kt oniee by his drifting hat and the dark« 
< ess attending the storm. He had not yet 
lered a word^ and tjie plainness of his 
.rb indicated nothing beyond a farmer in 
isy circumstances. We were, anxious to 
nd in him a person of our own condition ; 
nee no reward so readily suggested itself 
> our hearts to ofier him, as our devote«| 
iendship. 

'^ At last the invidious hat was removed, 
d whilst it was undergoing a manful 
ing to rielieve it from the superabundant 
)isture pouring from it, a face to noble^ 
ingenuous, so prepossessing presented it- 
' f to our view, that we mutually and in* 
, ntly concurred in thiuking it could be« 
' ^;: to no one who was not ' of the. better 
brder of bemgs.* --^ Adela, you no doubt 
have guessed that k was the waim-hearted 
successor of the cold-hearted Lord Ennqr* 
llale Whom we had the happiness of behold- 
ing !«*— Jttst as the storm w(ui beginning ^ 
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hsA discovered mj poor Margaret^ exhausts 
€d by fiutigite^ jet terrified at the appro^ch-^ 
kig deluge^ seated oa a batik by th^ road 
aide, at the distance of nearly a mile from 
tfie house. She was (mt of the reach m 
sa^y betiar shelter than ^bB .trees or hedges 
^orded^ and fully aware of the isiseoui^ty 
of her post, yet too v^eary and diaphited to 
^r. Ellen, insensible of apprehension, 
was plajing arotmd her, and busily .engageid 
m seeking' for primroses along the bank; 
To ali Margaret's ^hortations^to come an4 
tti qttietiy under the protection dT ber.eteak 
tiK the rails was. owr, dbe .gaily refiised tm 
liitetu 

^ \jsrA Etmerdale wa» struck ^by the 
fci&f oS 1^0 wematt in ssqf^sing that so 
Msuffieient- a oov^ng would pfeitenre the 
child from the effects of the torrent whieh 
lie s^W mpend&^g. He stopped^ and urged 
her, almost angrily, to ^ert herself, and, 
snake the best of her way home. 

^ Lord ketp us, and deliver us^T* ex- 
iplainlied Miirgaret, more disposed te> cry 
tiian t»^ move, ^' I have not strength to carry 
Sttle iniss a yard fkrtber, if my life depends 
•d upon it ! And l^m.supe she won't be able 
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tcr walk fast enougli herself to escape oi^ 
drop of rain, let me hurry ,ber ever so! 
Why, Sir, I have bad her in my arms this 
morning (to he sure it was my own fault for 
asking to take her with me) during a walk 
of seven miles; and now, I am so knocked 
up, I can neither lift my band to my head, 
iaor set one foot before the other/' 
, *' Hep good-natured auditor, when he 
Had heard this account, ^ceased his remon- 
strances, and, without waiting to enquire 
.how fkr she had to go, or to whom^eehild 
Jbelonged^ he raised the Kttte creature in bii 
arms, at the very moment the clouds began 
most furiously to discharge fbeir contents; 
Ridding the nurse lean on him - for support, 
he^the^ set forward with all the dispatch 
which, when thu6 doubly encumbered^^ he 
<roidd u^. ' 

: *♦ Dq you think, my dear Adek, wc 
jcouldjlearn these particulars udmoyed ? Far 
otherwise : whilst Margaret^ in the over-* 
flowing thankfulness of her heart, detailed 
the whole histoiy in the hall^ we were ready 
to embrace her humane conductor, and 
cbuld scarcely hear her to the end before 
ime besought him to^pend the remainder of 
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^the d4jr with us, and to suffer Mr. Soofier- 
yiile to furnish him with dry garments. . 
. ^^ After a moment's hesitation^ he said, 
with a smile, that though it was but an 
awkward thing to a man^ to be his own in- 
troducer, yet, as he was well assured, that 
be must be personally a stranger to us, lie 
thought it would be scarcely honourable to 
profit from <>ur hospitality, without inform- 
ing us to whom, it was extended ;"" — " Ifjt** 
continued he, *^ I might be permitted to add 
the privilege of calling, mystlf your friend, 
to the pleasant circumstance of being one of 
^our neairest neigbljKHirs, I should always 
.consider this as a day of peculiar good for* 
tune. You have honoured with an invitis^ 
^Qu, the owner, and, at present, the solitary 
inhabitant of Mordington- Cattle." 
. " Perhaps you are of opinion, Adeb/* 
pursued Mrs, Sproerville, " that on hearing 
such . intelligence, I ought iinmediately, in 
iconsideration of the duel with Julius, to 
have sent for the longest broom in the housoi 
!md have swept the unhallowed intruder out 
at the door! But, in good truth, I wan 
8ei2ed with no such sisterly fanaticism. Tt^ 
service our new friend had rendered us ; my 

D 4 
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eanviction, that in the unfortunate affair of 
the challenge^ Julius had been the sole ag'* 
gres8or^«-and above ail^ the favourable im-» 
pi^ssion wrought upon my mind by the 
EarFs truly engaging deportment and appear-^ 
ance— these combined motives, some ra* 
tional, and some, I allow, a little feminine^ 
induced me to pers^ere* n0 le«s frankly in 
my civilities after he had announced himself 
iban*' before I had any suspicion- of his 
lineage and descent.** 

^ A thousand thanks, my dearest sister,'^ 
cried Ai^ela, ^ for this recital ; it has gtveii 
me very great pleasure. But how much d^ 
1 wish it could have been made in &e pre* 
9^nee of Julius 1 Might it not have produced 
Upon him a disposition to relax a tittle in hi^ 
prejudices against Lord Ennerdale ?^'' 

** Nothing is less probable. I reaHy be- 
lieve tibat one great reason why Julius hatel 
\kvak so bitterly is, that he finds people in 
general so much inclined to^hke him. Tim 
inore he hears therefore in his commendation, 
froo^ us^ in particular, the more will he be- 
eome confirtiied in his injustice. Tlie wisest 
elan, I am persuaded, which vre can any of 



TO panrue,. will be to talk of htm ai littfc 
before JuHus as poissible.'* 

Mr. Somerville now enqnired upon what 

i«rms Lord Ennerdale was with the General ? 

• • • * • . , 

*^ They frequently meet,* replied Adela^ 
^ and without the slightest symptoms of 
hostility,'* 

*^ Does he visit in Berkeley-Square r *• 
*' He nerer has whilst I have been there.** 
•* When did you see him last ? " , 
^ Yesterday ; he overtook n»e in the park 
to announce your welcome arrival." 

Mr. Somerville rioW abruptly started up— 
** He knows then^ that we are in town ? ** 
cried he — ^ Tlvat being the case, I will go 
this minute and ask him to dinner.** 

His *Iady made no opjposition to the 
tcheme^ and he instantly sallied forth to put 
it in execution; promising, at Adela*s re« 
quest^ likewise to call upon her brother. 



CHAP. III. 

CONTRAST. 

Wh5N the two sisters were alone—** You 
boasted much in your last letter, my dear 
f iri/* Mid Mrs. SomerviHe^ ** of your entire 

X> 5 
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exanjption^ as ^r as relates to Julias^ of 
every sentiment of fear : but tell me h6- 
nestlyj is there not at least as much of this 
feeling as of love in the attentive observance 
which you seem disposed to pay him ? ** 

^^ No, dearest Elinor, there is not indeed* 
-^I am almost apprehensive that it may sound 
arrogant again to declare, that,- except my 
■fether, I am not afraid of any one ! — ^There 
are many, indeed, whom I would not wil- 
iully offend for the world ; and Julius is, of 
the number ; but the sole reason is, that I 
/eel grateful to him and warmly attached, 
-pthers, I should be equally reluctant to disr 
^please, from a sense of dqty; and some, I 
would remain at peace with/ merely to avoi^ 
the trouble of a quarrel.** 

" Then you are determined not to allow 
Julius to influence your attachments or aver^ 
sions?'* 

^'. I never will refuse to hear his ' pleaded 
reasons : * but, after hearing them, if 1 re- 
main unconvinced, I hope to preserve suffi- 
cient steadiness tQ act without any servile 
•aurd disingenuous deference to his opinions. 
In * regard to Lord Ennerdale, I was at first 
apprehensive^ from the ei^traordin^ry iimj 
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(brage' his speaking to me gave my brother^ 
that something discreditable attached itself 
to. his character. Had that suspicion proved 
Ivell founded^ I will db myself the justice t^ 
assert^ that not ^ven Julius himself, could 
have dictated to me more dislike of Lord 
Entierdale thaa I should ;hav^ been ready to 
feel. Knowing how upright and amiaUe he 
had once been, I should have hated him for 
letting the world so easily corrupt a naturally 
good disposition. But I now more clearly 
comprehend the whole affair. I see that iny 
brother is under the guidance of a stubborn 
and contracted spirit of inveteracy* . I fore- 
bode much useless discussion with him : but 
.whilst the object of his aversion appears to 
me in a blameless lights I will accustom 
myself^ as much as possible!, to listen to the 
misrepresentations of his enemies with com^ 
posure, and to act as though I heard them 
not," i 

Mrs. Somerville was highly gra^fied by 
this speech : 

" Perhaps,** said she, ^^ I aoD hardly qoua- 
petent, in the present case, to be an in^piur-r 
tkl judge of yofur determination: b()t it 
foems to me so equitable and wise^ thiit I 
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know not bow any thing eonkl be added M 
its propriety.** 

In the co«iM of the morning, Mrs. Clever 
land and Jemima paid a visit in Cumberland 
Place. Adefo. -was in her own ftparttnent 
when ^ey arrived, and knew not that they 
had been in the bouse till after they had 
left it. 

^^ I was very sore/* said Mrs. Somervtlle, 
^ that you had no partteular wish to see 
1lkem ; and as their stf^ was shorty and they 
only enquired how you did^ without eepress^ 
ing any anxiety to make the enquiry in 
person, I thought that it was needless to 
distuHi you. Our good Aunt looks as much 
like one of the evergKen beauties of Cleo*- 
patra's stock, whom ^ age cannot witlier,^ as 
when I last saw hen Were her temper but 
as smooth ^ her brow, what an Aunt would 
(Ae be ! But, my dear Adek, ca» you inter-^- 
pret to me the meaning of poor Jemima's 
ttioody aspect ? — She p«t me in mind, the 
whole time she staid, of the womian Madame 
da Sevign^ describes, who a^)eared as if 
she had signed a compact with Sataii, and 
the day was approaching to deliver herself 
up I I assufe youi there was a sullenness m 
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liir eMfttonance quite mniaoos; and thif, 
.wbo used to be tiio greitest prater ia tlie 
ftmilyy scvcelj uttered a doKo wovds whil«t 
the visit lasted. What can all this be ) I« 
it dttappoiiited ambitioh ? Or does she really 
fancy herself in love ? *' 

*^ I* believe;' said Adefa, <' that ft is a 
htiik the result of both. We cannot tell 
what codstructktt she liiay have put uppn 
Wky pait atte»tioii« whieb Lord Ennerdale 
iMia shewn her. Certain it is, that she noMr 
aeeniB very miserabie ; and I am sometimea 
tempted to think, he carried hia unmeaning 
civilities i^nrther than, in strict eonsideratioa 
oTher future happiness^ he ought to have 
done. — No ratibnal creature could have im^ 
fatbed wo coiiftrmed a predilection without 
Mceiving some adequate ^ficouragement.*^ • 

^ But Who has been rash enough to asseA 
that Jemima is a rational creature? One 
characteristic of such a sort of animal which 
^he used to have«-]oughing-«she has hoW 
given up ; and I realty know not any other> 
which in strict integrity she cobld be said t<^ 
possess. She has quickness, and volubility^ 
and skill, to a certain extent, in managing 
her own little pitiful cabab : but ii by ra^^ 
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tionality, you mean judgment, juttioe, m^ 
((deration, atid undesigning frankness — ^Je^ 
jtnima has not a particle of these qualities in 
her nature.** 

At this moment, Mr. Somerville retttrft-* 
ed. 

" I have «een your brother," cri^d' he, 
^addressing Adela, ^^ and he is coming h^ 
.by and by, to shake hands with Elinor, 
Xord Ennerdale cannot dine with us, but he 
ivill call in the evening. I found with him 
^ relation, a Mr. Annesley, who married 
his late wife's sister. They were both en^ 
ga^ed to dine at Mrs, Elmer's.'* — > 

" Do you know that lady, my dear Eli* 
jior ? enquired Adelar— 
^ $( V^ry slightly : but why do you ask ?'*— • 
. ^^ Because I ought to call upon her. Sbf 
left a card for me in Berkeley-Square, and 
Lord Ennerdale gaye me rather ^a serioUs 
jBort of lecture for omitting to return it."— ^ 

f^ He was perfectly right!** aied Mr» 
Somerville, ** s.he is a woman <^ irre» 
proachable character.'*. • • • 
^ " And. of some eccentricity !** interrupted 
bis wife-— ^^ however, the visit shall be scruff 
p^lously paid to-morrow. 
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. ht ihe evening, Juliu9^ according to 
af^ointment^ made his appearance. Her 
greeted Mrs. Somerville with aflfectionate 
pleasure ; was in high spirits^ and congra^ 
tulated Adela very heartily on being eman-* 
cipated from her recent prison. 

'/ Prison ! ** repeated Mrs. Somerville^ 
Tff ith surprise, *^ I thought she went out 
prpetually.'* 

« Whether it was their feult for making' 
^ery engs^ement disagreeable/V resumed 
Julius, " or her*8, for being too ready to 
think them so, I know not : but it is a fact, 
$hat for thi^ last, week or ten days, she bast 
been as completely immured as if sentenced 
for her sins to solitary confinement.'V— 

He then asked to see the children ; bu£ 
being told that they had been gone to bed 
above an hour, he said — '^ well, good rest 
betide them I I never invited myself to loak^ 
at babies before ; but I thought .it would be 
ar pretty compliment to Elinor, as their 



mamma.'V 
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And now, I suppose," cried M^rs. So-^ 
merville, laughing, ^^ your conscience will 
be at r^t^ if you don-t^ see them for tSm 
m<mthr - 



$A ISACn OF VATQUMi 

'^ It 'eertamly ib, now, yoiir affiiir mire 
than mine. I havie done the eivil ihififf 
^ee» and I won*t promise }^u that I shati 
petnember to do it 8^m.**-«- 
• A knock at the street door^ announcing 
another visitor, was tlian heard. Mrs. So-^ 
mervilie^ ilnd Adela, anticipating the en- 
trance of Lord Emierdale, looked at eaeh 
other with some trepidation. But JuIiuSj 
witlioiiit observing it, went on gaily talking, 
till a servant, coming up stairs^ annouooeA 
Lord Ennerdaje. 

Adela ventured not to raise her ejes from 
^e work which shut had a moment before 
9liatehed up. Mr. and Mrs. SomerviHe, 
however, both approached the Earl with 
gte^t cordiality, and thanked him for being 
90 feithful to bis promise-^' 

^' When I heard where you intended 
to dine, my Lord,** said Mrs. Somerville^ 
*^ I own, I had but little hope of seeing 
you. How is it that; you conld contrive 
to depart from your agreeable hostess so 
early r 

" Early and late are comparative terms," 
Implied he ; — '^ to you, my dear Mnj. So^ 
merville, my visit may appear imseasonaUy 
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early; to ^mysel^ I assure you^ it seems- 
uiux}a9ciaiiably late.*^ 

He diea advaiked towards Adeh^ and' 
passing near her brother, turned his head td^ 
look at him. The deepest erimson dyed 
tile cheeks of both, as their eyes first met t 
in those of Julius, instantly appeared an 
expression of kindlii^ hostility, which it 
was evident be did not even wish to cBs- 
guise ; and in his attitude and whole deinea** 
nour, there was a manifestation of prided 
afid statelihess, that not even Mr. Somei^ 
ville could view without alarm. 

Lord £nner«bile.saw it all : but he saw it 
with the coolneto of a man defeermiiied, in 
the preseiiee of ladies, not to ei^hibtt an^ 
nrascibihty^ not to iindu^ any ifttempeHftttf 
feelings. Slight^, but caknly bowing, ^em^ 
fore, he proceeded forwarcl, and, ^ in hit ae^ 
eustpmed tone of Voice, said to Adela x-^^ 

^ I am chared by Mrs. Elmer wkfn 
many eon>][^meRts to you, an4 strictly en- 
joined to say, that ^he hopes Mrs. Somer* 
vtWe's arrival in town, wiU depme you of 
every excuse fi>r iw)t letting her see more of 
you."" . 
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Adela recovering her own tranquillity hy, 
the view of his, bestowed upon him a smile 
of the gentlest gratitude for his forbearance, 
and cheerfully answered :—• 
, " My sister and I came to.a resolution, 
this very morning, of deferring no longer 
than till to-morrow our first visit to her.'* 
. They then all arranged themselves round 
tlie table at which she was sitting ; and Mrs« 
Somerville, not wholly without success, en* 
4eavoured to introduce subjects of general 
coaveiisafion, and to establish ease and har^ 
nafony amongst all present. Her newly-arri^ 
ved guest most readily gave into her design ; 
lie was communicative, yet no monopolist 
of attention ; and animated without affect^*^ 
^ ing any pecuhar display of gaiety. Adeta 
had never beheld him to more advantage, 
nor ever witnessed so genuine an instance of 
native good-teniper blended with acquired 
good-breeding. 

The contrast offered by Julius, obstinately 
silent, and. sullenly observant, was striking 
andgrievoust. He seemed determined either 
|o out-stay the Earl, or so exactly to measure 
the le^h of his own visits as to depart td 
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the same moment. Each of bis sisters oc- 
casionally addressed him: but he disdained 
the ceremony of answering them ; looked 
more gloomy in proportion as he was more 
courted ; and had his influence and autho- 
rity been adequate to his unsocial humour, 
would have thrown a complete damp over 
the spirits of the whole, party^ and have 
sealed up ievery body^s lips as closely as ht» 
own. 

-On any other occasion^ Mrs. Somerville, 
availing herself of the privileges of elder- 
ship^ would not have scrupled to animadveft 
upcm his ill^bumour with the raillery it de- 
served : but she knew £he danger of eicaspe- 
rating still further a spirit already upon the ^ 
qui vwe, and .prompt^ on tl^ slightest pro- 
vocation^ to burst out into a bkse. She 
therefore hazarded no observation upon his. 
reserve, and not even an expostulating look 
was directed towards him. . Growing weary, 
at length, of the unamusing part he was 
performing, and recollecting also an engage- 
ment which called him elsewhere, he sud* 
denly started up, and without individually 
addressing any body, bluntly uttered a growl^ 
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'vag *^ Good night/ and made his tralf^wdk 
fooaeeijjt 

Lord £ni)«rdale> from motives of delicaeyy 
tnd the tefA of the party^ froHi feelings «f 
^[iftiiie^ forbore, after he was gone, fincm 
making any remark upon his oondnd:, ov 
frora even- mentioning his name. All, how-^ 
ever, were sehtible c^ the relief afibrded bjr 
his departure ; wd an iqcre»e of cheef» 
fulness resulted from it, which rendered ths&m 
9o'tin€onseioas of tbe{MrogreM of ttme> that 
midnight wrived> *ere any idea of aejwPBtiiiy 
ImA ooetivved to diemv ), 



CHAP. IV. 

MOaTtFTCATIOH- 

The next morning, Mrs. Someryille anq 
Adela drove to Mrs. £lmer*s as soon as th§ 
accustomed hojor of visiting permitted it, and 
not only found her at home, but were re^ 
ceived with the most flattering distinction, 
She voUinteered to Adela her oflfers of ser- 
vice as a Chaperon, whenever Mrs. Somer- 
vilie was disinclined ta go out ; pressed he^ 



to accept a seat that night in her box at the 
Opera ; l^tit to both the sisters sevieral new^ 
lypublisbed books^ and, in shorty- was so 
liberal of her courtesyy and so obviously de» 
ftirous tb ingratiate herself into their fsvoor^ 
that after quitting her^ Mrs. Somerville eoidd 
not help laughingly observing — 

^* Yoti have had a warm friend, Adela, at 
^ coiirt of thi^ fashionable 80V4rFeign! I 
bive for some years been accustomed td 
meet her occasionally, and we have eadi 
Mood upon the other's visiting-list almost 
from the time I first married : bat so gra<» 
ciousiy disposed as shte appeared at Ifajs 
Inorning^s interview, I had never yet in any 
degree b^eld her. Pray commend me to a 
tontintiation of the good offices whidb I aI-« 
i^dy owe to the favourite and cx>cinseUor 
whose interest with this Lady has bsen so 
tttccefiRtfuHy exerted for yoars^f *— •• 

*^ I Assnredty will," answered Adela, smit^ 
iQg4 ^^ But tell me, my dlscemifig, and 
tiicely^nalyzing sister, what is your red 
Opinion of Mrs. Elmer r Yon speak tyf hw 
in a way that leads me to think, you enters 
tain no very high esteem for her."— 
' ^ She is,^---but tktre nms be it spoken*-^ 
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a sort of character which I should tremble 
to see you much connected with, were I less 
confident of your good sense, your good taste, 
and your good principles. She is not ad- 
dicted to any glaring improprieties ; she is 
no gamestress ; she h^s escaped all stigma on 
the score of gallantry ; she pays her trades- 
men, and she behaves tolerably to her family 
and dependents. But her craving appetite 
for notoriety^ makes her guilty of many out- 
rageous breaches of true feminine delicacy. 
She talks loud in public; she aims always at 
being the principal object of general atten^ 
tion, the * cynosure of neighbouring eyes.' 
She is confident, familiar, and overbearing in 
her manners towards men ; and very often 
insolently, negligent towards women. To 
say the truth, she constantly reminds me^ 
though ambitious of being thought Original^ 
of an humble copyist of some saucy womaii 
of fashion in a Novel or a Play. These are 
dWacters which, if their delineators hav^ 
any other meaning in describing them, than 
to write an an\using and vendible book, ar^ 
probably le^s intended for imitation than for 
beacons. But they are often so sportively^ 
ao glitt^ringly drawn; .so much popularity 
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seems attached, and so much influence is 
ascribed to them, that they allure infinitely- 
more followers than the less flippant and im-^ 
perfect heroines with whom they are meant 
to contrast. Let not Mrs. Elmer, however^ 
dearest Adela, allure you to renounce. the 
unaffected and unobtrusive simplicity of de<^ 
meanour, for which I am ])ersuaded^ that; 
even in: this sophisticated town, you will 
gaia many sincere admirers. Never adopt 
the odious maxim^ so openly in vogue amongst 
some of our Misses, that a slight degree of 
affectation is a necessary ingredient to pro-^ 
cure attention : the young and handsome 
debase themselves by such paltry arts ; and 
what charm can they give to the old and 

ugly r— ' 

** With «uch a friend as you are, to guide 
and counsel me^ I trust, my dear Elinor, I 
am tolerably safe. But is Lord Ennerdale 
quite jusf ifiable in wishing me so much to 
form an intimacy with a woman like Mrs. 
Elmer ?"— 

. " Lord Ennerdale has known her from 
the time he left College — known her, till the 
glare of her follies has mellowed upon his 
ohservationy and. lost all its power strongly 
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to afiect bis semes. He would distingtmrii 
them, no doubt, most plainly in a new acK 
quaintance; but loiig habit, blunts our se&^ 
aibility 'equally of defects and beanos. fie» 
iSdes, 1 am firmly of opinion^ that reryt^w 
men ara competent to decide upon a woman's 
veal merit, till tiiey are old enough to have 
•fiaugbters grown up^ As parents, tbey view 
female manners, they Itst^i to female soi^ 
!Versatton, and tbey attend to female pi^oprie« 
!ty with feelings widely differing from those 
tvith which they cursorily marked all these 
particulars whilst only seeking, as yoimg and 
unconnected individuals, their own amuses 
tnent) and the shortest way of murdering 
time. Lord Ennerdale, aho, I make na 
doubt, takes into consideration, your evident 
Sdp^iority to the common riin of unreflect- 
ing girls, and deems you safer, becauae km 
Ic^ws you to be more reasonable. ' He baa 
a high opinion of Mrs* £lmer*s goodness oi 
heart ; he is witness ta her being visited Qnd 
Courted by women of the first respectability $ 
he knows her parties to be the pleasantest 
and most attractive in town ; and be heart 
from her own lips, that she is particularly 
desirous to cultivate your acquaintance. An. 
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ii»t these' sufficient ' reasmis to exdUftie the 
zeal with whi^ he seeks to forward bef 



views ?*• 



" There is one test," said Adela, " to 
which, if I could bring this afikir^ I should 
be perfectly contented.'* 

^^ What is that?" • . 

^< I should like to asceftam, whether the 
intercourse he so solicitously recommends 
to me, he would, with equal readinessi 
sanctioQ in his lister." 

f^ Oh, I can fully satisfy your doubts on 
that head« Not only Miss Mordington, but 
dd Lady Ennerdale, the severest .advocate 
for the banishment from society of all sust 
pieious <j[esert^. visit Mrs. Elmer withoat 
the smallest scruple. If / have been mora 
backward in seeking her society^ it is be* 
cause I do not like her, and my acquaint- 
ance amongst those whom I do like, is ^uf r 
ficiently extensive. — ^Now are you dispose4 
to be quite in x^harity s^ain with your old 
friend Algernon ?" 

^^ Yes^ dear Elinor; &r what a welU 
prinicipl^ man would countaoanee in hi^ 
sister^ ^no other woman has « right to think 
hifd ioomsiderate for approvii^ in htf also.** 

\0L. III. % 
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^^ Plato, thou reasofist we///— I like y^ur 
criterion much ; and the inference yoii have 
drawn from it still better." 
' ' Julias had departed from Cumberland 
Place in so indignaixt a disposition, that he 
almost formed the rash determination of 
never going thither again. Several dap, 
indeed, elapsed, during which he wholly 
kept aloof; and as perseverance in error 
does but strengthen and confirm its invete- 
racy, and they who have long gone Wrong 
become ashamed at last of going right, it is 
probsible he migljt have adhered to his^ un- 
brotherly resolution throughout th^ whole 
^season, had not Adela prevailed upon Mrs. 
Somerville to storm his castle, as ^he called 
it, and to compel him, first to a parley, 
and then to an accommodation. 
* In plain terms, the two sisters drove one 
morning to Hertford Street at an hour that 
gave him no pretence to deny them admis- 
sion upon the plea of being from home ; 
and ailecting to deride or overlook all his 
fepulsive airs, they forced him' to hold a 
conference, which, however unpromising at 
the outset, ended in his consenting to join 
their party that day at diniier, upon ^e 
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^iqpre$9 ecmdition^ that no guest av^>wedly 
x>bnoi^ipi]s to hioi should be admitted. 

^^ We are so willing^ -my dear Julius^** 
sa^ Mrs. Somerville^ ^' to contribute our 
share towards spoiling you in your manhood 
a^ much as you w^e spoilt in your infancy, 
that neither my husband nor I will object, 
now and then, to any terms which you may 
chaise to propose previous to granting us the 
honour of your, high and mighty presence. 
To cky all is safe. There is not the smal* 
lest chance of your encountaring, within 
our wallsi the object you so irreconcilably 
4etest, for he is gone down to Windfi^r till 
neact Tuesday. But, by way of providing 
against fjature accidents, would it not be a 
good plan to keep^ in pay, between this 
house and ours, a sort of running footman, 
tp cbnv^ hourly intelligence to you dP aH 
the exits froq^i, and entrances into, our 
mansion ? Will you contribute your quota 
towards the expences of such a domestic ?** 
. ^^ Do you then suppose that I wish to 
^oid your idol from motives of fear T cried 
the irritable Julius — ^^ Let roe but meet 
him upon neutral gwund, and I care not if 
I jostle. £^inj^t him every hour in the day 1 

£ 3 
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Bat to $it and h^ar him Battered, fawued 
upon^ . concurred with on every subject, ex-- 
fitted ill his own imagination into a Phoenix^ 
a Demi-God! — By Heaven, it makes me 
fickr 

"This is not being so noble an enemy 
my dear Julius," said Mrs. Somervilk, ^^ as 
notwithstanding all the imperfections of 
your character, its^ openness -and generosity^ 
would lead ohe to expect. I can allow for 
the madness of unpremeditated passion : had 
I beein horii of the masculine gender, I can 
e^ily suppose, that, * jealous in honour, 
sudden and quick in quarrel,* I might have 
been as petulant and waspish an Achilles as 
yourself. But then, I am willing also to 
believe that, when the ^hrenzy of the mor 
ment was paist— when a personal encounter 
with my adversary had taken place, in which 
either his blood or my own had been shed, I 
should have sought (for the next indulgence 
of my prowess) a new antagonist. You, 
on the contrary, seem but the more confirm- 
ed in your hatred for having, once already, 
settled yeur difference^ as it is called, with 
your opponent. You will not allow us to 
suppose that it is a difference which ev^r 
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con be settled! Ab^ JuHus! is tbis real 
bravery? Is it a prW of a good^ a liberals 
hearted nature ?" 

*^ Curses on the man^**^ exclaimed Juliass 
in violent emotion^ ^' for whose sake I am 
thus schooled and lectured ! — Elinor^ I can- 
Dot-^I will not bear it! His name is abhor^ 
rent tb my ears ! his sight loathsome to my 
eyes ! You dl, I perceive^ are in a confe- 
deracy to siipport him« He has been the 
chief standard df excellence with Adela 
nearly from, her infancy «. Little does she 
suspect upon what fallacious grounds I Yoq^ 
Kave now elected Idt^^ Elinor^ to the lugfa« 
est rank amongst your own objects of wor- 
ship.* Soinetville more than participates-^ 
he even exceeds you both ^in the same spe*! 
dies of infiEtuation ; and that designing or 
romantic fool^ Jenbima^ has rio'tiliame in 
proclaiming 'that she is'dying for biml-— Is 
not all this enough from one family ? Why 
must ly likewise^ bow to the image you 
have set up ?" 

« .Well, wieli;' cried Mrs. Somerville, " a 
truce with these useless bickerings. Re- 
membeV you have passed your word to dine 
with us &is day ; and remember that> were 

E B 
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we, in compliance with your humour, to 
banish Lofd £)nnerdale entirely from our 
house,, you can scarcely enter any assembly,- 
any club, any public place, or even pice 
through the streets, without beholding him. 
You cannot deny him the privilege of breath- 
ing the same air with you ; you cannot in« 
t^rdict him from fire and water, and force 
him tither to starve^ or go into voluntary 
exile. Take patience, then, dear Julius ; 
and rather endeavour to relax in your hatred 
towarife him, than suffer it to extinguish 
your afiection for us/* ^- 

Ti^is conversation, impatiently as itfaadi 
been borne at the time, operated, however, 
0ome good effect upon Julius. It induced: 
him neither entirely to relinquish his visits 
in Cumberland Place, nor to make so capital 
8 crime of the favourable reception whicb 
he still saw granted there to Lord Enner^ 
dale. Yet there was one observation which 
he made during th^se visits, with great, and; 
perhaps, not unfounded displeasure, which 
he was eager to seize the earliest oj^ortu-* 
jiity of -communicating to Adela : 

^^ Can you endure,*' cried he, ^' to let En- 
nerdalQ think, because he is rich and a peer> 
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and you are poor and a commoner^ that you 
willingly stand by to see him^ courted to 
become your admirer ? . The Somenrilles, 
in their zeal to behold you a Countess^ are 
making you so cheap to him, that he him- 
self will be the first to punish their folly and 
your meanness^ by treating you with con- 
tempt ^nd impertinence P 

^^ Good Heaven^ Julius!" exclsumed Ade-. 
la^ ejttremely shocked, " what bitter 
strength of language do you use I — ^When 
have they made me cheap to him r When, 
have they shewn any desire to obtain lor me 
his admiration r"* 

4 

** Are you really so blind to their proceed*, 
ings ? Then thank me for opening your eyes, 
and profit from my wamiog. Even if your 
own secret wishes correspond with theirs^ 
Rcnember that it is always bad policy to 
f^ept the interference of indiscreet coadju* 
tors. But Lwill now bring forward some 
instances in support of my asserticm. When 
^niierdale is present, what subject is ever 
started that does not instantly call forth from 
Mr. Somervitte an affected appeal to your 
c^inion ? What engagement is ever proposed 
for you and Elinor which he does not seek 

E 4 
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to • make Ennerdale a party in ? Who will 
be, at table, ever suffer to sit beside you, 
except this titled visitor? To whom else 
does he half so eagerly endeavour to make 
you exhibit your talents? And to whom 
else dpes he so clumsily, so surfeitingly, 
expatiate upon the sweetness of your temper; 
and your unrivalled qualifications fbr do-, 
siestic life ?*--If these glaring, and indelicate 
evidences of Som^rville's puxpose, are so 
obvious even to me, judge how. infinitely, 
more manifest they must be to the penetra- 
ting Elinor! Yet she attempts no method! 
of checking or discountenancing- them, ai)d. 
dierefore, in my estimation, is still more 
censurable than her bustling husband. It^ 
rests^ then, with you, Adela, to assert your 
own dignity by repressing these, ill-judged^ 
advances : and, as a further incitement ta 
you so to do, I will now confide to yau,, 
what was the original cause of : the offenoe. 
which I conceived $^nst this arrogant En* 
nerdale at Eton. It was repented to me,, 
shortly after his arrival, that he had been, 
heard declaiming with particular eloquence. 
Upon the dishonour that was attached to 
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being descended from parents who had been 
divorced l^^ 

Adela started, and a pang of the keenest 
mortificatioi;! shot through her bosom. 

** I am not asserting/' continued her bro^ 
ther^/^ that when this depreciating language 
was held^ Ennerdale knew that it applied 
either to you, or to me : possibly he 'did not* 
But it has excited in me a resentment against 
him, which no time can ever- extinguish.— 
And ask yourself, Adela, — ^have you much 
chance of subjugating the proud heart of 
cme^ who, whilst still a boy, proclaimedi 
that the infamy of such a parentage would 
teach him to hate his existence, and to re-^ 
gard an early death as the only blessing tp 
be prayed fori*' 

^^ Alas, alas ! ^ exclaimed the deeply 
humbled Adela, " every succeeding day more 
feelingly convinces me that he was right I— 
I came to town^ fearless .and confidjng. 
The errors of my unhappy mother were 
far from being thought of with insensibi- 
lity fty me : but I trusted that they were 
now either little remembered, or, that be^ 
ing guiltless of misconduct myself, the. 
ivorld would not have had the harshness to 
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visit them thus strictly upon my heach That 
hope is over; and with it has vstnidhed at- 
iBOBt every sentiment of fecurity with which 
I used to raise my eyes in society.** 

*^ This/' cried JuUus^ concerned to s^ 
her so seriously dejected, " is gcmg too fiir- 
The frailties of Lady Kosalvan affect ~n<% tho 
purity of your character. Why should ycm 
Bufier them to make you droop thus despair- 
ingly ? — Revive, my dear* Adela,' to sett- 
respect— to a j^oper s^nse of yaiir own 
worth ; and let not the injurious &stidious-> 
ness of one individual, give you so disquiet-* 
log a diffidence of the candour and justice 
of ail the rest of the World." 

He then kindly shook her hy the haBd> 
and departed. 

But had he sought during half a century 
for reasons to work upon Add^a's mind, he 
could have found none more infallifoly 
Mapted to his purpose than those which he 
had ncfw employed. 

A simple accusation of harbouring ambi- 
tious projects, she couM either have repelled^ 
or have calmly submitted to ; for she would 
have known it to be unfounded. But an 
intimation that even her best friaads, through 



mktik&ii zesiy were , rendering themselves 
suspected, and ,her, perhaps, conteixiptible 
m the eyes of Lord £nnerdale, at , first 
l^rieved her, and then . awakened her pride 
beyond any su^estion that ^ould have been 
:devised. Julius, aw^re of the effect which 
he had produced^ had left the dart to. rankle 
in her bo8Qm> svithout blunting its^ ppint by 
^ying to rep^ the blow* 

The placid reliance on .]ais jever- friendly 

.meaning which bad hitherto rendered Adela 

.so ea^y.^nd chearful in the presence of her 

former associate, .was now . exchanged for a 

-pnnctilious distrust, a habit pf weighing bis 

words, and watching the exprt^ssion of his 

looks, which embittered the. pleasure of 

ewry interview, and constituted her own 

• perpetual toroient. A random sentence, a 

glance,^ a sipile, h?td power to perplex ox 

alarm . her. Mr* Somerville's commenda- 

. tions, when uttered, before Lord Enn^rdale, 

. threw hier into an . agony : and so powerful 

: become her dread of incurring any slight, or 

of, being .suspected to entertain any designs^ 

that the most; artificial coquette never en^ 

.|dpy«d more caloulation to win, than A|d«ls 

X 6 
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. now used to shun offpoTttaMeB of bcii^ ob»- 
servejd and called into notice. 
; This sensitive and shrinking delieacy it 
ivas difficult to repress within such jast . li«» 
nits as should secure it from the reproach of 
caprice or captiousness. Adela escaped the 
imputation by taking the utmost pains to 
disguise her new-raised fears under a. sem- 
blance of quiet indifl^noe^ which should 
lead to the belief that all r die did was the 
effect of accident; that -her aYoi4ance of 
eveiy distinction from Lord Ennerdale^was 
unpremeditated; andthat^ if she invariably 
drew back from his assiduities^ it was be- 
cause they were of too little importance to 
her to be thought of^ or desired. 

Yet^ though deeply sensible that Some- 
thing was wanting in her manner of r^- 
^ving him which he had never missed till 
tiow^ Lord Ennerdale knew not how to de- 
fine^ even to his own feelings^ what that^ 
something was. jShe wad retired without 
being forbiddingly reserved ; she was silent 
without wearing a look of displeaiiure ; and 
' in studying to avoid all petty obligations^ she 
seemed rather impelled by a rational loye of 
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mdependeiice lluul by « any wish to repre88« 

amity. . . - . 

jEIore was ]|(4)i^iig on whicji-he could 
found a specific complaint ;-— yet her^ wa% 
enough ta n^ake her completely diflbrent to 
the Adi^ln^be had M &ni fomd her* Mrs» 
Somenrille was no ls»$ mvmpe than himself 
of the :change s but not ia any degree better 
^ abfe to trace itaorigin^ or. to satisfy her om^ 
mind, as to its exact meaning. 



CHAP.V, 

HIBE06LTPHICS. 



One mornings whilst the two sisters wer^ 
sittii^ at a late breakfast after ^ ball which 
Adela had been at the preceding nighty Mnk 
SomerviUe remarked that her companion 
was so singularly aSstracted^ and answered 
every question, which ^ she ^ddressed to her 
with such evident effort^ aQd so little interest 
in what she was saying^ that she wa^ indur 
.ced at lengtl^ to fear^ that som^thii:^ iinple^* 
sant wa3 the matterl 

" Did anything, extraordinary happctQ to 
you last night?'' enquired she^ " did ywx 
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partiier^ or partners^ whoever they ' migllt 
be^ lay serious siege to your hearty and send 
yeu home with the red*bot question stiU 
tingling in yoqr ears ? 

^^ No," relied Adela^ ^^ I complet^y 
escaped any such tremendous attack.'* 

^^ Yet, you are not in your usual {rame^f 
toiind. Tell me What it is that so ptfticur 
larly oecu|nes ymi. You can reveal nothit^ 
which shall not be safe in my custody.'' 

'^ That would be a great deal more than 
I should have any right to expect." 

" How so?" • 

** Why, my dear Elinor, what equity 
would there be in expecting you to keep my 
counsel, if I cannot keep it myself?" 

" This is quite in the spirit of one of 
la Rochefoucauld's maxims: I believe you 
gleaned it from his consolatory book. ' Now^ 
to prove that I also have studied this amia- 
ble painter of human nature, I will quote to 
you^ a sentence of his, the most generous 
that ever fell from his pen of wormwood :-~ 
'^ It is more disgractftd to distrust our 
Jriends, thmi to be deceived bjj them^ 

^^ Perhaps he is right : but it is a disgrace 
which, in this instance^ I must be content 
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to incur^ or to merit the charge of egreg[ioxi8 
folly. Yet^ I would be. undisguised wit^ 
you if I could : but you mu»t be aw^ire, my 
dear sister, that whatever is entrusted to 
you, might just as well be revealed to Mr, 
Somerville at once.** — 
. ^' This chai^ of unlimited confidence 
m Mr. Somervili^^ i& not altogether weH 

£>un(}ed. I could withhold from him the 

■* » «... , . 

'seqret of another, though I have made it a 
rule^ to bafliish: from our intercourse all re* 
«erve respfctine my o^m af^rs. Be frank* 
then, my dear Adela ; and^ as you do not 
4eiiy that something peculiajr es^g^rones y^n, 
sake trial of my powers of discretion, and 
honestly avow what is passing, in your 
thooehts/' 

•Adela shook her head, and smiling sig«: 
BiSran^ly, pla^d her finger on her Up. 

'^^ Must it not be T' resumed Mrs. Somer« 
vilk— '^ well, then, I will endeavour to sub-> 
mit, and say no more about it. I. might 
lose my temper, but I see no chance of 
.obtaining your confidence. Ring the bell,i 
my fair Prudentia. I am going to order the 
£iM^riage for an airing, a^pid shall take tlj^ 
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children with me. Are you disposed to be 
6i the baty party ?*• '^ 
' Adela readily agreed to accompttny them ; 
Und then^ till the carriage drove to the dbor^ 
retired into the back drawing room, and sat 
down to the piano-forte: 

Presently, during a pause in her per- 
formance, a quick rap at the street door 
reached her ears, and the next minute, she 
heard the voices and steps of two persons 
ascending the stairs. She kept her post^ 
but her fingers shook, and whilst heditatii^ 
whether again to pltice thetfi on the keys^ 
she could not avoid remonstrating with her- 
self on the flutter into which she had been, 
thrown— 

^* Why should / lose any poriioh of my 
accustomed composure ?*" cried she ; '^ I 
have nothing to reproach myself with; I 
'have wounded no oi^*s feelings ; I can fi^ar- 
'iessly look up without the danger of meeting 
an V^e filled by mysdf with unmerited 
mortification.^-i— 

Yet, though this little soliloquy contri- 
buted to tranquilKze her, she would not 
'renew her musical employment,- l^t the^. 
sound of the instrument should attract au* 
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ditors into the room r but softly rising, she 
took up a book^ and seating herself near a 
window^ began reading. 

How impossible itis> however^ in a situ* 
ation contigQOQs to a group of talkers^ to 
attend^ either with profit or pleasure^ to thci 
best written book, we must all have expe?7 
rienced. The voices issuing from the firctnt 
room perpetually interfered with wfalit she 
was trying to understand ; and though her. 
eyes traced the Knes before her, and she 
proceeded methodically^ without the amy^^ 
sion of a single lyord to the bottom of the. 
pages, her mind took in x»o part cf their » 
meaning.—* * _: 

" I will not be thus baffled r cried she,^ 
amiling at her^ hitbertOj. unsuccessful ef- 
forts :-rand appl}ring her hands to the sid«ft 
of her head, to di^aden the sounds that tao^ 
lested her, she began, though iu a subdued: 
voice, reading aloud. « The expedient iiad - 
its use ; and she had just achieved the 
difficult tas^ of compreh^iding nearly, sir 
dozen lii^es, when oqc of the folding doof8^> 
leading into the adjoining room, was openr-^ 
ed, and Mr. Sodierville made his appear- 
ance. . , 
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" Good morning, Adela,*'- cried he,, ad- 
vancing towards her ; " what are you about 
here I muttering spetts over some cabali^tical 
book, and stopping your ears to avoid dis- 
turbance ? Do come and look at her, I^ord 
Ennerdale — and, Elinor, come and tell us 
what she is about ?*'— 

Adela closed the volume, and looking at 
her brother-in-law with great good-humour,' 
said — 

*^ You have done me but little mischief 
by this interruption, for whilst you were 
all talking in the next room, I found it 
nearly impossible to know what I was read*-- 
ing."— 

" I thought you had shut yourself up 
here," said Mrs. Somerville, " to do pe- 
nance for your recent inflexibility T- 

' ^^ No ; — I never was in a less humble andt* 
«pentant mood."- 

" It is for me, I am afraid,** said Lord 
Ennerdale, ^* to be the ohly peni^nt of the 
party. — Did I not appear, last night, my 
dear Miss Cleveland, very justly to merit 
your displeasure V*— 

^' No, indeed," replied Adela^ with a 
composure which it was impossible to be-^ 
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lieve assumed—** I was extremely pleased 
to see that you were- able, before the evening 
was quite over^ to partake in its amuse- 
ments.'* 

Mr. Somerville now zealously exclaimed— 

" Adela is a girl of ten thousand?! Who 
else^ Lord Ennerdale^ would have treated 
you with half such lenity?" 

" Ridiculous r cried, she^ coloitring^ Alid 
much provoked^ yet forcing a laugh, ** how 
weH you exen^lify, dear Mr^' Somerviltey 
my brcrther's assertion^ that all your geese 
aee swans V* 

^* I am completely at a los^ to understaad 
what any (^ you are r talking about ;^ cried 
Mrs. Somerville, regarding them alternately 
with much perplexity. ' 

*^ Why, has not your sister,^ said her 
Kusband, ^' told you how shabbily she was 
treated last night at Mrs. Copeland*s ball T* 

•^ Not a word/' 

** Well, then, she is either a phoeirix qt 
generosity, or she has no feeling T 
^ ^^ None, at least, of causeless irritability^ 
I hope,*' said Adela. ' 

^* Wdilj '■ well, however that may be, tell 
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your rtory now to Elinor j I want to know 
what she will think of it." 
. " A pi«ttf figure I shall make," criled 
Lord £nnerdale, ^.^whflst your sister com- 
plies with this injutictipn T ^ 

** Oh> you deserve it^— you thorotighly 
deserve it, my good friend! !^o, begin, 
Adela." 

" My story, as y6u* caH it, will soon be' 
told. This Siame restless^ good humoured 
husband of yours, Elinor, was anjcioua at 
tiie beginmng of thfe evening to get me a 
partner. I proposed his dancing with me 
Kim^lf i but that, I believe, he was too 
fine t€^ think feasible i he therefore adked' 
Lord Ennerdale to stand up with me, whd 
declined it on account of a sprained ancle.".; 
'. *' And did you not danoe at allr" inter- 
rapted Mrs. Somervillb. : ' ' 

'*?^ O'yes, six dances; and then, fancying^ 
she heard our carriage cdlied, Mris. Roiss, 
my chaperon, escorted "by your husband, 
took me down stairs, intending to come 
away* But it was a mistake ; neither ser* 
vahts nor carriage had arrived, and we 
iSioughi it wobld be more amusing to go tip 
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again i^mong the dancers^ than to yrait ia 
aa empty supper room.** 

" Now comes the precious part of the 
history r cried Mr. Somerville, impatiently 
^ — ^^ Go on, Ad^la; when you re-entered 
the. ball-room, what did you sep ?*• 

" Nothing very shocking;'' she smilingly 
answered, — *^A lame man restored totht 
use of his feet/* 

" What, Lord £nnerdale daneingr cried 
her sister, ^ 

^^ Even so«— 'And now let me go and get 
ready for our airing.'* 

^^ Hear. me first, I entreat,** cried Lord 
Ennerdale, with some earnestness ; ^f I 
know not whether you condescended to 
observe how 1 danced; but the fact is, I 
walked^ or rather limped through my task 
in a most deplorabte manner ; and that witb 
a poor girl who had had no paitner the 
whole evening, and whose mother abao^ 
lutely pressed me into her servid^*!* 

*^ The poor girl, however, was extreibe^ 
ly pretty 1** dryly remarked Mr» Sowierville* 

To this the Earl made no answer, hu% 

turning to Mrs# Somerville, said— ^> ^ 

- ^^ You do not make any observation upon 
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Mrhai yott have yuat heard. Does the cir- 
citmstaace tell so much against ^ me, that 
k'wiU admit of no comment^n -my pre- 
sence?** 

^^ Takmg it far granted,** said she, good 
humouredly, ^' that your defence is perfects- 
ly correct, and' that it was not caprioe whidt' 
induoed yoU to prefer the pretty girl reeom^ 
mended by her mother, to the poor girl pro^ 
posed to you by her brother, 1 ditnk your con« 
duct not wholly inexcusable. You tbou^itt 
Sny staler had retired ; and sturdy,' feahiona* 
ble mammas, are a class of people, we ali 
know, who take no denials. Yet, I still 
am of opinion^ that you put Adela*s faumi^ 
lity; or her pride, (it is difficult to det^« 
mine which) to a peribus test.** 
' Adela, before this speech was coneladed^ 
had left the room ; and soon after Mrs. So^ 
midnriile we(nt up also to prepare for their 
intmided drive. Lord Ennerdale Uien sat 
down to &Jittle table, over which was scat-^ 
tered a mixed assemblage of writing 4nd 
lirawii^ materials, and possessing him^eff 
,of a card and a poneil, be seemed to be 
deeply engaged in making some sort of 
aketeh or i»iaBioraadttm. Mr. SomerviUe 
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|ir»eatly left biin^ and stept into the front 

TGom to look at the newspaper. 

* In a short. time Adela, equipped for hex 
morning excursion, re-appeared. ^ 

. *^ I have not displaced any of your draw- 
in§ apparatus^"' said Lord Ennerdale^ ^'bitit 
seeing a pencil so invitingly at handy. I have 
traced a little emblematical picture, which 
i now leave to your ingenuitylo interpret.** 
- Adela drew, near^ and casing her ey^ 
-iqMm the eard^ she. beheld a slight but mitfr 
teriy sketch, representing a shaggy ai^ 
olamsy bear, submissively crouching* as if 
in the act of deprecating the anger of a soft 
and delicate little dove, perched upon One of 
the leafy boughs of a flowering shrub. 

He watched her countenance while she 

ksghingly surveyed, it^ and then expres-* 

aively said — - . 

** Do youT*will you understand it ?^ • j 

She placed a chair on, the oppoAte iside pf 

thetable^ and. providing herself with auot 

tiber card, drew upQn it, with admirable "far 

cUity, a dove bearing an ol^ve j>ranch in itf 

bill^ and flying to deposit it at the feet of a 

dedcand comely bear, the very, iiPage.'^f 

^wd temper and .complcicency. 



99 TRAm Ot NATPRS: 

^^ Does this,** said she^ pnesenting to him 
her card, just as Mrs. Somerrille re-entered 
the room, '^ prove me quiqk or slow of 
comprehension?" 

*^ It pTOTes," cried he, evidently much 
ife^ssured, ^' what I always beKeved^-^tha); 
yon are as intelligent, as you are unaffected 
and placable r 

^^ How have you called forth so gracious 
a compliment, Adela?'* said Mrs. Somer- 
rille, looking at them both with some sup- 
prise — 

^ Oh, Lord Ennerdale must explain the 
mystery/' cried Adda, gaily ; — "he is pro- 
vided with the means.^ 

So saying, she ran to the door to meet 
her isister's two <ihildren, who were jost then 
brought down, in high spirits at the pro3- 
pect4>f going out with their mother. Th^ 
flew to their youthftil aunt, who, taking a 
hand of ea<^> led them into the next room 
to bid good morning to their £atther. 

The carriage was now in a few minutes 
announeed, and Lord Ennerdale attended 
Mrs. fibmerville to it, raised each child into 
It with a light spring, assisted Adela also t« 
ascend, and took bis leave. 
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^^ I firotest it is very lucky for Mr, So* 
merville/* ^ said his Iftdy> as soon as tb&* 
coach droye forward, ^^ that he met vrith m€ 
before this young man came in my tvay ! 
Bvea npw> as a grove matron, 1 am half in 
kve %vith him.** 

>^ He has great success^ I perceive; 
amongst the ladies ii) general/* observed 
Adela : ^^ but pray did he shew you the two 
ca^s ?" 

^^ Yes, and their ingenuity amused m^ 
extremely. He has taken the puudfic daMy 
ai^ he calls it, away with him.** 

^^ I hope he means to have an engraving 
done from it T 

^^ Its good-natured purport seemed aU 
ready engraven upon his heart.'*^ 

^^ My Nearest Elinor,** said Adela, laugh- 
ing, ^^ what admirable fvffers you aiid Mf » 
Somerville are r - . 

^^ Puffers ! What can you mean ? " 

^^ Do not be offended. But it strikes 
rae, that your husband is taking the most 
diligent p»ns to convince Lord Ennerdale 
that / am a paragon : whilst you lose' no 
opportunity of persuading nie that he is thre 
most accomplished of heroes. Now, cer- 

VOL. III. F 



tainly„ I «m not sp tiiiwed«il«i« rf W* «»«»* 
t8 Jttliua; y«t it i3 popsibk 1 v»y hwf *» 
iDudi of it r 

" I ^Mi aoTiy tW« id» <rf our fjritwivlir 
cally praising bim ha« oQouri^ to you : it 
will render suspicious to your ears Wiwy ex- 
pression whichv»w« owafflnon justice may 
iiiduae us tq utter in your friend Algcruw^f 

favour,'* 

*' No, no; I will attribute moderatfe-praiw^ 

*o- its right iourcer-re^l regards B»t tell 
me, is not my ^etber-iu-law pron^ to ^»lt 
me, even with eflfectatipn* i« 1-Pl4 Eo0W- 
da^e's presei^e r 

**-To confess the truth— J am afwd he 

« Dearest lEtinor, how exquisitely can- 

jdBd «ncl kind js this coiic^sion ! butaiaoot 

yov, in pity tQ ii?y feeli«g«, repress in yovr 

husband such ill-advised officicwjsness ?" 

« I ^vjjl try :— but he really admires and 

■^ .loves yQU» Adela, so partially, that you 

^ must not be angry with him for som^tiaaes 

•ufiBring hi» sentiments to burst/orth." 

« My dearest ^ster, I shouW griew were 
ywi to suspect me of bang ungrateful to 
Mr. SomervjUe for bis affection aa^d^good 
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pcttir, add ccEnstitute ^ YeKjT p^iaoipsil purtof 
my present bappioess^ Xh>t he thinks 9( 
xne l^etter .than^ P^rhap?^ I 4^serve^ ia ao 
^r from being a tsattef pf regret tp iiie> that 
I f^^ligb^ ui hJMs delusion : but «iinoe we axf 
^yrly €;iigage<|i qi the subject, suffer me to 
declf^re my agntia)qQt|^ u.|toa it with perfect 
frankness/' 

Mrs. Spmers^ille pi^^^ed her lister's band) 
and looking at her vyith an air of encourage* 
mi^Qt^ ^be thus proceeded : 

^^ Your husband knows, that I shall pro* 
bftbly have a very small fortui^ ; that I am 
0^ ^ g^>od &miiy^ and now ne^rjy nineteen. 
Pn this last consideration, he seems to think 
it high timie I should be married ; .and be* 
cause I ,am poor^ he is anxious I should 
piarry a man who is rich ; and because I am 
well born, he is anxious I sl)((^ld nvarry a 
man of eiievated rank. He tialks vauntingly 
of tny l^eauty and acconipUshments ; yet^ 
however exalted may be his real opinion pi 
either^ bie seenas extremely diffident of leav- 
^ng them to their own operation ; and^ by 
way of helping n^e forward, extols me aa 
tile eighth wonder of the wdrld precisely in 

F 3 
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th^ quarter where such hyperbolical prais^ 
will do me the least credit. Do not inter- 
rupt me, dear Elinor ; — ^you must be aware 
that I allude to Lord Ennerdale. Mr. So- 
merville, as every word and every action 
proclaim, is incredibly solicitous to affix his 
Lordship's 'coronet around my .unworthy 
browS; I thank my kind brother-in-law for 
his high soaring projects ; but, Elinor, cau-* 
tion him to desist, and tell him, that— —it 
will never do r 

^^ Is Lord Ennerdale so odious to youj 
tlien?** 

^' He is not odious to me at all, simply 
as Lord Ennerdale : but he becomes insup- 
portable to me when I think of him as a de- 
coyed admirer. Besides, he has discern* 
ment and delicacy. The first cannot have 
failed to point out to him your husband's 
aim ; and the second cannot have failed to 
excite against it his disgust. Now, though 
I will make no disclaiming speeches, and 
pretend that I never wish or mean to ex- 
change the name of Cleveland for any other, 
yet, poor as I am, I arti proud ; — perhaps 
the prouder from that very circumstance . 
if a splendid establishment really couM 
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be obtained by the sort of measures which 
Mr. Somervtlle is pursuing, I should stn-^ 
cerely disdain the purchase at stich a price* 
I may, possibly, be a J)«»i^ ; — I know that 
you and my sister Efington are such ; — but 
if I am, it is not therefore needful that i 
should be a vnin ambitious fool. You and 
J, Elinor, are something beitter than mere 
beauties; our fligh^' Alicia ha»not much 
else to boast of. Yoti married for happinessj 
witliout the interposition of any busy friends. 
Mr* Somerville chanced to be rich ; you 
would have loved hind just as well bad he 
been comparatively poor. I desire to marry 
upon the same dwinterested principles ; to 
be "chosen,' not ofiered; to be sought, not 
obtruded ; — and when thoroughly convinced 
that the man who thus distinguishes me,- is 
honcmrable, liberal, wortihiy-~like your'So^ 
merville-^I care not whether he has a peer^* 
ess'a coronet, or a cottager's - straw bonnet 
to ofier me ! Such a man I would accept 
with gratitude, and love with fidelity T ) 
Whilst speakiog thus with the energy of- 
a noble and independent mind, Adela's 
eyes emitted such brilliancy, her cheeks 
glowed with so lovely a bloom^ i^nd her 

F 3 
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wKoIe coantermitee was K^hted ttp d^ srfi 
expression io spirited^ so foil of s^nse ^d 
character, that Mrs. Scftn^i^viHef rievef iiti 
tnore enelianted thiin wHeh irf that Vfiry 
mdmeTit', she ^w h6tAVjtttietdSle gaHbp tfji 
ft) het coach wifido^. 

She imm0diately putted tfi6 jAeck-stfitigj 
and he then satd^— = 

/'I beg yoiw pard6ti for thus purging 
you: but I rfecott&tetf, dear Mrs. SbnSeYi 
vilte, juBt M y«ft drtfi^e frofii your owii ttof6f, 
that i had a fiw^oiit t^ solicit wTien I caflfed 
upon you thft nieyrnittg.'*-^ 
• <« ! ^to perfectly dfa|)6fed td gf^f ft; 
What is it r skid Mrs. Sotafervine. 

•* You have vifslted nriy sislef-iri-Iaw, L^ 
fly Isabella Annelsley, since youtame td 
tbwn?- 

*' Yes, I have.*^-^ 
- ** Will yon t?hen, after JroiSriaLf ring, invt 
to her hous^ aitid cohdesl^ehd to enquire f^ 
my little twiiis ? Thiey both came up ftoftt 
the country felt Hight, and I fam itoiotfi 
ttat you shofaKJ is^e theni, ai^ give riie your 
©pimon of thfeir Ibokis; P6or Alggrnbti, I 
am afraid, is iiOt igoing oh ^^'felK'^-^ 

^' t wiU^sefeiiirtl and«fs Sftt* ^th^H^ 
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itm ; buit if delidate heartb n in the case, 
yoli nrast have an opinion of higher autho- 
rity than mine, my Lord/****- 

'' He is in medical hands already : but^ 
Mrs. Sometville, the hints ^bich a tender 
and vigilant mother may suggert for the 
advaiMage even of the children of another, 
I have such highfitith in, that I had almost 
rather be gnided hi thieir management by a 
parent of that description, than by the ablest 
physician in London;** — 

^^ Vou place great confidence in the dis- 
cernment gitenby maternal love. I'wish 
Lady Uabelk had bee^ longer invested with 
the matronly* character, and had gained cjt- 
jperience in the conduct of a faursery, by hav- 
mg a family of; her own.*** ' 

*^ She is very kind, and very attentive f6 
my poor little boy/and girl: but Its you 
Justly conjecture, she knows no more what 
ivould conduce to their health ; what system 
ought to be pursued with them, or what 
regulations established, than— t do myself. 
Et dest heaucoup <Rf c /—But I detain you 
too long. — You promise to ca31 in Portman 
Square ?•• 

<* I do, niost fiiithfttfly.''— * 

F4 
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^^ And you forgive me for interrupting a 
conversation which. T am sure, must have 
been highly interesting ! — I never saw your 
sister^ cpuntenance more expressively ani- 
mated^ more speakingly alive than at the 
iQoment I rode, up I " 

" Indeed!" said Mrs. Somerville^ looking 
a little maliciously at the blushing Adela 
— " And, pray, can you recollect,- Adela^ 
A^hat we were talking of?" 

" Of straw-bonnets, I believed answer- 
ed she, with happy promptness; 
, Lord Ennerdale laughed, and shook hii| 
head • somewhat incredulously, and then^ 
turning his horse, rode away^ • 
^ " Did you know the mother, of these 
poor children?" enquired AdeFa^ .when he 
iROis gone* 

^^ By reputaticm only, and by seeing het 
occasionally in . public. She was beautiful 
beyond comparison; but I have been as^ 
sured, thoroughly unamiable,**— * 

'^ Id Lord £nnerdale*s case, I should bb 
almost tempted to make a vow against ever 
entering into a second marriage." — 

*^ Are all women, then, to be classed 
with his late disagreeable wifi^ X* 
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r »* How cjan he, who has once heen scr 
igregi^usly deceived, flatter himself that 
hU next choice will be any happier ? She 
iiapoaed upon Ima at a period of life when 
^fmey hmmn being is supposed ta be the 
most dive&ted of artifice. She often was an^ 
imnate with him for mcmths together ; he 
had «i oppcMrtunity ci studying hen dispo-^ 
9iticm, even froBi her earliest years^*". • 
. *' Buty tfky dear Adela^** inteiru^ted Mrs; 
SoiliervHle^. /^ what young man, btfote-he 
is twenty > ever studies >ny thing in^ the 
ffonad he is in love with^ but the bright-^ 
ness - of her ey^es^: and the bloom of her 
complexion t. ''^oo are talking like a miere 
visionary ; and lest you should frighten our 
poor widower into leading a cheerless un-^^ 
ecmnected existence for the remainder of hi» 
4agr6ji ta^i heartily glad that he cannot heaiv 
yau« .He is now arrived at an age to make 
a choice that shall have a little .sense in it;) 
^od I trusty, that his- next partner will be as 
conspicnous^ for every estimable quality, w 
fait, fisst was de£k^ient in aU but outward re- 
oommendations. Be^rd for his childreat 

< 

Might -now to render him peciiliariy circum^ 
i^t} aiid. if; aseccHid tigaei he ixuMrries a^ 
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mene b^irty, who wouM diny Ms' JMt title 
to ^11 the niiiery tbit ni^^ edsoe 'ft6ISk ¥BKSk 

To fhis AAela madfe' bttt MmIs M!§9A# ; 
and airivihg shortjjr ^Ret^Mt itk€ WtitfininiBKr 
of their drive^a traM»y^kind 4h «I6 
KingHs RoadjM^Mn. S<3rmeiVitfe ihdiil^^fKK 
wishes 0f her eMtldfei), ^d ^Dghf^ 1% Wt 
them run round Ore pitdm. PaMz 1eS|» 
pace' With th^m^ 'beings altlTdit 'ilS vA^Ai ($x- 
hilaratai as ibef i^t^, tdlfitfA hei«^ Wt )i< 
Hber^ amdAgst Atm^t^ ^dS^hrSbi, -intt 
breathing the fifesh ah^ ht ftpMn^, In fi^^lKMr 
so like the country. Mrd. Sofl^Mfle ' 9«^ 
mained in the gfeeh-hM^^ sdi^fig ^v^ 
for the decoration of her l^aloMiy. Whfeii 
her purchases "v^re cotnploied, '^he^^lit ^ ^ 
suoiibons to the ybtitbAil |mr^> afid th^ 
all re-entered i\te c^ riagei, Whi«b, ^k& %m^ 
surprise^ Adeta heard her fiktbi* ofd^ to M 
driven home : 

'' Have you forgotten ^ sftift sfi^^ *^y6» 
promise to call in Portttiatl^S^uiaite? ** 

♦^ No; but I am by nb mcftihs t!{)6fi -iuft 
a footing of ihtin^cy with Ladjr 'IftAeUik 
Annesiey as to kit the ^itdi^ g6t but at 
ber bouse; 1 fherefbtb «ftaftt to m, th^ 
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4mm bdbtfe W(sk fftj^fMs tidit^ for I hale to 
lelM VbMft by th€fniseliFe» 4n the cftmage^ 
tiMgkig half way out aft the window, aod 
fMik^igf tstMisettse ^Kih the servante at €h^ 

** Aiid 1^ ifie be «et 4o.w» too> my <iear 
SHmti-^I t^vtt saw Lady Isabella, and 
lefBttetefy «h«M beoftio «ein the consolta* 
%km %h«t IS going ta be 4ield about her little 

'Mra. SoiherfiHe, hijwever, took some 
•paitisHo.*sMade her from this design^ an4 
at lenglj} sTiceeed^ ; Adda being 4ii reality 
^ore d^rotts to see tifie GhiMh-en of Loftf 
^onerdlde than die ohose toayow. 
' \|F4i^n <herefcte> ^y had parted, with 
A«ir yottng'compenioiw, the t#3 aisters pro- 
jeed^Nid to IPbxtttiaii''S«|^axe. 
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»-••*'•■ ••._,'■ . \ . ' 

ALARV* 

*^' !L5tiyr Jsabetta Attnesley Was at home^ and 

>4t waaevide!it*to4 feee» prepared to expect 

• Mrs. Somerville's visit. She was young, 

^ntle^ and delicately fair ; and but for the 

y 6 , 
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^loy of a shade of affectatioiis w^uld htyii 
had m^ner^ th^ most irresi9tibly .engikgiiig, ' 
Mrs* Someryille ,^trodu<;ed her si&tof^ and 
gouvers^ for ^ome time on the topics <3if th« 
day before she ventured to enquire for tb> 
iittle twins; but just as ^he. was ^eg^pning 
fi request to see them^ the dom dpened*. ixid 
hand in hand^ attended by th^rnui?se^ th^ 
^alke^_ gravely into the room. Adela turned 
hastily to look at them.^ They were exactly 
of a height^ seemed to be between four and, 
five years old; bore a striking family reseov- 
4>lance to each other, but, to her utter sur-' 
prise, were neither of tlien^ handsome* Th^ 
girl was a square-^bqilt, sturdy little croU»i9> 
[tanned almost M broWn as a gipsy ; wd the 
ho^, with Of coDGiplexion totally devoid of 
colour,, had a Iajfig.9or in his whole aspect 
that denoted the most deplorable degree of 

indisposition. 

" Here are my bngtber4n-Iaw*s children,** 
said Lady Isabella, '^ he was very anxioiis 
that you should see them, Mrs. Somerville, 
^Poor little- souls ! " added she, loweHiig 
her voice, ^^ I never look at them witho^ 

pi^!" 
. Mr8«.Spi|ierville with the most encoura- 
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(^li^ . gentieiiess invited them to appvMch^ 
and after a Cbrsoiy survey of the girl^ wh^ 
«Mmed to be all health and gaiety^ shegaeed 
earnestly and compassionately at &e boy, 

^^ What does the physician pronounce to 
be the matter ^th him ? '* 

^^ We afd told/* said Lady Isabella/' that 
he Ims no comj^aint but general weftkne^s o£ 
conrtiti^on. Is not hi^ pallid countenance^ 
however^ very alarming ? *' 

^* I remember hearing it said of you^ 
Adela/ cried Mrs. Somerville, " that your 
faoe^ when you wereacbiM^ was so thin 4t 
seenied to be afl eyes !-^Such is exactly th^ 
case With this poor little fellow: but those 
eyes, and the long lashes which fnoge theai. 
are wonderfully beautiful." 

^' I wish it were possible to say as much 
of his sister's complexion;'' observed Lady 
Isabella ; '^ Mrs. Somerville^ do look how 
insufferably she is tanned. So early in thfs 
year^ I wonder how she could contrive, i|^ 
find sun- enough to get so disfigured." 

Mrs. Somerville appeared not to^ thiii^ 
, this a matter of much concern^ hut ad- 
dressing the nurse^ who still remained in 
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4hl6 f «6#, ^e ask«d her ho# teu^ slle iMl 
li&d the 4:«|ie of th^sd dkildreftt ^ ' • 
^ I lMv« lk«d with (hem, M»^s«ih, 9Mifeit' 

*' And has this poor little boy beeii' iti aH 
^lilif Mifte # %httt ttttte > " 

** No, Ma'am ; bll^, h^, 1 ISant isf bM 
;t«4ktit bb W«» k '66« Iheiirty <^M HH about 

^iegMi ^-dr^op tttid «o pinks <u^ ^ letM «M 
his lively spirits, iftMt bis (^petite «(l<l cfr. 
tk»trt, t/tii ttdbefly «o«l€ tdH for Wby. ^y 
l.dif'd came down, ieus ^«M>oli (» be heard of h, 
HoMb hft^*, aad'ite «Mt>0»r tlie Hexifdry^^lh^ 
^tdened Ksites ihilk, vrA change of t^ ; attd 
^ We have nevfer been ffiited iait one plfedft fcfr 
4ndt^ ihtetn a ifbrttiigbt, ever sinefe : tut tu^ 
thing seems to have done %iiti any godd,iind 
*tt> tre arehelre now to^e6 What "Aie Ijondon 
liocfohr cah^ fer hita^'^ 

• Mts. fedttieiTiHe^ ih it -gtrarded taanhtr, 

• • • 

^^^A a T6# moi'e ques(tiott«, but Torehcwte 
'ihiking any coniment upon the amWers sfhe 
received, and avoided looking at the wotoaii 
-with too scruttnrzing.an eye. After a short 
liflence, Ae plated the tittle mvalifl, who 
*bad *bc€fn ^sitting ujton her lap, - on tbe 
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firy « J ^oiAi mh 16 «Wy '#?ft yo#, 
tiioughl" 

Mppliant 9 ' esikiej txA snppdrteifl %^ L£(^ 
illlfei^Ia, gitined h«r poitit ;- tije nttffle de- 
^dit^ -kkh only the itttie gi¥l. ^ 
.. W!i«li tliffi door was 'shut, 'LAdy Iiil)«Rfe 
addressing Mrs. Soiftei'tHfe Ht f^rtW^, ^ 

k« I fear y»ti «ik)fc Tfety ai-<» thte ]plWlJ 

llffleii^lbi^'i'cate P • • .f 

* Te^r^4tar«^ 4nfoMi%.-l3bdli«r«^le*s«yts, 
ittid )i6dn ^dDihg SoWn hto ^hisfekn, %ettttd 
the hands of Lord Ossely^ Wrho bad agane 
dfibf^tJed te ikilt ^kfklft hdr kiieesj And «)i«Hfed 
Kifti4ill«tify to ^kilfe 4vfe ^\mA «Ml-k>dc «t 
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her : the soft and pityingeiqpreBflioii t>f her 
fiuoe seemed to penetrate him to the heait> 
•^hts lips quivered — a faint colour rose ii^ 
his cheeks— ^and after a moment's besita^ 
tbn J he clasped his arms round her neck^ 
smdburgtiiig into a^ passion of teanp^ aobbed 
aloud upon her bosom I 

Adela, alarmed for her sister^ who was 
within a few weeks of being confined, and 
whom 9be was fearful this scene might 
greatly agitate, started up to snatch* the 
c^ild away ; whilst Lady Isabella^ amazed 
atrthe whole transaction, was upoatfae point: 
of ringing to suuHnon back the nurse,, when. 
Lord Ennerdale entered the room^ - - 

*^ Qb, my dear brother/' cried Lady- 
Isabella^ ^^ here is poor Algernon almost in* 
hysterics, * and Mrs. SomerviUe weeping 
oyer him, and ready to ^nt !'* 

^^ It is but too true!'^ cried Adela, trean* 
llliag At her.sisterV pale countenance^ ^' she 
will be ill — rsbe looks ready to sink— get 
l^er a gli»i» -<?f ^ water; nmy Lord^-^and help 
me; Lady ' Isaihella, I entreat, , to diaaagage^ 

hwfroift this^cl*ild-" 

. Lord Ennerdale flew for the water ; and^ 
wfai^ be vnd gone, die tvo ladies with very,: 
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Uttle difficulty, for. his own emotion had 
enfeebled him, drew away the almost insen* 
sible and half demolished boy. Adela held 
bim in her arms, and his head sunk.upon 
her shoulder ; whilst Mrs« Soitaerville, mak-^ 
ing an effort to recover herself, and taking 
into her own hand the salts which Lady 
Isabella was holding to her, said anxiously t 

*^ Do not recal that sufiering baby% 
nurse^ till I have had some conversation 
with his father;* 

Lord • Ennerdale re*appeared whilst she^ 
was yet speaking ; he had brought a glass^ 
of water, and a%male servant followed him^ 
with a bottle of hartshorn, 

^^ I am much better,** said Mrs. Somer*^ 
ville, ^^ but I will swallow sonie of ycnxt 
nauseous medicine. Lord Ennerdale, and 
we must administer a small quantity to my^ 
sister's little patient/* * 

Then, lowering her voice, she entreated; 
Lady Isabella to dismiss the maid. 

''Shall I tetke Lord Ossely back tci» 
nurse }^ enquired the young woman. f 

*' No,** answered Mrs. Somerville, ^' lefr 
bim have the pleasure of staying to see ho# 
perfectly I am recovered." 
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The girl then retiared ; and Lord £tiii6r« 
dale sitting down next to Mrs. Somenriney 
took her bandy and mpprehensi^rely said : ' 

'^ I fear it has b^a too much for yontk 
kkid aiid feeling hearty to behold the VM 
aspect of my poor — ^perlmpg ybu think^ ir* 
recoverable boy T 

^^ Ifhe mere sight of ittiiess/' answered 
^ihsBy ** thoogh in ehildhood it is a sight' of 
rit others the most afiectingv I am not so 
weak as to be thus disorderett-fay. It is't^ 
terrible i4ea that your sob ^hs not.' hbd jtis- 
tiee done bbit^lliaff he has been tintRttifli|^ 
l^ (idmimtted to -the care of a v^xxmtt wBo 
has abused her aitthoHty — which so trriiclr 
orercathe rA6. ; Ob/ Lm^ Ennerdsd^ open 
your ^sr to ^stin^uish the trub totfrce of 
kss malMyl I eifherlgr^rtly Ivrongher, or 
it testk i$btely -tn %he teorpdr and 'dis|xisitiow 
of his nurse. Had ydtl) -seen the onainoua 
fhsmi with which) even in *1iie j^esenire' of 
so many Witne^Bsi^^ sfaie regarded him wheni 
•obthed by our kindness, he wtiisj^iered-his 
reluctance to depart^ it Wbvld hmre made 
yeu i^udfler ! He at odce fears and hates 
her; waAif she has not oau^ed^ fiftieai Ica^ 
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irfiiates his lAdi^positrcm^ by the agftatitig" 
feeKngs tvhich her presence extites?* ^ ' 
I Lctfd Ehiderdale had been too much hor- 
ror-struck by tbes^ tinejjpected stiggestion^i 
to faa^e the povfer of iiit6rrtr|ytittg Mrt. So- 
iddnrill^ whilst %h<b was speakmg; or for 
^ome secomh to answer h^ when ^he 
paused. At teiigthj hdwfever, with lexttettift 
constemartknfi^ be ^claimed i 
- '' H&ve I th^3 by ai:%f6Ught^sk and mis^ 
pkeM t:otifid|0tid^ iii a tUM^elAdffy MMMrtt; 
Wen ^mi^tcfi ^flRtengSfk^ tiMf lift^ of my 
•tmofoihir 

* ^' AhyVtheie is the huhefr Mtld Mr«; 
SnaeenHdte^ '' who might' il^ have beetl 
IMrie i»;a similar kn^sitidtl I I thiMght t>i 
oiy own foor bal^ ^iht «dritMti|)tethi;g^he 
broken^^hrited'. e6untetiKhc$e^ oF foHt toiij 
arid eoniiiMd » t JAI (jl" ih^ mOt^vfSAsi 
Mmh Mr. SatmrvllU f«^s '^1* <h^tii^ the 
lefletrtSDQ of wtett Might be^ Ih^ii* Hft^ #et« 
tbqr toiose Hmt AcMJbM'. • . . /^ 
^ '' Ob^ 1^ beloV^ %Wk», %iy «^^* mtt. 

Wmk r ifut^meptdll JMtola) (i^rrifiedl ^t 4!fti^ 
a mtro^TBC^r Mrh(ft dM^t 2fiRr.sllittt«)r idfaii 
ite-yOU .eScitMlYa^lngr . i 
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l^ora and water to her lips^ and struggling 
to disperse the tears that almost blinded her^ 
was able in a few minutes^ to resume the 
discourse with greater firmness. 

*' This is all very wrong, and very ose- 
less I said she, forcing a smile, *^ but 1 
will now try and talk a little reason. Lord 
Ennerdale, let me esfhoit- you to lose no 
time in setting on fodt a thorough investi* 
gation into this woman^s past conduct. Con- 
demn her not definitively at my suggestion* 
Her countenance may have deceived me, or 
its evil expression might be the result <mly 
of a transient and accidental fit of ill-hu- 
mour. It seems^ indeed/ a wtong moment 
to give indulgence to ungentle p^sions^ 
wh^i the health of her little charge is in so 
delicate a state : but, if her morosenesb is 
not habitual, add she , has upon the whole, 
borne her faculties with meekness, it would 
be unjust in the highest degreel to censure 
or discharge her in consequence of any pre- 
judice I may have excited against her. How* 
C^er, whilst the matter remainsin doubt, 
l^move the poor littte boy, my Lord, from 
und^r her management. If you approve i<^ 
I wiU with plea^ure^ take him home witii 
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toe this very tnoming. He shall be attend* 
ed by the faithful and excellent creature who 
has the care of my own girls; that very 
Margaret to whom we are happily indebted 
for the pleasure of our first introduction to 
you. She will be delighted to render the 
slightest service to a child of yours* When 
all that relates to the disposition of his pre- 
sent niirse is fully elucidated, come to me 
again, and according to the report you 
bring, me, my little guest shall prolong ox 
terminate his visit.** 

Touched by a pcoof of friendship for 
himself, and consideration for theiiappiness 
of his son, so truly generous. Lord Enner* 
dale most gratefully kissed her. hand, say-*^ 

*^ Dearest Mrs. Somerville, what do I not 
owe you ! I can find no words to express 
the thankfulness with which, you have filled 
my whole heart. Poor, oppressed, and me- 
lancholy little victim!" added he, gently 
withdrawing the child from Adela's arms, 
and pressing him to his own bosom, " thou 
hast ' found a friend at; last — a far better 
friend thSin thy credulous and' neglectful 
father!" 
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Awak^na^ by these t^^x^^m ffo^ ^ 
species of 3.tupor lyhich^ Jby exhausting hi§ 
jstrepgth^ be had farllea i^to^ the gra^ifij^, 
but <i(lmQat doubting boy fixed his laxge darl^ 
lejres upop hi? fether, ^n4 in ^n ^ofi«t ,of 
jinnocent .(surprise^ said^-r- 

^f IX> you tlicyci Jioye me, papa ?*** 
^^ Who taught you to doubt ^y lpYS> 
Alger^ojp?: — ^Wl)o is it that dpeai not |pv§ 

your . . •[ 

** She loves me 1" cried the jch jld^ pointy 
ing to Mrs. Somerville,- with a smile tliat 
w^s angelic. 

"I do indeed, sweet boy T said that la- 
<ly, kissing his estended bjWi^, ^* and your 
papa, and aunt Isabella, ^liey both lovcj^ou 
dearly ; and they have thought of a merry 
little ftolic. for you, Algernon ; they want 
to know whether you, would like for a few 
4ays to go home with xpe, and live with tw9 
nice , little gentle girls of i^.ine, who will 
play with you, and be kind to you,' and 
whenever any thing is rthg ma^t^r, will Qom- 
fort ypu, and .come ar^d tell g^e— and thjen, 
1 wiU cpmfort ypu top, ai\d^ set you upon 
my knee, i^nd talk to ypu, ^jid m^ke yoii 
quite well and happy." 
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Byptufe ftaslied from the QluJld*4 4MJtea4»- 

*^ What, go home ab$$e with you J" 
, ^ Yes, my loyp ; si^tejf Harriet^ Wi4 
jdunie must stay with your aunt find papa^ 
for I have uot ropm for 90 maoy/* 

Siwrbging from his father's »raxs mth aa 
ii|)petu|Qply tM admitted oo restr^iQt, thp 
acutely-feeling boy rushed towards Mrs. So»- 
^mervijle^ a«:d with dasppd b^juds looking up 
in her face, passionately exclaimed :— * 

^* Oh, how Tery, very glad I shall be !** 
Jtffft th^ 9ext ;mi9iute, a death-like pakfiess 
fffgm oversprieading his face, he heaved a 
long and deep sigh, faintly cried put—" oh, 
my heaSJ I" and ^unk seuseliBss on the car- 
;pet. 

. ^ M^^ 4ev to her s^ter, ipfdoring hpr to 
.quit the roonr, and Mrs. Somei*v.ille, awai^ 
^of the ill effects w^ich such reiterated agita- 
tWPmight producer, accepted the anja .<rf hqr 
VlgiJ^f^ superiqtendeai ^4^ as she retired 
.intprfl^ adjo)qii}g apai^tment, said to Jl>ac^ 

^^ Only ^\ your owxt vmd to bis Msif* 
nqt Jjet the wufse he j^qmmiwgd*'* 
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tiie apparently lifeless boy from the. fldor, 
and placed hitn on a sofa, near an open win- 
dow, MThence, as he was turning to seek for 
the hartshorn^ he perceived Mrs, Somerville's 
carriage waiting at. the door^ and her foot-^ 
man standing beside it. He instantly dtw 
rected him to run as expeditiously as possible 
for the physician who had attended the lit* 
tie boy in the morning— 
- *^ If he is out/* added the agitated father^ 

r 

** bring an apothecary— a sui^eon— any 
medical man you can find !** 

The man, suspecting that perhaps hi« 
mistress was ill, -disappeared with the speecl 
of an arrow. 

Lady Isabella;^ her maid, and Adela, 
whom Mrs. Somerville would not permit to 
remain with her, were by this time all as- 
sembled round the child, administering to 
' him every restorative, and making trial of 
every expedient they could devise, to bring 
him back to animation. Their united exer. 
tions so far succeeded as, at length, to ena- 
ble him for a few moments to unclose his 
eyes: but they were dim and vacant; he 
appeared not to know who was near him, 
seemed utterly incapable of speaking, ^nd 



|il^ <febility^ f^4ii@ jB^rt^ ^^ i^9^^ 

«wfaB of ills lU^e i^^y yfhm J^s^i^ 

^^TJais is mry ArmAhW mfd ht4f 
b^bdlay 3i»mii\g fy^m ike ib^^hiqg msge 

i^Mk M km «9 }<9i|ge.r r* 

J-oid Un^fwdtfe, fl^QUgb ibwflst -oyer- 

mmm bir ; i^ led fa^ io a ^k^M f^art of 
tbe rQom-»fihfaM&k«d her f^H" .tii^ sot^ibility 
ihfi nmiifested Cor bis poor A%?rj(i$|ii : a^4 
when be saw h&r a litUe mope cociaposedi 
kwipg her to the ca^e dfh^r maid> m^p^^ 
«iriag Adela still ned^loiusly .wishful m^ 
his «on9 he simnt into the iieM rofup ^to speak 
to Mrs. fionoiierviUe^-r- 

*^ What 9 9ceiie Ji^ve I brought you' to I^ 
cned he, ^^ fray Heaireu you may be ^o 
moce than a tisanporary suifer^r by it ! But 
do aot noiir iSQoaaiiQ iia^hoaseof siiqhdisi* 
tette ^ y)(N£ may iajure )^urself, but q^n 49 
us no goodm^I <|tteatiiHi^ alas! wjb^{ier tho 
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-united exertions of the world can do anjr 
good in a case^ I fear^ so desperate ! I must 
not, however, give way— and whilst a spark 
of life remains^ I trust I shall not give way 
to unavailing despondency. Your sweet 
sister is still hovering round my speechless 
boy : leave her with us a little longer; she 
xvrll be a support to Isabella, whose nerves 
tare severely shaken. For yourself, let me 
conduct you to your carriage. I have sent 
aviray your footman for a physician : but tah^ 
one of those belonging to the house,-~and 
Heavetl for ever bless and preserve you T 

^^ Dear Lord Ennerdale,^ cried the weep» 
ing Mrs. Somerville, ^^ I cannot endure ta 
go till the physician comes ; but I will not 
allow myself to approach your boy whilst 
he continues in a state of insensibility ; the 
sight would utterly subdue me. Yet ask 
me not to depart till 1 know whether he is 
pronounced too ill to bear the removal which 
t had projected. In that case, you must let 
me send my worthy Margaret to assist in 
nursing him ; and as this last burst of emo« 
tion, on being told that he was about to be 
separated from his present attendant, seems 
to confirm my worst suspicions of her^ I 
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think you can hardly be too expeditious in 
jresoMng to dismiss her." 

^' Dismiss her !" repeated he^ the deepei^t 
indignation kindling in his eyen^ ** Can you 
imagine I would ever again suffer her to 
^proach him ? She has been his wilful ex« 
ecattoner — I, her undesigning accessory T 

He hid his ^e between his hands^ and 
groaned aloud. 

'* Be tranquillized^ be re-assured/* said 
Mrs. SomerviUe in a soothing voice— ^^ AU 
hope is not extinct. Your child's disorder 
Jrests chiefly^ young as he is^ upon his mind. 
Make that easy and fearless^ and he niay yet 
be spared to you to become the pride and 
blessing of your existence. Reproach not 
yourself so bitterly for the efiects of an*** 
otiiei^s guilt. Her trespass is so ^idely out 
of the track of common probability— it dif- 
fers so completely from what one has almost 
ever heard reported^ that however undeniable 
it now appears^ it still seems scarcely within 
the Umits of credibility. So unlike^ indeed^ 
is her conduct to any thing which I could 
naturally have surmised^ that had I^ as is 
1h6 case ynth yoil^ obtained, on first engag- 
ing herj respectable attestations of her worthy 

G 2 
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Md beeo. long habituated to ber c<3iutiteii^ 
ance, any, and every cause imder Heav^ 
for the <dii)d*8 iiMtil^sitioQ nvould have sug- 
gested itself to rae, rather than ^ unnatunl 
ctie of an idhufnan nurse V 

They weH« now startled by the wond of 
a knook at the street door, and Lord Eft^ 
tierd^le ^w to the stairs, bo|}ing his mes- 
aenger was returned with the physician, i£q 
eager wishes were nbt ^disappointed, and 'he 
attended tha tnedkal man into the ktM£t 
iroom. 

- Dr. R-^ «xai»iiDed his yonthfisl padest 
«with the ^rictest and mast pea^severing a^ 
tmtion during a considerabie tiine. ; lie 
«eenied nmxh sui^ised ^ tbe state toivhkh 
he was i«edab€d ; tfnd idler a variety oC ^crtker 
question, asked whether the chM had beea 
wsailed by ^my sudden a)Qd ^xtf^ov^nsLtf 
iemotien? 

Hie was answered in the affimiatvfs^ >6irf 
dften most poskivefy^ ^ledared, !BM: he ^wxmtd 
not, in. bis pr^nt condkion, ^wwvive^^bod 
«ectti^^ice of any actiidgnt <^ a ainnlax i»- 
tuFei— «- 

^. Uk ftfe," said Iw; '* A«ngB by « fkraill 

hk jM^e is toMwety to4e 6l^r-hiB htmHk 



ffoM ^9XfSAy sftir a ftather.-T-Aii otmctioii 
of the yit^l powers so nearly total, 1 have 
sddona^ exoept afi^r a rayaging fever, viiU 
|>es^. Put him gently to bed ; give him^ 
if be will take it, small quahtitiea of the 
tightest iionFishineiit^--mediGine, in liisxase, 
U almo^t'oot of the question — do not sp^k 
t^ bim-^-d^ not crowd ronnd him. But if 
he recovers his perceptions clearly, sootk 
hisi, and let him behold noUe but pleasant 
and £ivoarite objects. His conipiaiAt ia upon 
bis nervas— .he may reawer; but to give 
bim wy ^anes, tbe most' assidiiouB and 
nnreihittihg^iitten^Qn wiii be ttfuttfit^, peiw 
ktj^B far t&Ki^. vnAsJ^' < ' 

/'' Dr. R-^r. said Loid Enneidale, wHiltfl 
% blt^ab 9S ingmiiouB sdU-^cusatidn tinged 
to^bteks, ^ 1 will be perfeotly unreserved 
W|t^ ypvi. My hoy has lodt his mother, and 
not been blessed with t^ iather Vigi^nt <9# 
experienced enough tb mfp\y that motHer's 
place. He has 'been cdnaigned to die sul 
pmmleodmey ef a woman, a fiafid rather I 
%i^om th^oe is evecy reason to apprehend 
has abused the trust. It is but d)is vef^ 
dey, tbrt a^end to wfaoin I AiiM hold my- 
idf etehm% indebted, has opened my eyea 
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to discism the evil# My defenceless boy hatf 
been terrified ; perhaps^ personally ill-treat-^ 
ed^ and thenee^ I solemnly believe, the state 
to which^ for my punishment^ you behold 
him reduced/*— • 

Dr. R — warmly protested he had not th^ 
slightest doubt that Lord Ennerdale's friend 
liad struck upOn the true cauise of the ma^ 
kdy.- 

*' You must discharge the mroman imi 
mediately, my Lord« Your son is in na 
tttoation to hear her sight again. Let<8ome^ 
body be about him whom he loves, and cait 
look up to with trust and pleasure."— f 

^^ Do you think he could support tim 
motion of a carriage as far as Cumberlatid 
Place } A lady for whom he aj^ais io hav€^ 
tonceived a great and sudden prepossessioii 
Hves there, and has most kindty <^fered tif 
Widertitke the charge of him.'*-''^ 
r '^ He had better not be moived at present* 
I«et the kdy.eome to him.** 

Mrs. SomerviIle*8 situation was commu<» 
tiicated to him, and the im]»aeticability of 
W9cb a plan was explained : 

'< It is unlucky," said the Doctor ; ^^ but 
here is Lady Isabella Annesley^ who 
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not refuse to shew her fair and benign aspect 

often at her Nephew^s bed-side; and yoit 

must make interest^ my Lord^ with as many 

dther pretty young women/* glanqing bii 

eyes towards Adela^ *^ as you can^ to officiate 

in the capacity of nurses. When you have 

put the child to bed^ give him the draught 

I shall now write to order for him-p^-and let 

the house be kept perfectly quiet.** 

• He then took his leave ; and Lady Isa« 

bella^ timid and weak-spirited, went into the 

adfoitting room^ to inform Mrs. Somervttle 

0f the result of the visits and to supplicate 

her^ willi txnxch eamestnessj to leave hen 

f ister for that day, at least, in Portman-^ 

Square. 

^^ I am wholly unused to the sight of ilK 
ttess,** cried she, ^< and it would almost kiH 
me with terror to be left as the prtndqpnl' 
directress of this poor infant* Dear Mrs^ 
Somerville, pray intercede for me with Mis(| 
Cleveland. Tell her, that I am ashamed tgi 
make such a request, yet, that my sole com- 
fort depends upon her granting it» Sim 
teems so intelligent and so collect^ in ever;;, 
tbing tltftt she undertakes for the little craK 

4 



TM Tft*lTS OF KATURl^ 

tatrtf thai I 4iftU leafn confidence from be** 
hoMifig her/' 

• Mrs^ Sdftierville, never very reluctant ta 
place Uer sister in the way of seeing add 
eonVefsing with Lord Enrietdde^ promised 
that srhe would ' speak to her; and Lady' 
IsabeHdi full o£ aclLnowIedgifaents^ went baick 
kik> the front rodm lo sanfd Adela to her fot 
that purpds^.' 

Meanwhile^ Le^^ Ehnefdale bad d^se^nd* 
cd into Mr. Aiineslej's ttaiy\ and tbdu^ it 
wfis repagAant fo fatih to look at faer> fand 
Irtldkahart, yet decisive ftonTersation wiOi 
the mirte* He entered int6 no diiMsasskni 
with her^ hnk fti the mmt pbsitive tmts^ 
forbade her to renew her attendance upon 
hli sta ; presented her a year's wages^ atid 
4Hd her tfiat Ihe sObner she provided herself 
^tth anotheit' ser^iot the better. The wo^ 
mfi expostulated, and almost threatened ; 
Hat the Earlj stertily threatening in his tnni 
td ring for some df Mr. Atinesle/a people 
to remove h^ frdm fain tight, she hsstilf 
gathered up the moneys miitltr#A somokhhig 
aboQt sfmdiog for k^ ofotths^ alid with «i» 
mtp9Ctii t0Hi3gmtSttiM&Hig^ oMoimiu, and 



iaai>kiice^ irariied through 4be hsA^ aii44»ut 
of the house in a moment. 

This hateftil businesB fa^rminated^ Lord 
Eiuaerdaie^ witli ' hftrasMd looks and feeU 
'^fOsg^y waa ip-adeending l!he drawHig-rooHt 
staiis^'. ««h^^ upon the landing-pflace^ be* 
met Mrs. Som^rvffle and his *IiHle giit. 
. lie fmAaft^ to her A^hat 4)ad passed. — 

" Irejoice,'* cried «he, ^* *hat the wjretdh- 
ti ^ntoman has so ^promptly delWered you 
{bost^her presence— ^tbeit the jpainful «flR>rt 
of i^iedsing to her is over. Sut now^ Lord 
Ennerdale, good morning. I have takea 
possession of Lady Harriet for a Tew days^ 
to keep her brother's rroom ^s quiet as pos- 
sible. Adela, with much entreaty, consents 
to , remain, at present, as assistant nurse.. 
You .mu^ toy and cecoiicile her lx).tibis plan» 
tdliich she .oppQsed\so earnestly^ apd thinks 
so offioioiss and ahsiird, tiiat I cquld scarce-^ 
fy^ prerail upon. ber. to listen to it for an in^ 
9f»xits Yiet . Lady Isabella was inexpressibi}!' 
solieftous to detain her,, and I am^ oertaimi 
diefwil] be a great comfort. to you all. To« 
QUHTaw I will come and i?e-demand her/ 
Mi^nwhil^ they are putting Lord Ossely 
to bed^ and I hope I leave every tl^ng* 
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going on as well as could reaaonsbly be ex^ 
pected.** 

' The blessinga and acknowledgements 
which Lord Ennerdale wonld now have 
poured forth^ were cut short by their being 
^rfived in the hall, wh^re the porter held 
the door open, and whence Mrs. Somer-* 
ville saw that the steps <^ her carriage were 
already let down* Lord Ennerdale handed 
her into it, kissed, and placed his little girl 
beside her, and, with a look foil of grati4 
ludej bowed and rieturned into the hou8e« 



CHAP, VIL 

BLUNDERING. 



Adela, as soon as she had parted firom 
her sister, repaired to the invalid's chamber, 
determined, since a scheme 30 repugnant to 
her could not be avoided, to give it all the 
respectability in her power by rendering 
herself truly useful. In addition to Lady 
Isabelia^s maid^ who attended the child with 
great humanity, she found in the i^artment 
a young woman, who, as assistant to the 
disgraced nurse, had travelled up to town 
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mik him> aivl was now importunate in her 
enquiries after her principal^ without whose 
.authority she seemed fearful of even ap- 
proaching him# 

" Speak softly/* whispered Adela^ ^^ Lord 
Qssely must not be startled. The woman 
you ask after has left the house — I trusty 
never to xe*enter it ?** 

The girl stared^ and looked as if she 
scarcely dared ccedit an assertion which yet^ 
it was evident^ if true^ would give her any 
thing rather than sorrow* 

^^ Make no enquiries at present^** re« 
sumed Adela^ in the same guarded tone^ 
^^ but do your best to assist in getting this 
poor Uttle creature put to bed as quietly as 
possible." 

. No time was lost In complying with this 
injunction^ and before ^Lady Isabella came 
up^ every thing in her nephew's apartment 
was already comfortably arranged, Adela 
was sitting by the side of his bed^ and the 
;nursery-maid had resumed her work near 
the half-darkened window. 

*^ How is he?*' spftly enquired Lady Isa- 
.bella. 
. ^* There is no jperceptible difference,** an- 
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Hit kdyihi^ taeirl «M» Wil^t lUff^M, 
though not without concern* ^hm t^dlitpli- 
ffiented A)A@lii bn thig luitn^y^iof'^^. which^ 
$^ Id »hc>f t a titt^y lihe hftd €!itablfehediD ihfc 
iip9i\kxxvsnl : itnd then added— >• 

" But I must leave yoii ^it\y iny dfe» 
Miss ClevelMd^ a» Mr. Aiilie^ky is just 
i^tne iti f6 drefiS ^ H dili¥i^]' ^gagemet^t, 
^tid I Wii^ ti gi^ ftfid MAittu^iciite td him 
the events of the moffting. Se^, hoW€fver>*' 
t^ontin^ed dh«^ |)oi^tifig to t^ n^se of the 
fittte Somt^vilki, ^vho just then eiie^^ed, 
^' lee who yo^ir edtisiderat^ iieter has %nt 
to t)ur bel{^. I ishaVl tiot ho^ aUottr you t^ 
consider yourself as poor Algernon's istdfe 
pt^peHy ;' yd* Bfiu* bfe Jhi^fe atid ttiy bro- 
'Afet's during dmner. Tftic ehiW Will be lA 
tiiich excellent h^Ms^ ihstt I think we may 
boih veatufe tc> leave hitn wi^olit the smaK 
le*t fecrople.'* 

'^ CeirttiiAly We nwty,** feplied Adela; 
'^ and I have np kmbitidti bb perform an]f 
netb qIF supererogation** 

" But do not think it one, to stay he*fe 
ilifs evenifig ! I <^n give ytfn no ide^ how 



H«h«xgftien« tny courage to recollect thaif 
you are in the house !" * 

'^ And wlhy 1^, Lady Isafcdla } Caii you 
ittttrgitte ttte tesd inexp^eiiced than yourself 
in a ca^ oT this kind ?"** 

^ No ; but I not only imagine, I am cer- 
tain, that you have a great deal more firm- 
ness and presence of mind.** 

"Stxe then left the room, telling her, that 
iX) previeirt any disturbance to their patient^ 
«he ivotlld comiB up herself to call her -whei 
dinner was nearly reiady. 

Accordingly, in aboilt lialf an hour, sh^ 
tc-appeared,. and Adela went down to the 
drawing-room tvith her. 

Lord Ennerdale started from a sofa on 
tirhich he ^vas reclining as they entered, and 
hastily appToaching them, — 

"** How infinitely is my sister indebted to 
yoti,** ^id he to Adela, "^^ for this generous 
sacrifice of your time to her solace and sup- 
port ! I know you were not very easily in- 
duced to make it, but be assured, that you 
never performed a deed of greater charity 
and benevolence. Her spirits would not 
have borne her through the trial to which 
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^he is exposed^ had she been left 4o endure 
it wholly by herself.** 

^^ But to my sister^ Lord Ennerdaje^** 
said Adela^ earnest to avert the conversatioa 
from herself, « how far greater are y^ 
obligationsi — Has she not been an invalu- 
able — an inexpressible blessing in this house 
to-day?** 

^^ She has indeed rescued me from a state 
of blindness the most criminal, and, as it 
may yet prove, the most fatal into which a 
father could have fallen !** 

" Oh, you have perverted my meaning ! 
I intended to. draw forth an eijlogium of 
Mrs. Somerville — not a condemnation of 
yourself!'* , 

' ^^ Mrs. Somerville is an angel! Yet I 
must ever associate with the remembrance 
of her good offices— -of her inestimable kind- 
ness, and providential penetration, the bitter 
recollection of my own unjustifiable delu'^ 
sion!** 

^^ I will allow of no such associations,^ 
cried Adela, seeking to revive him ; ^^ my 
sister's praises whilst I remain in this house, 
shall be so ceaselessly reverberated in your 
ear, that before you have time to summon 



nj^ a itelf-acousing thought to accompany 
one speech in hex* favour^ another shall foU 
low it^-and then another — and then another 
-—leaving you no possibility of dwelling 
n^n any thing but what is pleksant^ and— 
4ike herself^ — good." 

** How fondly you love this channing 
sister!" 

^^ I do indeed I — But there is no merit id 
it, for she is every thing to me, and we all 
love those on whom our happiness prihci^ 
pally depends." 

** You have yet another sister^ Miss Cleve* 
land/ have you not?*^ enquired Lady Isa« 
bella^ 

*^ Yes," answered Adela ; ^^ she has tot* 
the last year or two chiefly resided in Wales^ 
but we expect her in town this spring. She 
is a great beauty— younger than Mrs. So* 
merville, and already, poor thing, a widow*** 

" Has she any family?** 

^^ No ; she lost her only little girl about 
4S twelvemonth ago.'* 

Mr. Annesley now came into the room to 
speak to Lord Ennerdale before he set out 
for the place where he was to dine. Adeltt 
mnd he were introduced to each other^ and 



]pe tkapked ^er wiUi gfeait }>dit^ev fin 
gFSKAing to hk wife ^ seaspwbl^ f $li«f qf 

1^ CQGDjpaayt, 

^' Mi^s CleTeiahd," said fjaiy IfifiJbeUa^ 
5^ u Bot only an BMDstiffiftbk <K>ixtf^ to «q 
and a most admirable m^an^er in floor Alf 
Ifemqyo'i; ^iok ifoo^oi, b^ «he se^ips of st ?ery 
chearful disposition^ and will re-anio)^ ^ 

^^ )t is« gceat moFti6cation>to iDe,** oried 
Mr. An^iedey, '^ io he obliged to fers^js 
such society ; and^ my dear Isabella^ I am 
s^ry to mtnind yoi^ that tfou must forsake 
it also^ duriag at least a part of the eventpg«* 

*^ Oh, Mr. Annesley, cannot you niak^ 
aa apojogy £or me to yofur aunt ?" ' ^ 

^. I, cm make it — but jshe c^rtaiQly will 
nort acpept it! Ren»ember how seldom shi$ 
giv]^s in assembly, and how teaiacious <shQ 
i^.^f (44 foshii^ned punctilio.. You miial 
not disappoint her, indeed ; for this coit/ii- 
4qo« qf ;b<ers^ as ^hp calls it^ is. chiefly intend- 
ed as a compliment to 3rou. Howevji^, yo» 
nfod not stay above an hour: — I will call 

fw yo\iy und wje. will go and return tog^^ 
ther.'' . 
X^dy babella^ with the beat .graee she 
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wvs £A>Ie^ e6ii6ented to thi» ifnfuigeihciit^^ 
ai]d soon after, Mr* Annetk}^ de|>arted. 

Adela bad been pleased with hi^ appear^ 
ftQoe and adcb^dss ; the 6nt itas ycntthful and 
elegant, and the other perfectty well bred» 

When dinner was Unnounccd, and thd 
friendly trio diesoended ta the parlour. Lady 
Isabella sad(}-^ 

'^ There is soniething, my dear Mis» 
Cleveland, in yottf eoutttenance and man"* 
ners^ which^ at iimeip eatirely drives from 
me the recollection that no longer, ago thani 
f&st o'clock this very day, we were Htt^ 
strangers to each other. H<)w has this hap^l 
pened ? I hav6 bad the pleasure of seeing 
j^f rs« Somerville once or twice this season f 
are you only just come to town t" 

<^ On the contrary,'' said Adela, ^^ I hav^ 
l>een longef in town than either your Lady* 
ship or my sister ; but neither before sh4 
came, nor sinoOi have I been anxious to 
pay morning visits at houses where I had n<H 
the honor of being acquainted : and^ to 
own the truth, it was a mora matter of 
chance my bmng with her wlie& she deeide4 
on coming here to-day," 

^\ JSFever again, bc^wavar^ let' Lad/ isa^ 
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bella be indebted to chance/* said Lord En-» 
, nerdale, ^* for the pleasure of receiving you* 
She will forgive, this once, jboth the fact and 
its confession : but I much doubt virhether 
you will find her easy to appease on a repe^ 
tition of the offence.'' 

Adela was glad to observe in him thid 
gleam of returning cheerfulness : but it was 
of no permanence ; the greatest part of the 
time they remained at table, he was evident-^ 
ty extremely depressed, and could only by 
an effort which he thought it ungrateful noC 
to make, exert himself occasionally to join 
in' the conversation. ? 

When Lady Isabella retired te dress fo« 
her unwelcome engagement, Adela returned 
to the sick room, and heiafd with^itow, th*t 
the child continued exactly in the same tbr- 
jAA state as when she left him. She opened 
his- curtain for a moment, and gazed' at hint 
tvith compassionate apprdiension ; theit 
lAovAy retreatifi^, she seated herself neari^ 
distant Candle with a :book lent to her by 
Lady Isabella-^ the first and incomparabte 
Volume of Miss £dgworth*s ^^ Fashionabl^l 
Tales.- 
- Befpre «fa(S^ * vMnt down> ' Lady Isabid^ 



rtepped into the nursery to take leave of 
Adela, and also to snatch a look at her ne* 
phei^. 

*^ How fixed — h6vr fearfully fixed is his' 
tountenance T whispered she ; " and yet 
his lips and cheeks have mor^ colour than- 
when I saw him last. Sweet boy ! May he 
speedily be restored to his father's wishes P* 

*^ Heaven grant it T ejaculated Adela— • 

At that moment^ the room door was gen«« 
t)y opened^ and Lord Ennerdale himself ap^ 
peared— 

: ^* I am the .bearer^ said he, *' of a mes« 
sage to you both. Mr. Somerville is below; 
Miss Cleveland, and wishes to see you ; and 
Aanesley ia arrived, Isabella, and waiting td 
Itecompany you to your aunt's.**— 

He then approached the little boy*s bed $f 
contemplated him some time with an aspn^ 
of deep concern, and sighing heavily, tum«« 
tA silently away, and followed the two la^ 
dies down stairs. 

r Lady Isabella was well acquainted vnth 
Mr. Somerville, and shaking hands witif 
bim as she entered the drawing room,— ^ 
** Do noV' «aid she, *^ form any harsh con-i< 
^Qsions zhont me^ from peeing me dressed 
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»nd going out* I ana undar orders you 
know ; and Mr. AQDe&ley makes a point of 
my appearing at a dull party given by bi» 
oldrelation^ Lady Sarah Farfxbam.''-^ 

^^ But from bo submisMve a wife/' sai4 
Mr. Auuesley^ " Somervilk would scaPcqly 
have expected to hear these gracious re«^ 
pinings! My dear kahella, can you ima^ 
gine> that if I knew of any feasible method 
of exempting either you or myself firom 
fulfilting this disagreeable enga^emeat, I, 
would not most gladly embrace it ?'* . 
« Lady Isabella was a little^ start|e4 hythe 
teriouff tone in whic^ the latter part ^. thia^ 
speech was ^ uttered; aod GoIoiiriE|;> but vio^ 
with a«ger^i— ^^ I have deserved y** said shQ^ 
'' a little i£proi>f^ but hardly quite so fpewik 
a one I; Come, let us go ; yovk. hav€ adu|o« 
iwhed me iiato perfect humility/' ■^ 

Mr. Annesley looked sorry for the mo^ 
mentary eafrnestness into which he had be^i^ 
betrayed. 

* ^ Takemy arm/ x^ried he, ^' and let us, 
M ypu say, be ;goiiej for I dread to Icfok ^ 
Miss Clevdand after allowing her to bear 

3pecim«> of my coBJ«LgpUnrt«ry r > 
lie was then ieadio^ his wift^ airay, wbmk 



fifedppecl hy bearing, ^r. Somemlle ex« 
claim^ — . .1 

^ Why, Adek, how is rtiis? Have yott 
t]«iile given up ^ tttftsquerade trt: Mr9# 

'^ I have never evai l^ovrgbl of it fiince 
the morning.'* 

*^ The masquerade?* re p cat efl Z/Siij Isai 
Ibeila. — ^^^ Sad you i^tieud^ g^g *^ i*> 
•Miss C^eknd^' 

** Indeed, had ^/* answeKid her bro- 
ther.fn4aw, *^ for fe*e ts heir dress eome 
iiome, whiefe tfiy litfle giris bnwight tee 
dewn 9. ii»i»ttte accovnt of after J inner. It 
Is really n |)ily you «hotfM "ttdt go, -my dear 

^V it w indeed,** Femiaaaed Lady fsahellat, 
^ and I cannot bear to be instrumental *6 
.your «o dohsg. Let us "set you down dt your 
water's, dear Mws Cleveland, -and there f6ti 
can dress, and wait for yottr paity. Wh» 
-W^ste y<»u ^oittg wifth f *^ 

*^ With Mrs. Ross, and two"of iier nioccil. 

"But I turn assure you. Lady* Isabella, that I 

4ia¥e ttet now the smallest inclination to g€f« 

^«in very aony ^that Mr. Somervflk ev«r 

mentioned iU ^ 
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. '^ There's a girl for you V* exultibgly cried 
that imp6litic gentleman^ '^ ready to giv^ 
up a masquerade — the first she ever had an 
C^^rtunity of attending —for the charita* 
ble purpose of nursing the sick, and com*- 
£>rting the afflicted! Upon my honour^ 
Jjord Ennerdale^ you ought to throw yourr 
jelf at her feet and worship her P 

The whole party seemed confounded^ and 
Lord Ennerdale by no means the least so. 
He turned aside to examine some ornaments 
upon the chimney ; Mfs Annesl^ vainly 
•ouj^t to suppress a smile; Lady Isabella 
appeared good-naturedly vexed at Adela^is 
manifest embarrassment — ^and poor Adela 
herself^ with cheeks of the deepest scarlet, 
^roed an unwilling laugh^ and hesitatingly 
:]paid,— * 

^^ You have enumerated so many induce- 
ments^ Mr. Somerville^ that — I think — I 
f believer-I will go T 

Mr. Somerville now appeared Circus to 
draw back— 

*^ Ob, but don't go at my instigation/^ 
<^ed he ; ^^ Elinor can make your excuses 
|9 Mrs, Ross when she caUs^ and I am sure 
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we both had rather^ ten thousand times^ that 
you should remain here.*' 
. Adelia was too angry to answer hini> but 
.diawing on the peiibse which she had worn 
in the morning, and turning with subdued 
Agitation to Lord Ennerdale, 

** Good nighty my lord/' said she; ^^ I 
mo»t flincerely wish that we may hear a bet- 
ter aocount of your poor httle boy in the 
ittoming.'* 

^f You return hither after the masque-* 
nde, I hope ?* cried he^ with quickness. ; 
*' No r replied^ she^ ^^ it would occasion a 
diftorbance in the house that might startle 
the invalid.^* 

' ^^ It is impossible he should hear you^** 
cri^d Lady Isabella ; ^^ the knocker is tied 
upj and the sound of the bell cannot reach 
to bis chamber* My dear Miss Cleveland^ 
do come back— I entreat that you will.** ^ 

^< We will settle this point in our way td 
Cumberland Flaee,** said Adela ; ^^ I have 
detained your ladyship wd Mr./Annesley 
too long already.'* ; 

Lord Ennerdale bowed to her, but with** 
Out speakingi and Mr. Somerville, as hd 
took car6 of her down stairs^ r^roached 
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iiimself jcverety Ibrhtving ten^^ her to 
give up her meritorious port, ^e heard inqgi 
aa silence ; he p«t her ioto daft mitimgi, and 
Mr. Aimedey «i!dered it to ba dmea i» 

iCumherland Place. 

During their abort rid«, La^ Utkt^ 
nresaed her to eamesttf to fiemma faer inten- 
^OA of dbeping in BortaMin Ikpiaie,- 4d|rt 
Mi^y although fliie bad oeaiiy made « «er 
cret TOW never to re-enter the house, ma» 
■aduuaed of re^stkigsuoh urgency, and gave 
theipTomise that was scdicited.. 

Wfeeo she had alighted at her «i«ter'«, and 
Cjftdy Isahetla and Mr. Annedqr droiw o% 
that gentleman laughingly exclaimed— 

« Poor Miw 'CteietaiBd ! — fflie would 
TOalcc a ^ry de»ef geftecal, if she l^.<iM* 
«o <!lumsy «n eide-de-ca«nj) !" 

** What «an you yosably '»Mm ?'* 

« Why, do you «ot ckariy peaceise ihet 
Somerville, and perhaps hk wife, and the 
swhole host «f liie Ctevekttis, au& at secwv 
ing for ■ her the conquest «f the hawfaoaw 
widower ? And if they would kt her spread 
^r -nets" withoat interfering, there aaight 
be some ehaaoe of W «ieeeeefei»g, far flhe 
•posaeMtis i>e«tt^ of the meat wimuvg ^ 
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scrifition'^beauly proceeding, from coua* 
tenance^ from intelligence of character^ from 
•an appearance of the greatest frankness^^ and 
.tiiemo8t tranquil and undesigning simplici- 
ty. But that unlucky and over-eager, fellow^ 
jSomerville^ i^rill spoil alU He will set your 
brother upon his guard against ar. take^in^ 
and frighten even the poqr girl herself from 
prosecuting her allotted task." 
. ^^ Is it credible that what has so wholly 
appeared to me the result of pure heoevo? 
lence — their permitting her at such a time 
as thii^ to remain with me— can have pro-* 
ceeded from interested motives ?" i 

*f Very credible, Isabella. You w|io 
were. brought up in the gocd old school, 
under a mother, who proudly disdained the 
very idea of angling for a . son-in-law, you 
can have no - suspicion of the plots, the 
contrivauces, the strat^igeins recurred to in 
qaany fashionable families for the advanta- 
geous disposal of supcmumer^y spinsters* 
I myself, have been ccgirted . by more mo- 
thers, aunts, fathers^ uncles, and guardians, 
for their respective stock in hand, than I 
should find time tp sum^up in a month. X 

VOL. uu n 
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vms in the hpuse once, when « ootisia isf 
my owu, an orderly^ modest sort of girf^ 
ivho wished to keep quiet^ hut whom- her 
fiiends w^ie determined to marry splendid- 
ly, was palmed i^a a sagaoieus, solemn^ 
wily baronet^ ^ho liad eight or ten thou^ 
sand per annmai^ did not care a rush for the 
daimsel, and was locked upon by every 1k>« 
dy as a determined batchelor. But he umi 
finally: cq<^d into the match, by the unit* 
ed macbinatioos of those around hen He 
cut his band one morning at break&st, and: 
because the good girl turned qualmish i^ ihi 
sight of blood, diey persuaded him that she 
was fainting through excess of ten^bilitj^f-— 
senmhilify for his gashed ^nmb ! *-^ Sha 
once, by an unlucky jog, ovarsetadish of 
eoflfee whi<^ ht was carrying to his lips, and 
because she cried with vexation at her owti 
awkwardness,^ tbqr* assured him she waa^ 
weq»ing' at ibe idea of having serided brim 
•«-a Ibrtqii^t after, be married fatt !** 

^^ Oh, Charles,** cried Lady isabetla,. in 
an accent of real regret, ** I was so mitcii 
disposed to admire^ and even lovetbis Ade- 
la Clevdlaaady that I ^m ^seriously mortified^ 



TRAITS OF KATUftS.' I4f 

at the suspicions which you have awakened^ 
and the new light in which you have reprei 
sented her.** 

*^ Pooh, pooh ! Dont expect too maigr* 
perfections united in one individual. This 
Adeh if as lovely a creature as I almost evef 
beheld; she is likewise, I am persuaded^ 
extremely sensible, and if it was the way of 
the world, might be sufficiently disinterest* 
ed. But, urged on by sanguine relations/ 
and the consciousness of being at the mercy 
of ft father who seems determine not to be«* 
stosr upon her a shilling, why should yoi:^ 
demand from her the heroisih to resist so h- 
vounble an opportunily of endeavouring at 
oQoe to st^ into affluence and high rank ?' 
Yet,' Somerville and fais wife have so exten- 
sive an acquaintance, that I feel a little in- 
dignant at their levelling their whole artil-' 
lery against poor Ennerdale. In the course 
of the season, there can scarcely be a doubt "^ 
that Miss Cleveland would attract many ad- ' 
miiers, and perhaps some substantiltl weigh 
ty oflfers. I heard Harley speakmg of her 
yesterday in the most magnificent term>^ 
aitd surely he would be a prize well wortii ' 
expending a little powder and shot upon.'* 

H2 



148 TRAITS OF KATURE. 

^^ He would — were he less hideously 

-uglyr". 

'^ Oh, if our pretty visitor, either from 
choice or necessity, is a; true speculating 
miss, she won't mind bis ugliness ! But I 
know not that she is yet aware of the dis- 
tinction with which Sir Patrick regards her. 
At all events, should Ennerdale, unmindful 
pf worldly considerations, fall a prey to a 
pair of bright eyes, I am far better disposed 
to wi sh success to those that sparkle in the 
bead of Adela, than to the still more keenly 

..piercing ones of General Cleveland's daugh* 

ter, Jemima,'*;r- 

^^ Is he thea an object of attention to ttvo 
of these Glevelands ?** 

" So palpably, so manifestly, that Jemi-» 
xpa may rather be said to attack than to 
invite him. I heard some young men the 
other night at Mrs. Copeland's ball, rally 
him in the most open manner upon his 
obvious importance to each of the fair can- 
didates; and on his professing an intention 
not to dance, they insinuated that bis per- 
severance in that design would last no longer 
than till one of the rival cousins should as- 
sail him with a direct' or covert aj^licatioa. 
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But it SO happened that Jemima never came« 
Somerville, however, soon joined us, and in 
the full hearing of all the party, began the 
frankest solicitations in behalf of his own 
favourite. A general smile appeared upon 
every face, which Ennerdale observing, he 
gave to this ill-^managed requisition, a hasty 
andjpositive negative. Whether he was in- 
fluenced by feelings of delicacy towards the 
lady, or of vexation againtt the gentleman, 
I will not pretend to decide. The self-posses- 
sion, however, the air of dignified composure 
with which Adela endured the shock of bis 
refusal, was one of the most striking things 
I ever witnessed. It immediately imposed, 1 
will not say silence upon the surrounding 
observers, for they vrere not so gross as tO' 
throw out sarcasms in her hearing — but it 
imposed respect and decorum upon their 
very looks ; and in me, inspired the highest 
opinion at once of her sense, spirit, and 
temper. My only quarrel with her is, that 
she is a Cleveland.'*— 

They were now in the midst of the throng 
of carriages surrounding Lady Sarah Farn- 
ham's door, and the conversation ended. 

H 3 
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CHAP. VIII. 

EXPOSTULATIONS. 

V* 

Adela meanwhile^ had ascended to the 
iLrawing-room at her sister's with tolerable 
tranquillity^ and answered the first interro* 
gatioQs addressed to lier with appai^iit cdm- 
poeure: but when, on approaching nearer 
to tiie lights^ she gave Mrs. Somervil]^ an 
oppcMrtnhity of observing her couotenaiiee^ 
lliat lady descried in it so much dittorbanee, 
diat^ in great aljtrm> she instantly eacd^dhaa^ 



^ My dearest girl— ^what Is the liiattw r** 

Adela struggled with her feelings a mo-^ 
ment-^ attempted to speak -^attempted to 
sinile-^-feiled in the effort^ and burst into 
tears*— 

^^ Ohy Adehy yon fill me with a thousand 
^stressing apprehensions ! — Is poor little 
Ossely worse ?—• Is he— dead ? — Speak^ I 
entreat you^ for this suspense agitates and 
terrifies me beyond endurance !"-~ 

«« Forgive me, Elinor, and do not be 
alarmed^" 4n broken accents repli^'tJie 
perturbed girl — " It i» nothing material--^ 
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nothing really calamitott9 — ^but itiy spirits 
tiee harassed — ^I am mortified^ aiid^ per- 
haps^ too^ a little angry •"-— 

^^ I would rather have you apgry than 
afflicted* But who has aoflered my kind 
and good-huoioured Adela ?" 

^ Oh, Elinor, — your husband will really 
drive me distracted \ He haa np feeing for 
me— »no r^ard fen* appearances-^no concern 
to preserve for rtia the public esteem ! He 
eaqposes me to the derisio^ the degrading 
smpicions of a whole family I He compels 
m/f^ in self-defence, to s^pear capricious, 
dissipated, frivolous ;-*^to abandon the sta- 
tic i^ which you had 1^ me— to forsake 
K^ihaiige for which I w^ banning to be so 
deeply interested^^and what, perhaps, is 
the worst of all, to wound your ears by 
these ill*directed complaints 1 But make 
siMne allowance for me, dear Elinor ; I am 
Iretted and humiliated till I have lost aU 
patience.'" — 

She then proceeded to relate, for Mrs. 
Somerville was too much amazed to inter* 
mpt her, what had just passed at Lady 
Isa^a's; and when the detiul was ended, 
Ibtts- went on*-* 

H 4 
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'' Oh, if Mr. Somerville did but reflect 
upon the injury he is doing, me by these 
unguarded, or rather let me call them, uth 
founded, insinuations of my anxiety to please 
Lord l^nne/dale— if he would but recollect 
the peculiarity of my family circumstances 
-i-tbe stigma which many may attach to me 
on my poor mother's account — the appa* 
rently irrevocable determination of my father 
to afford me no countenance, and the caution 
necessary to ward off the idea that, feiariiig 
to be left portionless, I hftve adopted the 
selfish policy of a fortune-hunter-Oh, m^ 
dearest sister, if he would but bear these 
particulars in mind, I should be spared the 
frequent shocks which he gives, as well to 
my pride, as to all my better feelings ! ** 

Mrs. Somerville, struck by these forcible 
Representations, said every thing that afiec- 
tidn could dictate, to sooth and comfort her^ 
«nd had the candour to admit, that her spi« 
rit was not thus cruelly wounded without 
t^qnsiderable provocation. 

*^ It is not, indeed !"^ resumed Adela.—^ 
*^ You, no doubt, regard Julius as a preju- 
jdiced counsellor ; yet we must all allow him 
the credit due to unimpeachable veracity ; and 
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he has communicated to me^ as warnings, 
such opinions^; such expressions of Lord 
Ennerdale's, as convince me that I should 
be the last being in the world whom the 
most zealous endeavours of Mr. Somerville, 
would ever t6m|)t him to select for the future 
partner of his life.**— 

She then in ah accent the most dejected^ 
said with eyes swimming in tears^ repeated 
the purport of those severe reflections which 
Lord Ennerdale was accused of having utter- 
ed at Eton respecting individuals placed with 
regard to their parents^ in a predicament 
similar to her own : 

Mrs. SomerviHe . warmly contested the 
probability of the report. 

" It is a thousand to one/' cried she*, 
*^ whether he ever pronounced a single, sen-- 
tence of this unfiseling harangue. The littte 
incendiaries who asserted it of him^ might 
do it for the mischievous pleasure of foment^ 
ing the dislike, already subsisting between 
him and Julius : or, at the worst^. it. wais 
merely the crude, undigested notion of a 
boy, high-spirited, but too inexperienced to 
know, that in the present state of society^ 
our personal faults are all for which it »v 

H 5 
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equitable to render us obaosiDiia tcrdiagHee, 
•* not the frailties of our kmdi«dL ^1^ deuH 
est Adela^ it is a mi^rtune, qo doab1>^a 
severe one— >to have a mothar whose ocmduet 
bas heen reprehensible : but sueh^ I fear^ is 
the depravity of the times^ that it is a mi#- 
foftuhe which you share in comnion with too 
many others^ to be marked out for peculiar 
obloquy. It entails upon you, indeed, as 
you seem amply avrare^ a necessity to be 
doubly circumspect in manners, and doubly 
pure and steady in princijde : but caa tUi 
foe a grievance to my t^right and well4aten^ 
tioned sister P**-^— 

Adela re*assured by the whole tenour of 
this speech, and particularly gratified hy its 
eonclu^ion, leaned forward, and kissed Mrs. 
4Somerville*s cheek ; 4ind that hdy^ returning 
the afiectionate salutation, then added*^-^ 

^^ And now, my best love, go and prepare 
for Mrs. Ross's arrival ; and since the fates 
and ^tinies ordain that you should attend 
this masquerade, make yourself as easy, and 
happy at it, as conscious worth, and the mkost 
artless delicacy ought to render you.*—- 

When her toilet was completed, Adela^ 

the dress of a Viipn of the Sun, made to 



TRAITS. OP MATVftl* 1A( 

edncftpoiid with that <^ the two young bdiai 
lAm was to go with, weRt back into the 
. drawing-room to sit with her sister till Mrs; 
Roas eoUed for her. 

Mr. Somerville^ during her absenee, Iiad 
Mtumed hoBie^ and was now in earnest con« 
feisation with his wife. He started up as 
Adda entered^ and addressing her with some 
confuMoi^9 said— r 

' ^ My dear girl^ I am ashamed to look at 
you ! Elinor has been giving me such a 
treneadous lecture^ and I have been sueh 
an uiqpardonaUe Marplot^ that I fear yoQ 
never will be friends with me again.** 
' Adehi held out to him her hand*** 

"'Upon one condition,'* cried she, "I 
v^ be friends with you this very moment*** 
* - ^^ Name it — I shall subscribe to it im* 
plicitly." 

** " Promise mey then, thkt you wiR hence- 
forth have no phts to mar V\ 
- ^ Oh, Adela,** cried Mrs. Son^erville, 
laughing, " this is asking too much : he ouii^ 
liot live without a project** 

^' But let his projects be wholly indepen« 
dent of me or my ccMicems.** 

•^ Well, well ; I Will in futufi give 3rott 

h6 
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no cause for complaint. But pray, answer 
me one question— <lo you return to Portman 
Square to-night ?** 

^^ Yes, I do; Lady Isabella pressed it 
too earnestly to be denied. And moreover^ 
my dear brother, I thought that after the 
strange speeches you had made, it would 
Ipokj if. I refused to return^ as if I felt cqn- 
scious that my designs were detected, and. 
that it could no longer answer any purpose 
to stay amongst them/* 

'* The only design you have, I believe, 
is to make me heartily ashamed of myself 
— and you have succeeded ! But blessings 
on you for not visiting my ofiences on their 
heads ! Poor Ennerdale thought it was all 
over— and it would be impossible to de- 
scribe, to you bow deeply he seemed to re- 
gret. ..." 

. Adela interrupted him, and shaking her 
head incredulously, said— 

** My dear Mr. Somerville — ^you are ro- 
mancing !" 

" I give you my word of honour, I am 

notr 

" Oh, then, I must believe you. But 
noYf, tell me— how do you like my diress ?** 
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'^ Better than «6me of the icy incrusta-^ 
tiona dbout your heart! The dress is beau-* 
tiful^ and you look beautiful in it.'* 

*^ Your most obedient ! But how is it^ 
^t in despigh't of all our quarrels^ I never 
receive such flattering compliments from any 
body as fi'om you p" 

^* Oh, because other men will not bestow 
compliments without some prospect of re- 
muneration: your insensibility to love is 
nothing to me-^I am satisfied with youij 
firiendsbip* Disposable men are not so easi-^ 
ly contented-" 

^^ Disposable men; as you call them, till 
they acquire the art of rendering themselves 
agreeable, must endure, with resignation^ 
to be merely tolerated. You would not 
have us affectto bejin love, in order to bribe 
fipom them a little flattery r" 

*^ Aflfect to be in love ! No, certainly : 
but when you, or any other woman, meet 
with a highly deserving object, why resist 
the impression he might make upon your 
heart ? Why not be in love in earnest ?" 

*^ I cannot answer you better than in Ro- 
salind's words :«-«^ Love isi merely a mad^ 
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men; mut, t teU ym, litsetfveB d$ %$ett a 
iarkhm$eandawhip, a$ madmen d^!* 

'' Well, AdeV cried Mf . SbmemHe, 
angrily, ^^ I can only say, for your oomfbrt, 
that with alt this haughtiness, and all thk 
dysteitoatic apathy, no man ivill ever be scr 
madly his own enemy as to fall in love with 
you! Your countenance may attract, but 
your coldness will repel ; and we shall have 
you graduairy exchanging the epithet of the 
hemitiftil Mim C3A>vrdlaitid;, for that, at the 
age of' forty, of the prudent, bul fors^eft 
Mrs. Adela T 

Mrs. Somerville and her blooming sister 
laughed heartily at this formidable pro- 
phecy, and yet more at the air of pique Mritb 
which it was uttered : but before they could 
make any observation upon it, a carriage 
stopped at the door^ and Adela was sem^ 
moned to attend Mrs. Ross. 

'^ Have 3rou no beaux of your party ?*• 
said Somerville, as he led her down stairs'*^ 

** I know nothing of the matter. If 
Mrs. Ross has provided none, it is probably 
because she thinks that at a private house 
we shall do very well without'* 



:: Wb%ai Mr. Somerville approa^ed tiKi 
carnage to buand h^r into it> one of Mr|« 
Boas*9 yoimg companions called out*'— 

'^ Ok, Mr. SomerviUe^ hew idid aod 
Aabby it is of you to let us go by omiw 
adlvesl Hera are three po<n' Coraa^** al* 
hiding to their costume, . ^^ and not a smgle 
BoUa*— 'not even an Alonzo among them**' 

^^ I must stay and take care of my Cova 
ahom stairs/* answered be— ^^ But no douht^ 
b^re die evenii^ is over, my failure will 
be very agreeably sopplied.'' 

He then bade them good aight| wished 
them much antusemenl, and the carriage 
drove on. 

. And moeh an^usement, Adda, at leasts 
efatainetl. Revived bdoie she set. out by 
the idbearfol conversation in which Ae had 
been engaged^ and appeased fay Mr. So^* 
merville's promises of foture cautioQ, she 
fieU in a disposition to look at.the novel scene 
to whidi she was introdueed, with a light 
hearty and anknated spirits,, and to extract 
from every thing which she saw> 'Some food 
for gaiety, or some subject either for appn^ 
bation or ridicule. 

Her figure^ mfinitely sufMrier to that of 
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ber two companions^ although theirs were 
of a description to assist in forming a pretty- 
gvoup^ attracted considerable attention^ and 
sev^^rat masks followed her through the 
rooms^ and occasionally addressed her. But 
amidst the throngs two personages^ one in 
the garb of a Friar, the other in th at of a 
Spaniard, particularly distinguished her, and 
as if by mutual agreement, persevered in at- 
tending her wherever she directed her steps. 
Unmolested, however, by their assiduity— 
for the Spaniard, though always at her el- 
bow, did little else than watch her eyes, and 
the Friar was peculiarly pl^sant-*she strolled 
oh, willing to answer those who sought to 
draw hefr into conversation, but equally well 
]pleased to remain silent, and abundantly sa- 
tisfied with the entertainment of gazing at, 
and listening to the various parties assem- 
bled around her. 

" You seem, my dear daughter,*' said the 
Friar, ^^ to be a Novice in such scenes as 

» 

these; yet you look at every group with 
nearly equal interest ; you honour not one 
individual with greater distinction than an- 
other—we flit before you^ like pajsaing sha- 
dows, and ai^ forgotten. In what spot, and 
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under what circumstances would the feelings 
of your heart be more called into action ?" 

" Oh, here," cried Adela, ^' I forget that 
I havfe a heart T* 

^^ And in places/' resumed he, with quick- 
ness, ^* where you might be tempted to re-' 
member being in possession of such a com- 
modity, you perhaps deem it wise and ne- 
cessary to suppress its emotions T 
' *^ I am not come here to confession, my 
good Father,^ said Adela, a little surprised 
atthis s peech. 

^^ And why not ? You might, I am per- 
suaded, venture a very unreserved one, with 
as little, or less danger of incurring penance 
than any individual in the room.** — 

Then pausing a moment, and glancing 
his eyes towards the Spaniard — 

*^ How comes it,** resumed he, lowering 
his voice, " that I so perseveringly behold 
in your train, a native of the country which 
has been most inimical to your own ? Are 
you in subjection to a Spaniard even in this 
soil of freedom ?•* 

^^ Thfe lovS of gold perhaps attracts him,*' 
answered Adela, looking down at the glitter^ 
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ing Sua upon her bosom, and the oth^ de* 
oorationa of her Peruvian attire* 
.. ^^ Take care," resumed the Friar, ** that 
you do not sufier the reverse of tbis^ to be- 
come the case — that jou do . not let the love 
of gold seize upon your heart ! By ^omQ 
means or other — ^perhaps by the depreda^ 
tions of his ancestors in your fatally-weafthy 
land — he is known to be a walking ingot, 
abounding in all the riches of th^e Eastern 
as w^U as tlie Western world. You, my fitir 
ckughter, the descendant of a people whoMi 
temples have been despoiled^^who^ palaces 
have been plundered*-— whose mines hav^ 
Itieen exhausted-*you can have brought with 
you into exile but a scai{ty portion of that 
bright metal whose rays first allured the 
cruel Spaniards to your shores. Renounce 

not, however, because impoverished, the 

♦ 

pure worship of the ^ffidgent Sun, — e«^ 

change. it not for the sordid idolatry of tb# 

Golden Calf r— 

^^ How incomprehensible is this la»* 

guage r exclaimed Adela, amM^d— ^ Wbo^ 
•nd what are youf And wherefore an ex* 

Wta^ which lAdieatoBof v» so degMing 
an opjoicA Y* 



TEAITS OF KATUK£. l63 

Without answering thit( i&quiryy the Fmr 
now touched her arnii and fixing his eyes 
upon the Spaniard^ who was unmasking to 
take some refreshment, he said-*r- 

^^ You know that countenance?"* 

^' Know it?** repeated Adela, half laugh* 
ing, *^ Yes, certainly. It appertains to Sir 
Patrick Harley. — Is he the walking ingot P* 

*^ Have you never heard that he is im- 
mensely rich ?" ^ 

^' I believe I have^ and I am glad— «k 
least not sorry — to hear it confirmed."— 

^'^ How do I wish that you would honest-^ 
ly tell me why r 

*^ Perhaps you are his friend ?** 

*f By no means*— barely his acquaint-i> 



anee."- 



** Why, then, from a principle of hu'- 
minity, I am not sorry that a man wha is 
so dull and so unprepossessing, should hap^ 
pen to be so rich. Money, to him, must^be* 
an ahnost indispensable reconnnendaiion.'*'i^ 

'^ It will obtain him a handsome wife^ 
you may depend.*^ — 

^^ 'Harve any of your own relations con- 
fided to you their designs upon bgM -fke^* 
dom ?- 
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The Friar laughed— 

'^ Ah, lady/' cried he, " my aged gravi- 
ty is no match for your youthful sprightlr- 
ness. — Besides, the night wears apace- I 
must to my convent. But, lady, I go im- 
pressed with sentiments very highly to your 
credit : I admire your demeanour since you 
have been here — and I venerate the delicacy 
of feeling that induced you to come !'* 

He then mingled with the crowd, and 
disappeared,' leaving Adela in astonishment 
at his last words, and vainly endeavouring to 
conjecture who he could be, and to what he 
could allude— 

^^ He venerates," repeated she, *^ the de- 
licacy of feeling that induced me to come I— 
How should those feelings be understood by 
any human creature ex<iept my sister ?'* 

Whilst thus internally perplexing herself, * 
•he was recognized and immediately joined 
by her brother — 

^' Who was the loquacious Friar,*! said he, 
^^ whom I saw you just now so deeply en- 
gaged in conversation with r" 

/^ I have not/' answered she, ^^ the least 
idea/*— - - 
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*^ Have you no suspicion it might be— 
£nnerdale r'* 

^' Oh, no ; a place of gaiety like this, 
would be the last that he would choose to 
come to, to-night. His son is very danger- 
ously ill;*-. 

> ^^ You have seen him then, to-day, as 
usual ?" 

^* My dear Julius, I will attempt no mys- 
tery with you. This, however, is not a 
time to enter into a detail of the causes 
which led to such an arrangement: but 
the fact is, that I am at present a guest at 
Lady Isabella Annesley's. Elinor will ex- 
plain to you how this came about ; ; and wheiv 
you hear exactty the whole state of the case, 
I trust that you will absolve me from ^U , 
blame.** 

'^ I have done with the useless and un- 
heeded office of censor ;** cried Julius, with 
an air of bitterness ; — ^^ you have no more 
blame to apprehend from me, than I have 
tope to influence you. Should the ques ion 
however^ ever come, before another tribunal 
—should the propriety of this new intinia-* 
cy ever be taken into consideration by my. 
fatfayer^ I mudi doubt whether you will find 
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irim diqpOBed to giye it a very lefidy sane- 
tionr 

^^ Julius/ said Adelft^ greatly hurt, ^^ why 
should you address to me this sarcastic lan« 
guage ? It is, on every account, pernicious' 
aiid unjustifiable. Appeal to my reason; 
or, if you prefer it, alarm, as you hav^ 
done before, my pride ; but never expect ti^ 
Work upon my fears. I require better in- 
citements to action than angry menaces.'Vi-* 

Adela had never spoken with such reso* 
lutioh and spirit to her brother before, and , 
secretly lamented, even while the word$; 
passed her lips, the petulance whitdi gave oc-. . 
tasion. for them. Julius was deeply in^ 
censed, as well as extremely surprised at^ 
her ftmness. They ulrere in no place^ how-* 
ever, where he could give free scope to his 
ao^; he therefore hastily quitted her,^ 
atnd she saw him no more the whole even-* 
ing. 

Urs. Cleveland and Jemima, the former 
in the cortume of Queen Elizabeth, and 
the latter pernmifying one of the ladies of 
her ^urt, had early been ^struck by the 
dc^^n^ of Adela*8 s^pearance, and dis- 
wmMiiiery^qpeedily, on faeariog her qieak^ 



s. '• 



•^ 



who die was* Yet they made lio dS>rt to 
approach her, till miatakiiig, as Julius had 
done, tibe Fri^r for Lord Eiinerdale^ they 
were drawn forward by the hope of alluring 
him to^ join Ihehr own pfirty. But th^ 
sound of his voice immediately dispelled 
tteir error^ iuid they were on the pcnnt of 
qidttiiig her vidntiy, when Jemima^ whosi 
quick fiiculty of hearing nothing couM 
escape caug^ fi%m Adek's ^dmmunicatioh 
to her brother the information that she was 
a guest at Lady Isabella Annesley^s. The 
blankest und most hopeless despair took 
po iseflrio n of ber bodom on first faearing ihis 
crid and e«^ way mortifying, intettigencei 
AHer some time^ howerer^ given to secret 
and4>ttter chagrin/ determine not to yield 
to a ebmpetMidr without a struggle^ and 
e8p3ring some advantageous uses which mi^4 
be made of the unpromising cifcuinstance^ 
she smoothed her brow^ and went up w 
Adela with an 'extended hand^*-^ 

•^ t' have just convinced myBetf," crted 
she, ** after watching you for *e h»t hatf 
hour^ l^iat t behold/ tiieugil Ufsdler a malk^ 
a well-known friend, fiow kttvo you itenf 
amused'toHSH^y roy-dear eol*tnf?* ' ** 
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Adela was somewhat surprised at this 
sudden renewal of cordiality, after so long 
and marked , a coldness ; but never averse 
from accepting overtures of coifciliation^ 
she took the hand that was held out to her^ 
and chearfully answered^— 
' /M have been better entertained by the 
whimsical variety of this assembly^ than^ 
except at the Opera, J haVe ever found my- 
self at any other place of amus^nent. in 
Xiondon.** . . 

.. '^ Do you then pfef<^r it to a ball }^ 

^ I love dancing: but I have never had 
aay partners I liked so well as the • nuisicitft 
the Opera, or the lively conversation wbioli 
I have heard here to-night.** 

*^ I »aw you talkii^ a considerable time 
with a friar. — ^Was he ple^ant ? Do you 
know him ?** 

^' He was particularly pleasant; but I 
have not any suspicion who he ^s.** 

** Are you here with Mrs. Ross r" 

^^ Yes ; she was so good as to take ch^Pge 
of me in addition to two nieces," 

^^ And how in the world did she bring 
you } She has only a chariot.** 

" We all CQntrived to find room in it/* 



I 
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,' ^^ Oh^ let mamma set you dawn when 
you go away« We have a coach, and only 
ourselves and Sir Patrick Harley in it/' 

Adela would have excused herself from 
.accepting this offer ; but Jemima, for rea- 
sons best understood by. herself, urged it so 
pressingly, and induced her mother so civilly 
to second her, that at length she prevailed^ 
and undertook herself to communicate this 
new plan to Mrs. Ross. 

The remainder of the evening was en- 
livxHied by no conversation that could make 

dela amends for the departure of the friar^ 
who> although he had onpe somewhat 
piqued her, had mingled with the freedom 
of his Admonitions so much pleasantry, and 
interspersed them with so many flattering 
expressions, that he proved much the most 
s^ttractive character to her of any in the 
whole assembly. 

Sir Patrick Harley^ who afiter he had 
once taken off his mask did not again re* 
sume it, presented his arm to Adela whan 
Mrs. Cleveland's carriage was called^ leaving 
that lady and her daughter to put themselves 
under the care of 3ome other gentleman 
who made a timely offer of his services. 

VOL. HI. i 
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As soon is 'they tiad driven safely through 
the crowd, Adeia became a'ware of iJie 
necessity of requesting that her auht would 
order her to be set down at Mr. Antiesl^'s; 
Unsuspicious that J^emima already knew 
she was s(n inmate there, the task of an* 
nouncitig it was particularly unpleasant to 
her. But she saw no means of avoiding it ; 
and convinced that, however temporary, 
her abode in Portman Square c6uld not re- 
main a secret, she endeavoured to' speak of 
it with perfect cbmposure. But J'(6mima, 
whose curiosity to learn how she had^be'coine 
installed at Lady Isabella's was upon the 
rack, suffered not so fair an Opportunity of 
gratifying it to pass unimproved. She af- 
fected total ignorance of the little boy\i 
illness, though she bad distinctly heard 
Adela rtiehti'oh it to' her brother ; and now 
harassed her by a thousand questions, each 
new one more disagreeable than the last— • 

*^ How long," said she, ^* has Lady Isa- 
bella asked you to stay ?'* 

*^ No time was specified," answered Ade- 
la, *^ I may very possibly leave her to- 



morrow.". 



'^^ Why are LordnEnnerdale's cfaiUcm i4 
lifer house iiistead df bis owm?'' ^ 

^^ I believe, Jbecause ^ his is .undergoing 
fleme altesaticm«^-^ 

^^ I suppose then^ he* himsdlf quite Jiveti 
41$ Mr. Anneaiey'sT 

^^ JSe dined there to-^da^."*—-* 

^^ And there you^kft. him, did^you not ??* 

'^ I did."— . 

^^ Does Lady Isabella appear .disposed to 
become Fery intixBOte with you ?*" - 

^^ She seems tooimtioaril to indulge such 
di disposition on ^ single dayjs acquaiptancer 

^ Ofa> then^ sbe.is xather .cool-^nd: fUt- 
totr'* 

' ^^:Not at .all— «abe ii jitst.a& I.^ish^her, 
polite and obliging; but wiihiMiti^jKintic 
.prodSessionJi/'^ 

^f Aad . hiEwr. doe» Mr . 4^nesiey> bebave^i** 

^^ I have sieen him but for^ modpaanti jbe 
.dftd ntrt. dine at hofne."*^-- > 

^^ Did ha ceedye you pleasantly?'^ 

^^ Yes-^foc he did not, my deto Jexi|ima^ 
give me the trouble ^ot anaweripg a t»ingle 
qnestionr 

^^ Ob, you. must not be surprised. at .my 
feeling a little cnrk^sity to. know liowyiw 

12 
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accomplished this clever arrangement. 'Yu 
may depend upon it, the feeling will }^ 
universal, though every body will not ven- 
ture, as I do, to apply to the fountain head 
for information." — 

*' I have no sort of objection,'' said Ade^ 
la, laughing, ^^ to your publishing, for 
every hadifs satisfaction, the result of your 
own laborious investigation." 

*^ The publication, however, would be 
incomplete, unless it gave the result of the 
experiment itself. When that is deter- 
mined, the whole together, drawn up in 
the forqi of a manual, might prove.extreme- 
ly useful to young ladies newly disembarked 
from the country in quest of matrimonial 
preferment."— 

Adela, for a moment, fdt disposed to 
answer this impertinent observation with 
great asperity. But, detesting that sort of 
dialc^ue which is m»le up of tart, and 
often witless repartee, and which serves but 
to prolong altercation, "she suppressed the 
rising temptation, and^ as her anger cooled, 
found reason to acknowledge, iVith self- 
congratulation, the truth of La Bruyere's 
maxim : ^^ // riy a rien qui rqfndchme U 
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sangyCommeJt avoir sd Aiiter dejinre tine sot-- 
tise. It was a matter of some concern to her^ 
however^ that Sir Patrick Harley should be 
made the auditor of such insinuations : but , 
trusting to his accustomed slowness of com- 
prehension as a safeguard against his misin- 
terpretations^ she endeavoured to attach no 
more importance to his presence than if she 
had known him to be utterly divested of the 
sense of hearing. 

When the carriage stopped at Mr. An- 
nesley's door^ the courteous Baronet des- 
cended to assist her in alighting, and sur- 
prised her not a little by then saying in a 
low voice— 

^^ I have heard things to-night^ Miss 
Cleveland, which give me a great deal xif 
pain. I would you had the power and the 
inclination to tell me that they are all uo^ 
founded r 

** I have both, Sir Patrick,* answered 
Adela. 

^ And do you really assert that Jemima 
is mistaken ?** 

** It would not well be possible to be so 
more completely ! — Good nighty Sir Pa- 
trick.''— 

t 3 
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• *^ Good night, Misa Clevdaiid --*- ifear 
Miss Clevdatid 1 " he added^ in a whisper no 
leis emphatical than the preiBSiire of jthe hand 
with :wbich it wais accompanied^ 

* Adela, much wondering, and by no meant 
delighted, hastily entered the house^ and Sir 
Fktrick returned' to the carrikgQ* 



* I 



CHAR 1%, 

INTRUSIOK. 



iLxBY Isabella's maid^ Adela ws^s qoncerpr 
jed to iindj had been ordered to. sit up for 
her, and now appeared to light her tp her 
room. Aniy had been purposely detained 
by Mrs. Somerville \ix Cumberland Placd. 
Jest her sable complexion sibould give any 
jsbock. to the weakened vntts^ pf the young 
' invalid. 

^^ I wanrt no h^Ip^ indeed, Mni. Ganey/ 

said Adela, civilly apologizing to the drowsy 

attiendant. ^^ Pray go to bed immediately. 

I know which is my room, and when I 3tsq^ 

^out so late, I alwsiys undress myself."—- 

Mrs« Carey thought it> incunibent i;i|ion 
her^ at firsts to press her offers of servioe 



- < 

w\tlg^ sopae earnestness ; but on their being 
^aia decline4^ she gave Adel^ a bed-room 
9^^e, and with much internal satisfaction^. 
retire4 to her own chamber. 

Before she could resolve to repair to rest 
herse|f, however^^ Adela felt anxious to aseer- 
ta^in from personal observation, the exact 
situation of poqr liittlg Of^sely. She stepped 
lightly up. the stairs, and opening the nur- 
ftery-dpor with extreme cs^utjon, beheld: the 
faithful servant of her sister standing near 
ithp^ fire, w^rmi^g spjije drinl^ intended for 
ter yQung p^jti^nt. 

/On perceiving Adela, sh« ^eenaed mucjj 
rejoiced^ . 

, ^^ I Am gKdyPU ar^ come, ftla'ftm," wfeiis» 
pered she, " for the little - gentleman ^ 
\V^ijig now, and grown tei'y restless;* and 
^ wa.P sadly a|raid that when he bs^w only a 
fjranger »ear biro, be. would fret Pierb^ps 
he will know you.'' 

: Adela, fotgetful of her masquerade dress, 
stole to the bed-side, and put her face within 
;the curtain. Lord Ossely's eyes were open, 
• and met hers ; though dim and languid, they 
were no longef vacant— and at sight of a 
Icounte^ahce so young, so lovely^ and so re- 

14 
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assuring, a faint smile seemed to play round 
his lipsl Adela delighted at tliis indication 
of returning intelligence, opened the curtain 
wider, and bent forward to kiss him, saying 
in the softest and most caressing voice — 

** Are you better, dearest Algernon ?** 
The child, without answering, gazed at 
her bright decorations with the extremest 
amazement. — He appeared to look upon her 
as something scarcely of this world: — he 
put his feeble hand out of bed and touched 
some part of the gold that shone before his 
eyes — regarded her again and again with 
undiminished wonder-^and, at last, in an 
accent half pleased, half perplexed, said— ^ 

'^ What are you, Ma*am ? — A good 
Fairy ?•• 

Adetasmiied, but was retreating to throw 
aside ornaments so ilKsuited to tlie scenej 
when, perceiving her intention, he hastily 
added— 

'' Oh, don't take them off I They look 
pretty — I like to see them."-— 

On hearing this, she sat down upon the 
bed by him, and for a considerable time he 
surveyed with great admiration her appear- 
ance. She spoke to him but little, fearful 
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t»C boriying him; yet now and then^ pressed 
.her: lips to his cheek, murmuring out a few 
.expressions of endearment — and, at last, 
> asked him if he was thirsty. He said yes, 
snd the nurse, approached with the drinic 
which she had been preparing.— 

He heard ber advance with evident uneasi- 
. ness, but when she drew close to the he^^ 
- and he raised his eyes to her face, no lan- 
guage can describe the expression of satis* 
faction. which his countenance instantly dis- 
played. 

^ Who is that^'^ he earnestly demanded. 
Adela was afraid to tell him too suddenly 
that the good woman was there in the place 
of his former nurse>. and there^re oidy an- 
swered — 

^ It is a very kind person, Algernon, whom: 
your aunt has engaged to assist ia taking 
care of you whilst you are ilL** 

She dien took the cup into bet owa 
hands^ and supported him whilst he sat up 
and drank its. contents; after which, saying 
mildly, " tibank you,'* he threw himself 
back upon his pillow, and tried, half smil- 
ing, to draw Adela down in order that her 
&ce might rest close tphis. Sh$ indulged 

I 5 
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liim in this fanojr^ ^nd putting inr feet' itp 
^pon the hed^ hrjr eontentediy beside hiai, 
/her iitok ^^esncircled by one of bis little mnm, 

tltt ovemrnieby wearmess^ her eyes titsen-* 

iibly doised^ and she sunk into a {u^^foiini 

sleep. The child ahq^ speedily began agoim 
* tb ^nintier; aiid Margaret, ^n^Mlikig im- 
. medisiteiy texlistnrb them, iquittedthe rama 

^"fefrtntmftes^ to<gofn epieirt 6f a ft'erfiMHip 

|fty dp fori. 

Thoa^ Atbla's ifras the 'semd repote of 

youth an^ health, yet she was easily .awafccffii- 
.^ofl bgr tiie VoiDe of lier little companion^ 

.^Hisperiftg: eiose *to har ear-r" tfabh^ pa- 

.l^tie instetlfy' visBed 'her - hesd^ and look* 
ing towards the fool * of the bed, 4)dhdd, '^s 

i 'M fMtxA't!o'ikerffjp^ En* 

^iiVdalcJ Idnmrlf. 

Her slumWhig iKnlti^ were TestoKd>to 
iikeir^iblhtetivftyrin atnoment She started 
^6ki <hdr)»e(8nnibin%:]katiBie^ 4ml spriaging 
tjiipitm.d)!e'ifo<»^ hour and the 

^pltoe cmnidei«d--^so viiii^iiiar a*6gare, that 

' i^M EnHu^Phk 'foimdiit iaifOBSiUa to xe- 

' f ^1 IM^ teii)th«isMidipinbxis^fiH?:tI» tn- 



jf^qti^^ ^n^Fusion/ cried h^; *' I kpeijf 
«:rf. JSy .4f^S ¥\f? .Cleyelj»id, tjiat ypu w^p^ 
returned. At the dftw (jf i^ R991B, s?!**- 
Ife^ ^ w,fts led by ansigtjr $0 ^|jpv bqjjr ^1- 
a8?'*»W» l^^ ff ^<l I spofee,— >iu) jjNue SA*- 
liiierj^ jfa§i ^ %n a^vpiced, i^ ^und jt^ 
J^ar^n^spt iij8>^reiitiily ^ej^iftefl.by 4^ ife^t ifts 
J>4lde»» iBbabitftfttv InjptBjejc^OeniaJiQPy 

posing upon the pillow, <g!^ <sf whiQb / fftF 
^<H^ tp t^p giQSt D^sp^iMkq^ visitor 

Alg^cBftPj .^ojpvgr^ .uf»ffe4)j!y: sHph m^g- 

j^a^^mp SBl^C^H»i!lefly:QQ.--;fM3kd>]}e£)G»Jxou]d' 

fal(re»l;> iie x>p$«s^-Ms fjr^s, J»^ik i»e, and> 
jlbi9iUlUe s^si^miim»" m^ Ad#ia, t^ .vchcHai^ 

•it ifoa^ iSi^W *MP«? .te r«»r^.frc»»*h«arjfefat 
pijrt&isiQp, " .nor jiny, 1j|»ing ,»<«» ^»d, | 
doubt notj than my present appeartujyjp.jii- 
jBrtl, ,{}l^Xl5jnQt IQDg.b»«0cfiOlneJ>ol)^eTTtbe» 
^ae>[w$0t.tp,)ny9W^«p«GllW^> Ijpasifay- 
»ow» .to «fe«BW .b«w JUrdQissi^Iyjiid'-hfr 
seemed pleased to see me,^ delii}Q^.iQe<ll9F' 
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The nurse, however, was here when I en- 
tered, and I dare say will not forsuke hee 
charge many minutes.** - 

She had scarcely ceased speaking, when 
Mai^ret re- appeared. She knew Lord En^ 
tierdale perfectly, but the sight of him in 
the nursery at that moment was so unex* 

» 

pected, that she started, and almost drop* 
ped from her grasp the Ii^vy load with whick 
•he was burthened. 

^ We seem,** said the earl, observing the 
sort of dismay into which he had thrown 
her, ^^ to have had no&ing so much at 
heart this morning as to frighten each other. 
Margaret's absence first alarmed me> taA 
now^ I suspect, my presence is retaliating 
the alarm upon her. I am very sorry to 
Juve been such a perturbator — to have oc- 
casioned you also^ Miss Cleveland, such an 
impleasant surprise ; but let me only hear 
your joint opinion of my poor boy, and I 
#mgone.*^ 

They bolb asserted with alacrity^ that 
4hey believed him to be considerably better. 
^ << Happy and most welcome assurance f 
fxdttmed he. 

His face bdtmedwitj^ joy whUst he spoke^ 
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and moving from. the foot of the bed^ h^ 
went dose up to the child^ took one of his 
hands^ and said in a tone and with a look of 
the warmest affection : 

*^ My Algernon — tell me yourself that 
yovr are better ; tell me that I shall soon see 
3W)U, healthy and happy, smiling upon ever^ 
fnenid who, in your illness, has shewn 
you such generous compassion T — ThenV 
embracing him with great emotion-^^^ my 
poor little boy !'* added he, ** never shall 
ycwi, if your father can avert it from you, 
ttperience unhappiness again f * 

Tears started into the child's eyes— fie did 

iMt however attempt to speak, but detain^ 

mg bis Other's hand, and fondly stroking if, 

he seemed Uy feel his kindness more sensi^, 

bly than* he had langui^ or strength to ex^ 

press. ' 

Lord Ennerdale^ after a few minutes die* 

hty^ gently withdrew from his son*s hold, 

and stepped towards the door to retire r but 

stopping, and turning before he reached it--* 

•^ My dear Miss Cleveland," said he, '* I 

eannot go till you gratify tne with the as^ 

surance that you will repair immediately Ijb 

hed^ The short and broken slumber which 
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yftn ime iiiid, ,wUl ipage yjw flhUJ.f^«4 fsufe 

^e risfi^9|iiQ^9Jt pf f ^eiv lioui» sj^pi <!^ 
pose. Will you proiqisfe Ip fpUpw %if. a^r 

|;h».t4t is thje biest^hich ^i^oujLd ^jgj«ep.'* 
. " ^qp4 nigjit, ithc^-Tjai^t m^y yoigr ^efl 

jyj»i«h.ift4wfi4 you lo ^fqr ^ep^n^jit «Qfu;ij> 
0r., yi^kifii> and bencTc^eaC 
. J^e 4ben le& th/e xo9m» 
Margaret .noj«rg^e»r ffpryMvgftiji ji^ ,h^ 

iwiwed, afU tr^omiqg .e^veiy ias^^ ,mo^^ 
jien^ilde ojf itd jjrppi^ety, ^, atleflglfe ,?^ 
.Jwed, aod eiyoyed &ujr or %e.}i<}*uf» >«tPWr 
jtesnipted <a?e^ Tfc^^e JM*tP;fea^;o«de!s, ,a|t 
ten o'clock, to call her ; she awoke cI)i$(h^^ 
.umI .p^ec|;Ty .je^ovsf^ ; ^ ^iQg ^paid 
Jiier.litjble »€Jgtil)Oj^r a ^hfBrt vwt^ 3nd>fo,i«»d 

^tw«^,w^Mch.p^ ba4 ltd4 vprti J)^?* Anntsh 



* 

«te«a$fecl to iter recoU«o(ti(>^ tn9{»f»t1)poai^ 

i^ade of eoUness Mid nofBer^ over hi^r £^^mr 

tbnaiiQe as she first «4dr/0ised h^* Tb^ 

change was imaiediatelyjfeft rather *h«in>«Mtt 

^ Add% wj^om it sur^med no deiw tb^o^^t 

secretly offended. Had A:V>Big6r degrsa ^f 

^infinancy seemed to wiirrK»ntiK> fraiik 9 pro- 

eedifite^ \mt ikst uapulso WMld h^y^e l^eqri 

?tb aak an explanaticm -oi wch apps¥6Qt ^- 

pFiee ; ^as it was^ she could oq^Ijr detoraaEU^e 
>up9H fi^^lHQg bUadoess, aad ^ri^^e «^ 
' ioak iBiad tcf speak exactly <as she Jbad doQe 

thie, prscc^ding-e^aniiig* 

*^ Bi|t if this continues,'* she .mental^ 

cried^ ^^ I will not defer my 'departiire a,si|i^ 

i^edc^-— inot half a day'T 

^^ Ihaveheard,^' saidXiady Isabella^ ^^ ^« 

•eelkiit accoupts of Algenipn .through my 

maid.; but was .godBg.iip.tosee.hioi my^lf 

rjust as you entefed ■. I will .^ayow pujt joff niy 

loait 'fill afioff breakfast/' 
zAdela 'begged i^^wauld A#t d^ this ^n 

Jier^coount^ ad itnwas;p«ifeatiy<i{nio<|tQr4al 

(td ifaer bcfw kag^he waited. 
'^ . Bitl Lam iafrfiid^-' ttsmned. Ir«fdy . Jia^ 



a 84 tllAITi OF KAT(mB^ 

bella, ^ that Mr. Annesley would DOt bct 
quite so aocommoilating. Whether he risea 
e'arly or late, he is always, impatient fdt 
breakfast. As for my brother, he is'aiready 
gone out. I saw him a moment before hb 
went, and from him too, heard very favour^ 
Hble tidings of the invalidi** 

Adela wished to know whether she had 
likewise heard from him the particulars o£ 
her own early interview with him in the 
nursery.. She was upon the point of mak- 

' ing the enquh-y, a deeply rooted contempt of 
all unnecessary mystery urging her yet more 
than curiosity to speak upon the subject t 

- but Mr. Annesley appeared, and for the 
present, sealed up her lipff. 

The manner in which he paid his compU* 
ments to her, formed a very striking contrast 
with that of Lady Isabella, and was die 
most animated and politely eordial possible.. 
He seemed immediately to diseeni the lurk- 
ing shyness which'h'ad crept upon hk wife's 
aspect and feelings — ^and arraigning himself 
as the cause, he dextrously did all in his 
power at once to withdraw Adela's attention 
from }ty and to talk and laugh away f rouk 
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Lady Isabella's recollection^ every vestige 
of the prejudice he had been accessary in 
instilling. 

He be^ed Adela would give them some 
account of the masquerade : 

* *^ Did you," said he, ** through their 
disguises, discover who any of the charac- 
ters were f '* 

• ^* There were, probably,*' answered she, 
^* very few persons present whom I should 
have known without a mask ; still fewer 
whom, with one, I had penetration enough 
to find out.** 

** Did you dance, or engage in conversa* 
tik>n, or were you a mete passive looker-on ?** 

^^ In going through the rooms, I was oe- 
casionally addressed by several of the com- 
pany, whose talents however, as speakers, 
did not appear to me quite equal to their 
confidence.** 

' *^ I am afraid diffidence seldom bears a 
just proportion to the insufficiency which 
should call it forth ; those who have confi« 
dence are as often void of talents, as those 
who have talents are void of confidence* 
But you were unlucky at this your first in- 
production to a species of amusement so ge« 



\&6 TfAIXS OF. I^A74JJIE* 

perally in favour^ to meet with ncwie but 
flippant blockheads/* 

" I was by no means in so pitiable a pre- 
dicament. One npask aQOOsted me who was 
a delightful exceptioa to the. g.eneral run of 
mmneafiing • speakeirs^ and proved the v^ry 
reverse, of every thijig. cither flippa»jk oc 
duir - ' . 

. ^^ Whajt cbjaract^ wa^. hg i^T enquired 
Lady Isfibplla. ^ 

. ." That of a Priar-^and th? mos|; co^r 
.▼ers^e aiixd social Friiii; yqi^ c^u iir^gpi^ 
I liked him extremely; but yet, J^ Qaimot 

^a^joit him of, a 4^^^ ^> t^^ ro® some- 

"wh^t unfeelingly .-r-Perhap^^ however^^ hf 

jpistqpk m^ for som^ehqdy elye, smd my- in- 

jt^aifiL eon9pipu8m^& flight ka^ W( ^f^ 

ji^^omly to po^clud^ th^ a di^QQi^rs^ ?9(ii9t 

'gimhlf to my W^ position, f»j«^ be ^q^ 

exclusively at myself. He taxed m^'' ^<1^ 

'S\^ ^If 4wiling, 5^mdi, ^ug. poor; and 

.thp«4gh the inferences he ^ose todnvr from 

. tiiat circumstance were not jusl^ yet the fitct 

. kself was too true^ no( tp en^ouragfi. % SMI* 

5>icion th^t he. was thoroughly i^wariie Ifi 

, irhoEa he spoken*' .« . 
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^ that you had t6* contend with a very rude 
and troubleso^ne personage.'^ 

" N^, indeed ; you judge him too se- 
re«ly. He was san^tic, but not bitter j 
smd the only thing I had to lamept was, 
that be should happen to be too a^eeable 
to render bis pbservationcf mere matters of 
indiflference.** 

" CoMld^ he: hear you speaking of him 
.with this candour and moderation^ how 
omst his heart smite him for having give^ 
you ad imtant*s pain T 

^^ I am riot quite so new to the world, a# 
to ^ to a h»a^<|ujerade with' any expectation 
i»f finding thttt the feiali»gs will be re^rdec^ * 
If a shmenwd ai»d pointed Hbttu^ion can bp 
made : and I take it for grs^t^, that if my 
£ipnd the Friar reaUy knfew who "I was^ he 
tbottghl mone ^ the 8^it»M«in«at of perpka^ 
ioyme, than <rf gi^^ »^' titfa^r p^i <r 
^pleasure.'' 

When Mr. AnnesI^, after a l>reakfa(it 
^faicb hi^ preiience alon^ rendered sociable, 
left the twa ladies to themselves, Adel^ 
'pem very aimous for the arrival of 'her 
(Mster : oonfirming jberself more aod more, 
M La^y isahi^'a gnvity c^ntimifii], in the 
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wish of getting away, and in regret for e^er 
having been induced to remain. 

Meanwhile a languid conversation filled 
up the interva} which Lady Isabella,— as^ 
new to the practice of studied coldness as 
Adela was averse from being its object— no 
less desired to abridge than did her luckless 
companion* 

Happily, her ladyship at length recol- 
lected the design which she had professed 
of paying a visit after breakfast to the 
nursery; and rising, with secret alacrity^ 
said— 

*^ If my brother comes in before I have 
been to look athis little boy, he will think 
me quite unkind. You have seen him, I 
think you said, already ?" 

" Yes,'' replied Adela, glad to seize the 
opportunity of speaking openly of her early 
interview with the Earl — ^^ And I have ^ seen 
Lord Ennerdale also, by the strangest acy 
cident in the world. Did he mention to 
you our meeting, at four or five o'clock tbis 
morning, in little Algernon's room ?" . 

^' No ;-^but do explain how it haf^ned/ 

Adela then, without preface or parade> 
quietly and simply i-elated what had passed*^ 
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So voluntaty a ptt)of of unreserve?, appear^' 
ed to touch Lady Isabella with contrition for 
her late suspicions, and for the distant be- 
haviour which those suspicions had induced 
her to assume. She took Adela*s hand, and 
in a tone of self-reproach said — 

^^ Ah, my dear Miss Cleveland, how in- 
finitely more attentive have you been to our 
poor little invalid than Ihave! I am ashamed 
to own, that on my return from Lady Sarah 
Parnham*s, I merely sent io know how he 
did ; whilst you, who had been up so many 
hours later, could not be satisfied to go to 
rest t\& you had seen him yourself."— 

'^ What else am I here for," said Adela, 

• 

smiliag, ^^ but to prove that you were not 
mistaken in thinking me a good nurse ?"— 

'^ You are here," cried Lady Isabella 
warndy, ^^ for the solace and delight of us 

all !" 

Adela, raising her eyes, with pierhaps an 
' involuntary expression of surprise at a com- 
pliment so little expected, Lady Isabella co- 
loured, and said— 

^ Yon miist not look at me as if you dis- 
trusted my sincerity. Tam not very pfiien, 
1 hope^ quite so maussade as I may ha^e 
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-ieppeuted this morning. Pray for^e ne, 
end let us go up and visit my ni^phfw tCM 
■getber.'* 

All resentment was banished fitom AdelaV 

•breast by thlaingenuoaaconcesston^ and they 

were leaving^the room in perfect amity^ when 

Mrs. Somervillewaa announced^ and the next 

minttte made her appearance^ escorted 1^ 

Lord Ent^rdale^ who >hiid' Walked with har 

{from Cumberland Pkce^ ' 

Asrisoon as she waa iseated^ i^nd had 6i|« 

^uingd how cmry tbiE^ was going on ^Itpve 

^aira^ Mrs.SomerviUesaid-^ 

^^ I am delighted^ Lady Isabel la> Wik 

•your little niece ; she was running ab^Ut the 

^rdom with my own bwo girls the i^holeitiwe 

I:was dreeing tUs morning, and has Bum 

ibeen a very amusing companioaat our break- 

^st-^able. I >progaosticate that she wijl> 

some of these days^ be a great wit : she al- 

'Kaidy seizes tlie meanrng of a joke better 

-dMm ^ny child of ^ber.-i^ I ever was.ac* 

-quainted with." — : 

*^ Do not be ofiended^ my dear ^Ediaer- 

dale/' %aid Lady' Isabella> *^ if I venture to 

-«)4i»serve^ that as she certainly will never be 

' % l^etcity^ it is eit^reiMly to be wished that 
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Mr*. Somervifle*? prediction of her fature 
Wt may be realized."-^ * 

4 

^* I am not Vcny an.bitious," said the Earf, 
^^ that she should, professedly, be either a 
beauty or a wit." 

" And be assured, resumed Mrs. SoiA^r'- 
ville, ^^ that she will never, professedly, be 
a fright! She is a little sun-burnt, but het 
features are pretty, drid her cduiitenance rfe 
rfemarkiihly playfol and agreeable.'*^^ 

'^ You have the happiest talent in thfe" 
W6rld, Iny dear Mrs. Sbmerville,^ Cri6d Lord 
lEnnerdafe, '* of finding out, in ev^ry case, 
ki^ pleasafitest aspect*"— , 

Th^ri turning to Ade.la,'he asfted her hbw 
*Ae*b6r6 the'fetigiie &ttd late hour$ Df thb 
prededihg night.-i- 

*^ Oh, she was doWn itairs thi^ mbrnirtg,** 
cried Lady I^abdla, " iti as reasonable time 
as if she had had a reasonable share of rest* 
Had I kndwii how Very lat^ it was before she 
went t6 bed, I should havtf been grieVed thjtt 
*she left; it again so soon."— 

** At what hour then did you come back, 
Adela r** enquired her sister — 

Adela told her ; and Lady Isabella then 
gave a laughing account of the rencontre 
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vfiih Lord Ennerdale in the nursery. 
Somerville was pleased to find that the cir- 
cumstance had come to light through Adela*s 
own frankness^ and having made some triflii^ 
observation upon it^ asked to be conducted 
to the sick child. 

Lady Isabella would have attended her t^ 
Ills room^ but was prevented by hearing the 
consequential knock of some early morning 
visitor^ and obliged to depute the office to 
Adela. 

On the drawing-room landing-place, the 
sistei-s had a distinct view of the new-corn^ 
—a tall, elderly lady — who, as she slowly 
ascended the stairs, attentively surveyed 
,them, bowed sUghtly to Mrs. SomerviUe, 
and with no very benign aspect, resumed 
her deliberate progress. 

^^ Who is that, Elinor r** said Adela,* as 
soonas they were out of hearing— 

'^ It is the Dows^er -L^dy Ennerdale,"* 
..answered Mrs. $omervi.lle — " I was not 
aware that she was come to town, nor do I 
believe that either the Annesleys or her son- 
in-law knew that she was arrived.**-^ • 
She b^s. a most forbidding look/ 
Something has discomposed her with 
which^ probably, we have nothing to do* 
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Her'curt'sying to me at a11„ was a coade- 
scension which I scarcely expected, and ia* 
a great improvement in civility since the 
time when we used to pass each other every 
seventh day at church in the country.*'— 

They were now arrived at tbe bfed-side o# 
Httle Ossely, who, the moment he beheld 
Mrs. Somerville, seemed delightedly to re-J 
<H)llect her, and eagerly called out— 

" When will you take me home with you, 
Ma^am, as you promised )" # « 

*^* As soon, my dear little boy, as the* 
physician says you are well enough to get- 
op.'* ^ 
' " And where,'* resumed he, " is sister* 
Harriet ?— What a great while it is since F 

* • • • 

have seen her,**— 

^^ She shall come and visit you very soon, 
Algernon: but we were afraid of letting 
her talk and play ab6ut in your Vodmy 
till you are stout enough to play with hep/ 
But I h&ve brought you a present from l»ep 
of a nice little story-book full of prints ; 
and you must get my sister (your good 
Fairy) to read in it to you, and I dare say 
it will amuse you very much, and not tire 

\oi.;iii. K 
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yoa^ or make your head-ache half so 9ivch- 
as talking.** — 

. She then produced h^ gift, with two or 
three quiet toys, which were most gratefuHy^ 
received ; and afterwards drawing Adela to a^ 
twrindow, said, in a low voioe,-^ 

^^ I have gathered, even unawares to her- 
self, considerahle in^rmation from my Uttle 
guest. Lady Harriet, relative tx} this. childV 
melancholy story. For tlie hcMiour of hu« 
man nature I am glad to find, strai^ as the 
declaration may sound, &at between him: 
and his nurse th^re have been faults on both 
sides — at least, if those little impetuositiea 
of temper to which he is subject, deserve 
to be called faults when put into competition 
with her vindictive inhumanity. La^ 
Harriet does not appear to have bemi ever 
harshly treated herself by the woman ; for 
her disposition, yielding, though gay, 
would probably disarm even the most tyran- 
nical nature: but she mt^ocently acknbw*- 
)edged> that her brother, wbai irritated by 
eontradiclion^ was apt to throw himtelf into 
violent passions, to fight, and to utter the 
most furious r^oaches. The nurse, imp^ 
rious, and, from beipg wholly |i»a;Ue - to 



§w^m her own tesappr^ ill qualified tx> ma-: 
n9g^ that of.^ano1;her^ reseated these child- 
ith ' prevacatioi^ with outrageous malevo- 
leace. The boy w^ heaten, locked up, 
^^lited for . wh^e days of a^^uffemeat, air, 
lights eKerciae, and eyea^— dreadful to think! 
■ ligya ii Qf Bonrinhmeut ! H<^ aud lik sister 
were »isared that thf^^e s^vecitie9i9 exercised 
ost eceoikiit of hi9 naughtijuess, were :sanc* 
filmed and commanded by their father4 
11ie>^Qr balue^ implicitly beiieired the cruel 
faktehood. Harriet learat to thiok of Lord 
SimOrdiile with fear and disHk^ ;-^and Al- 
gonvHfj aft^ a l(Hig.a|[id ineffectual struggle 
against superior force, fell into a sort of 
m^y apathy. * Hi^ passions were r^t soft* 
oned, not eradicatedt-^-they were merely 
smothe/ed by sullen and conqeotrated des-^ 
]Mir,«--"A deep and bitter sen^e oi hisi own 
il^)«iriesj, and ftn invet^ate detestation of 
hill oppr^siioip^ rooted itself in hii^ nund-*-un«« 
49r49ained bis strength, shook his .npi^v^s ta 
jlieees^ and lu^ought on all the debility to 
i^ch we now see him reducf^. It is probable 
tliat 1^ wretcjb^ \f oman» at the commence^- 
mmt of thiiii une<}iial comtest, had no deli-r 
lier^te ill df sij|^« T^ %h& 94ppM». to cor** 

K 3 
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rect him, the veiy means wbieh, for awhile, 
Wjere the most calculated to inflame his ooiei->^ 
stitutional violence ; and growing more, and 
ID ore exasperated herself^ she persevered in 
these means with a^ravated inflexibili^^,* 
till his spirit was externally subdued, th<High^ 
internally, all was rage, hatred, and turbo-- 
lence. You torn pale at this recital, Adela ; ' 
—it is it^deed a fearful one ! It has eon-^' 
veyed a dearly purchased ' lesson to Lord 
Ennerdale, and never, never will it be.^rf*, 
faced from Jiis remembrance r- • ^ .. 

^^ Could you bear, my dear sister,... to 
represent • the case in this strong flight -tft 
him?" ' *.? t^.^ 

'* I should have. been a very weak and 
injudicious friend to have softened it where 
done it could be useful to speak so explicit* , 
ly • He heard me with horror, but with all 
the gratitude which a mind like his was* 
formed to feel for so painful a proof of dis-* 
interested regard. The child is to come to 
me as soon as he can be removed ; and I 
have promised to take into consideration, 
when further acquainted with his genuine 
disposition, the best plan for his future 
disposal. ^ Severity, we have had ample 
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eonviction^ will not do ; neither can I sup- 

'pose^ that with so much irascibility^ un« 

bounded indulgence 'will be at all more suet- 

""tj^ssful. At present^ soothing an^ tehdet-^ 

*n^s are certainly rc^quislte to bring his mind 

'i^und to its natural tdne : but wheh the 

■ ravages 6f the late stormy period^ are re- 

^paiired^ a system of calm, gentle^ but steady 

authority will, I doubt not, be the only 

one calculated to rear him up to worth aud 

goodness.^ 

'** All that you say upon this subject, ** 

^ried Adela, •* appears 'to 'me * the pei*- 

'ftction of wisdom v tint when I lis^n .to 

'such sob^ aild rational language, ' arid look 

ftt yoilr youthful and lively coun^tenahce, i 

isan scarcely persuade myi^lf that ^itiye^s 

'are not Receiving 'me. ^ So much prudence 

and forethought seem qiiite iilcotnpatible 

•with your age." ' ' 

"** An affectionate mother, 'my dear Adela, 

thinks so much about her own children, 

'iand'studies their dispositions s6 assiduously, 

that she Very speedily becomes extremely 

quick'^sTghted \n discerning the ruHnjj pi-o- 

pensities of the whole infantine rac^* But 

though I always loved children, and when 

K 3 



I wasagir}^ talked y^ry sentimentally aboi|t 
them as beings incapable of aU fpxAe, I no 
longer pretend t6 love tbeBOf tipon so mis- 
taken a plea as that of tbeir hanrUess Uir 
Mfcence. Without due control^ ehildren 
are t«*rtble little wild beaatsl Here and 
there, yoa noeet wi^ a beiirt pfo«« to grata^ 
fttlafiectBon^ and mwtiy of them se^m almost 
bom with' ah €9ctrad^iiar|^ si^nse of juaticet; 
but dieaea^ Bsaii]ir*tfaet>n)y vivtuel | ever 
fdtmd that they possessed without! long €iiL» 
tifVation ; -^ thoogfa of evil qualiti^s^ podv 
liftie souls! thek* stove it ]ncakidii^l#» '4l 
'ftiend of onrsi^ wht^ it afather bitMctf^ sugf^ 
ia afieotionate a one as everlii^ cait^ 
thin doctrine ao fiar, ifaoufc I once hwfd bin^ 
ifl d^skm of tfae cant about uifiaitfBe-inr 
ikiocencei aver his belief^ that tfiere nevif 
was a child in otistence who; if its attjengtb 
had equalled its passions^ Would not bav^ 
<!ommitted half a dozen murdera before h 
was three years^ oldP 

Here Adda was siimmMEed to the dodr (9 

receive a note^ and told that ^e tervafrt 

who brought it^ would call for her ansliw 

in half an hour. 

Great was her surprba eta opening it, H 
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<peirceive.that it came from Jemima^ who^ in a 
strain of unwonted civility and good-humour/ 
wrote thus-— 

*« We are very anxious, boy dear cousin^ 
^^ to hear how poor Lord Odsely has passed 
:<^ the night. Pray send us word ; and let 
-^^ me know also whether it will be conve- 
'^^ nient to you to receive me, if I can oor^ 
*^ trive to call upon you either this mora-* 
^ i«g or to-morrow. 

. ^' Mamma and my sisters desire then* 
T^V love. We hope you caught no cold Ijist 

: ,*^ Belieifc me^ py d«ar cousin, yourt 
" very truly, 

*. . . J. - . ^^ JiMIMACLBVELAMDZ- 
Adela, without a single comment, handed 
tbir note to her mqter the mofiient^he had 
;Coiidsided it. 

- ^ This is a very awkward application/* 
said Mrs. Somerrille, when, in her turn she 
had read it.— ^^* Lady Isabella, it is well 
known, jioes not visit at the GeneralV ; yef, 
if you v€Mive Jemima here, is it not like 
idrawing your hostess, whether she will or 
not^ into forming an acquaintance, witk 
her?" 

K 4 
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. /^ I assure yon,. Elinor^ that Lady Isabella 
is not our fair cousin*s object ! '* 

" I assure yoii, Adela — sagacious as yoa 
may think; this, conjecture— that she is her 
jobject. Jemima can haye very little hope 
^gf meeting Lord Ennerdale at home exactly 
in ^ the . middle jof the day : but if she can 
;P.rpcviTO s^ introduction to Lord Ennerdale^s 
-sister^iurlaw, .th^t may do as welh she may 
hereafter be invited to ber iadyship*s parties 
.-^to intiifaacy may ,be established between 
.tI)^two/$ia)ilies;,Bhcmay becoinea favouritls 
berey and eclipse you ! — Are not these spe^ 
iCulations' worth - nijil»ng some effi>rt to rea- 
lize?"— ■ " > 
'^^ But meatiivhile^ how am I to answer 
lidr note?" . • 

" Why, avoid making her irreCQncilab}|r 
angry. Appoint her for to-morrow, and im 
* the Interim, apply/ to Lady Isabella for per- 
'jnis^ioni tp i:eceive b^r. The .business alto- 
rgeth^, i^ provoking and disagreeable : .biit 
,it tf very ^unsafe openly to thwart so pushing 
^^ J9aan^uvring a personage m Jemima* 
^hf 13 quite ill .disposed enough against you 
»4hwdy;'Tr- 
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'• **' An(l; would you therefore have- me fear 
lluid eourt her ? " 

^' Oh, the heroic scorn tihere was in that 
;Jook! My dearest Adela/ do not be so 
childishly high-minded. 1 am far from 
wishing you to degrade yoarself by servile 
hypocrisy: l>ut something is due in this 
world to prudence^ and to a just regard for 
our own ^security. If you exasperate a girl 
of Jemima*s st^onp by daring opposition, 
• there is nothing sarcastic and malicious which 
' she may not spread abroad to your detri- 
ment. It is all folly to pretend to invulne-^ 
rability ,^— to say that she can do you no harm 
because she knows of you no ilh £nvy can 
. always supply to an ironical spirit, materials 
iot mischief and slander ; and if she only 
gets the laugh on her side, that wiU be nearly 
>s' injurious to you, as if she perverted the 
jtidgment, and influenced the comdcti^n'of 
all h]er hearers."-^ 

'* WeH-*-I WiH answer her as y6u recom-r 
mend. Bat 1 ;wi^h we lived irt a world 
whence it was possible to banish. these deli- 
berate insincerities:"—^ 

•* Y6u shall have a little p&mi^t fitted up 
for yourself and a fdvir bieings* feriped ex^ 



' in'es^y t6 tttn^ with you in it. 'AM it 
shall have an atmosphere of it]i ovvfti^bi^ 
which every ohject shall dlstinctiy ti|)l|itear 
ftut^h as It Teally i^^ W4th&trt>eA^beUiWbi^t 
or deception of any kirtdj Meunvifkiley ebu- 

' deseend^ in this t^rraqcfeotis ball^ to took 
through/ and SklsO ftMMtiisMS to be »<ita 
through, a dditsive i»:edidm~<Mie aift^^liifety 
favourabfe to th« porjposeof ttHi^ifyi^oiir 
sense of merit/ and disguising Oar'OMieiofis* 

/ ness o? deftcts.— rAtid fio*r^ witt^^^dw rioCe 
to Jeraima, and, in the true t^iHt bf^the 

' world which you inhabit, tell her that you 

' shall be very happy to see her. Lady Isa- 
bella cannot deny ybu the privilego of re- 
cerving so near a relation, though she is cet- 

' tainly entftled to exercise Aati of remaiiinfkg 
invisible herself to whoever she pfeipes * 

As soon as the note was written and sealed, 
A^dela ask^ her sister how much longer she 
meant to leave her in Portman Square ? 

*' We wlH begin talking aboutyour return 
hometo-tnoPTow: but if Lady Isabella presses 
yon to lengthen yOur stay, 1 would > have 
you comply, and principally on account of 

^^oor little Algernon. SbouM you leave the 
iK>u8e before lie is able to %uit his room, tlie 



loss of your caresses and attention^ and the 

total want of ama^of^Qt wbich he will exper 

rience^ may depress his spirits^ and mate-- 

lially retard his' recovery. Lady Isabella^ 

iwkh the bnt ifttentioM^ pvohably^ in the 

^forld, doesiMt sqspear to m^ to be.a proA*^ 

€iei;it in the art of raadmng herself interest^ 

ing or acceptable to chifldren. She would 

Yoxde up 6wi*y day three or feur times^ «nd 

qpeak to hiift Fof a few mitintes with me^ 

)i^hanical kindn^ss^ afid theft leave; him as 

4ull as she bad found hi as • He wants s<»iie- 

pedy that oa«i getitly awaken his gay^r feel- 

angs^ or encourage bis grateful ones^* But 

let us now go back to the drawing-roomf* t 

^would not have Lady Ennerdtfte imagine 

,tiiat we avoid her.** — 

liddy Ennerdale^ however, befoie the tw<^ 
aisters re appear^, had left the bouse, a^vd 
left its fair mistress, ever too prone to be 
influenced by the opinion of the last speaker, 
in the most lu<ficroos perplexity as to the 
je^lings she ought finally to encourage re- 
specting Adebt and her whole race. 
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CHAP. X* 

BAFFLING. 



: The noble matron, just departed, had JMudt 
$f} e^rly a visit for Ae ,e:q>r€8S purpose of 
calling Lady Isabella to an account for aik 
jact of delinquency of whidh, assuredly, jit 
Ifra^ scarcely possible to be more thoroi^hly 
guiltless. She had tax^ her with being 
accessary tp thje sudden dismission of young 
X)ssely's nurse, a woman whom Lady Ear 
nerdale had recommended, and in whose 
welfare she professed to take a consideraUe 
Interest. 

^-. I'only arrived in town,** continued the 
offended Peeress, ^^ at ten o'clock last ni^t» 
harassed after my journey, and anxious for 
)nM>thing so much as rest and quiet. But ie. 
my hall, the moment I alighted, I beheld 
'podr Manby, drdwned in tears^ waiting to 
communicate to me the news of her disgrace. 
She affected me so inuch by her complaints, 
and the resentment which I could not 1^ 
feel at the inconsiderate treatment she had 
received, occupied my thoughts so painfully • 
the whole nightji that I scarcely was able to 
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ft^ldse pijf eyes. This mornmg, therefore^ 
instead of writing to you ^ note, Isal>e]k, t^ 
jsmnffjjfiee *my arrival, and to ask you t# 
4Dome jtQ flie, I prefeired shortiening my owql 
.$^S|»ense, and driving hither to seek an im<* 
mediate explanation of so extraordinary 9, 
,tmqMction> Are you not conscious, that 
in addition to th^ barbarity of suffering |t 
faithful (SiomeBldc to be turned ogt ; of youf 
);)OiiSe with such jndecent pj'ecipitation, yoi| 
Jiaye been guilty of % breach of respect t^ 
^e, who originally place4 h^'with youf 
poor sister's children ?" 
i« ^^ These re^mon^trances, my dear mother,? 
|Htid Lady Isabella, ^^ should be directed t9 
Xatd Ennerdale, and to the friend who was 
1h8 counsellor — not to me. I had no voice 
in; the affai;r, and scarcely, even in thought^ 
the slightest participation.^ 

f* V^nd who was thi? officious coui^sellor?'* 
:^ ^^ The lady jrou me<; in coming up stairs; 
Mrs. 3pmervilkr 

^^ Alii pray, ipy Lord,*^ resumed the 
Dowager, addressing her son-in-law, *' upo^ 
^hat pretence does. Mrs. Somerville assume 
.^e privilege of interfering in your family 
iffrangements ^ I heard something of thip 



4ott intiikvuMeA by M^xAy^ tot i^anfedil 
M the empty accasntion of a poot irritatdl 
^eiknte^ s^afcely corvscious of whttt ste ftd^ 
netted ;^~yet tiiie sight of Mrs. Soitt^titk 
i^ thfft hcmse, the vei^y moment I watered i€» 
•I driwi somewhat staggeh^d me.** 

Lord Ennerdate listened to these anf hori- 
Native interrogations with visible dispkiisure. 
*He bad- never been deficient in respeet to 
My mettihet erf hi» wife's &mily ; much les^ 
^frould he hav^ treated with irreverence her 
'mother^ who^ exclnsii^e of ft little antiquated 
austerity, and some tendency to cherish con- 
tracted opinions, was a perfectly estimable 
character. Vet an attack so direct provoked 
him, the more especially, as Mra. Somep- 
tvilte was implicated in it, and seemed so 
eooUy given up to nnmerited eensure by 
Lady Isabella. 

He entered with earnestness into a de- 
tailed aeeoutot cf the whole affair ; drew a 
forcible picture of the indignities hia boy 
(had suff^t^; the state to which ^hey had 
Tedmced him; and alleged the o|Hniott of 
Dr. R-^ in vindicaticm of hii$ disnaistioa di 
the nurse; ending by an eulogium upon the 
ifriendly^conduet dMn, Somervilk t^cbugh* 
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'I l^dy Enhc^dale was startled ^ ftt ^t^ \m^ 
.^smU warmtli with whteb her soiMA^k# 

'tMtes> did^;^ potld^ng ufk^ii its j^rdbftli^Ik 
^Hikrth^f i«fti thM^ (^ndefi^voaiing to Fein ill 

** How long has your lordship- hetti so 

' ^ I iivtidiyiclfd ttiyeelf to kw aad h^ 

4M8bftf|ddwiiig threaidy {aartof my kst i>^ 

sidence at Mordington-Castle." - . 

--•*^' A«d is iWt tha* hoiiM^*," i«smft€dthe 

Countess, with an air of sovereign contempt, 

^^ II fool of thii Ifrrt riis^itttde ?'• 

• <* W^o^vtr h^, coiweyedf to you. Lady 

Enncrdale, so ti^^quaMed an a^sertkm, hm 

done hBn the highest injustice, and grosdy 

imposed upon jf6^ Though not allowed 

With brilKaht quati«fe«, he isa^^ mw^of ho- 

noiff and conduct. Ife id wanR-hjearted, 

^and, as yoU mus* ottliA have heard proi* 

"efeimed in the cbuntry^ libefulto thie iifitcKH 

'gent, and hospitable to his eqWls*^ . Bt 

^admiresi an* kno#» h<w t^ distingdiill 
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talents and merit, and the best tcompany 
of both sexes is frequently to be met witl^ 
At his table.' Mrs* Somerville is the grace 
«nd ornament of these yrell-sdected parties. 
J5he has a vivacity so tempered by ^softness, 
.loid an elegance and high-breeding so easy 
,;^nd natural^ . that her house possesses attrae* 
tions which scarcely any other in town ean 
boast;'— 

'^ .And she has sisters, and cousins, tvho 
contribute in^no small degree to heighten 
these ^attractions t-^Was liot that young lady 
one of them whom I saw With her tipoii tbiet. 
stairs ?" — • 

' ^^ It was her youngest sister^ Miss Cleve- 
land."—. 

** And whither are they now gone ? They 
tTid hot pass me to quit 'the house, but seem- 
ed proceeding towards some of the uppar 



rooms.'*- 



ic 



They are gone to visit Algernon." 
*^ Humph r* gaculated Lady Ennerdal^, 
iaking' an imitaoderat^ pinch ;of snufi^ 
^^. These are strange novelties, and this 
is a strange world ! So violent a preposr 
<sess\oa in favour of this Cleveland' family> 
js one of th« very last occuf r^c^ I should 
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have expected to have heard. Why do yoa 
not keep open house, Isabella, for them 
all f — 'For the Gienerars wife, who wants to 
marry her son to your cousin Eudocia r-^ 
For the General. himself, who wants to mar- 
ry one of his daughters to my good Lord, 
here present ? — And, above all, for this 
young Miss Cleveland's mother, who would 
he glad to marry Acr poor ;girl to any 
body ?"— 

• ^^ Miss Cleveland's mother ? " repeated 
Lady Isabella — *^ I thought she had beeji 
-dead.**——' 

" Poor creature !— No ; she 19 only dead 
to fame and honour ! — Mr. Cleveland di«» 
vorced her eighteen years ago. Her seducer 
married her, but she is now again a widow« 
i am inforiped, that this unfortunate d^ 
scendant of her's, (who may, however, be 
a very deserving girl) receives no sort' of 
couiitenance ^om Mr. Cleveland ; and that 
"Sbe has been lately paying a visit of consi-^, 
derable length to h^r misguided mother.**-^ 
'^ Lord Enoerdale, who saw by the counte* 
4!iance of Lady Isabella how unfavourably 
this discourse worked upon her, and i?ead 
a species , of consternation in every feature^ 
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now earnestly said^ addressing his motlier^ 
in-law— 

^^ And what^ dear madam^ could Miss 
Cleveland do better than pcty this visit ? It 
was sanctioned liy many of her family ; it 
was determined upon when her mother was 
in affliction and solitude ; it was dictated by 
motives of ^uty^ and certainly reflects no» 
thing but credit upon her who undertook 
it."— . • 

** Well, well^ w* i^iU Wwc tb^ subjj^t. 
A daughter, under such circomstaiUsea, is i^ 
a most pitiable predicament* If she-n^i^^adf 
her pafeiit> it proves that sb^ Ims qo heaopii { 
if she assQiiiates with her, shb inonni thf 
hazard of reviving recoHectiQiis that mmyh$ 
disadvantageous to herself « ^'-r- Qut let. tk)if 
mittter rest. — Lord Eonerdale, you miJct 
BO enquiries after your sister,"* 

" Where is she. Madam rrr- 
: ^^ In oar way up to town^ we paid a visi^ 
to Mr. tod Mrs. Bellamont, intendibg mere*- 
ly to sleep there one nighty aild to' pt6ef^ 
en our journey tbia fbllowing day. But my 
youi^ companion wa3 enticed from . me for ^ 
longer period, and \ was persmdad t;«> l«aff 
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%tpr w'ltH tbe Bolliuikints it U they coii!iie'.Bp to 
tow» tbemBclYes.*' — 

** And how soon will that happeb ?' . £ 

'^ It depends upon eiirdmstances/ Mr« 
Belmont's son is shortty coming of itge, 
«nd^reit preparations are making to cel^ 
brate the event with all ilnagind:>ict fesfivit)!. 
ISidocia was texbpted by the gaj ptospfect^ 
40 giire Up for A time the attnlctioni of Look 
don^ and it ia possible she may be d«bline4 
•ti%the itiicUie of nest mUcrtb;* 

Her ladyship then inquired what t^m 
}iieff4wj^t^ togagom^fe fbr the ddy> 
HAd Invited faort^tf to diimer* ; 

r t^idy Iiibdla aald she sbduU bet most 
Jbi^py, to; ipoeeiyd b^s ^but.ftddedi «titti 
40me tcMVi&sioil^ that Misa Oevdi^d #3a at 
jrtrtaent her 'giMt* r 

Wh^ the cifcttmatance had heeti more 
Adly explained— : : : / ^ 

'^ Well;' teid the! Cootetess, after a j^6ct 
pftwe^ :'^ i will; lliPtwttibstaiiding, if yovt nipt 
(ofoppsed to sidmit me^ joiil jfow jparfcfr.-f 
IXifiilg a dii&n^r visits L may be able to pe^ 
Mtra^ a U^ intd this Miss Cleveland's 
<kwiBt^Ti-r-^fli^vffy. pa^aiiig. moment n^h 
ders me more and more solicitc^da^ to dii^ 



213 TRAm Ot KAtUR%. 

•eover the real motive of tliat problematic! 
benevolence virhich she 4s exercising tovtrarA 
my family •**•— * 

' She then took her leave. 
During some minutes^ a profound silei^ 

• succeeded her departure. Lady Isabella *\mit 
the first to break it. 

/ '^ How vexatious to the feelings, lind h^t- 
massing to the- spirits/' scried she, ** ate the 
iendless diversities of opipion one is -ecM- 
strained to admit 'of this whole Clevdbnd 
.'Confederacy r . ♦ .. . 

/ Much ofiended at such -an expr66stm> 
Lord Ennerdale gravely said— ^*^i* 

*" This is language/ Lady Isab^IsE^ ' wSibh 
1 hope, for the credit of yonr oWn' h^fl^ 
:yon have no design to apply to Mrs* Sot* 
merville, or to her kind tiiter T '\ 

• *^ It is true/* -resumed - her ladyship, 
" that I witness in them -both nothing but 
:*what appears in the highest degree amiable 
rand meritorious ;-^yet, it is eqasttly ttu^, 
-that I hear of; them, elccept from you, n<y- 
thing but what is ^equivocal aiid sdspict^ltia. 
.Where individual opinion thus cls^hes with 
public estimation^ what standard have we 
to .go by?* ... : . ; 
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*^ The stancfjsird of reason and justice, 
my de'ai' sister. Attend to /acfe rather than; 
ttf runioUrs, and, if you consider them im- 
partially, .you\ will always find that -they ar^ 
the safest as well as the most equitable guides, 
by M'hich to fix a wavering judgment. Bat,* 
Isabella,*' pursued he, with some agitation, 
^detain not Miss Cleveland under your. 
roof:Whilst your thoughts of her are in sa 
fluctuating a state. Your countenance will; 
hetX/Siy your internal indecision ; you will 
regard her with alternate coldness and af- 
fciQ^on ; you will deeply ' wound a spirit 
which, whether you finally discover to be 
l^sh or liberal, it would in us, at least, bo 
uapardonable ingratitude to afflict." t 

^^ I should be truly reluctant abruptly 
to part with her,^* resumed Lady Isabellaf 
'* since^ when left to myself, I feel the 
strongest disposition to love her, and the 
rooBt perfect relianx^e cmi her artlessness.-^ 
Would I had never heard any thing to het 
prejudice l-A need not,** added she,* with a . 
ccmscious smile, 'f acknowledge to ^oti, that 
I am deficient in .that : vigour of mind, and 
ewfidcDce in my own discernment, which 
might. preserve me. from the .torment of .ber 



91 4 XMJOT^ OF VATllRfi. 

ing tiiQs perpeUialljr jonhiaged in. all 
aentunents by £veiy opposing breath.** 

Lord Eunerdale fcund it iippossible td 
ferbear smiling also at an avowal ivludfc, 
kowever candid^ ivas^ at least in the pmcnife 
instance so completely superfluous* But 
before he coold make any reply to it, Mf«. 
Somerville and Adela entered the roon:; 
and presently after, a sucoesMm of i^itors 
poured in upon Lady Isabella, and held hm 
engaged till nearly dinner time. 
* When her sister, stitl attended by htufA 
Ennerdale, walked hack to tCuvobmltoA 
Plaoe, Adela sought refuge from ft o^neiriiise 
df strangers, wholly unintprestmg to het^ 
above stairs, and devoted berseif entirely itD 
young Osaely. She read to him; she in-* 
vented little <]uiet games that brooght into 
use the toys Mrs. Somerville had su{q[died 
him udth ; she sung nunery songs to him; 
she told him stories of her two Httte nieoeei 
and of a very, 9ery good boy, a eousin of 
theirs, who sometimes came to piay widi 
them ;-~in short, she so su^essftiUy ii^fm^* 
tiated herself ia his favour, • so highly enter* 
tained him> yet so codsid^bmitety i^Masd fab 
tender ipirits, that when Dr« . EL ppsd . im 
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professional iTwt^ he addressed to h^r the 
most flattering coroplimeDts upon ber taletiti^ 
both as a nurse and a companion^ and de- 
cbped that the child could not possibly 
have been going on more completely to hisi 
satisfaction: 

** I wish/' added he, ". I could command 
as skilful a coadjutor iu half the sick rooms 
I mm summoned to attend* Your face in* 
deed, might do a good deal of mischief 
aiQongst some of my more inflammaUe pa-^ 
tieots : but that is a risk worth running, 
ttid. wotidd be "well compensated by the 
beneficial effects you could not iail to pro«« 
^htee Hpon the desponding, whom you would 
cbear,-*-the irritable whom you would spoth^ 
*— and the totpid, whom you would vivify." 
' : '^ Many of these are effects. Doctor/* 
9aid Adela, "which you plight, where flat- 
tery is balsamic, produce yourself. What 
patient could remain insensible to complii* 
I99enta ^o well . turned, if you cbos^ but to 
i4ii«aiat^r them with your less p^latabl^ 
presfuriptioi^s! 

** :A pbyjsiciftu^ l^y dear young lady^ 
who understands his trade, never flatters, hii^ 
patieuta till jthey begiii to be convaliescenta. 
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A bed of pain or danger^ is no place wbece*^ 
dtber men or women will listen with satis^ - 
faction tc> eloquent declamation-^'-even though 
that declamation possesses the additional 
charm of being directed to the praise of their 
own perfections. The eloquence of looks is 
all that 



-- --' Sickly ears 



' Deaf'd with the clamour of their own dear groans* 

will gratefully attend to ;— -and in these, you 
are better qualified to succeed than any 
orator in the British dominions/* 

He then, more seriously; conversed for a 
few minutes, on the subject of the invalid \ 
left some general directions with' Margaret 
and making his bow to Adela, departed. 

The house being at length cleared of 
morning company, Lady Isabella, tired to 
death, and protesting that she would never 
again suffer such a number of people to be 
admitted, joined her young guest, and ai\- 
nounced to her the addition they were to 
have, in the person of her mother, to their 
dinner - party. Had she been judicious 
enough to stop there, it had been well : but 
she needlessly entered into particulars ex- 
tremely unpleasant to her. auditress^ and 
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which very ill disposed her to anticipate 
Lady Ennerdale*s arrival with satisiaction. 
She, recounted, by way of preparing Adela 
for. cold looks, the anger with which her 
mother had learnt the expulsion of Manby ; 
and even alluded, but too intelligibly, to 
the displeasure which she had, on that ac- 
count, conceived against Mrs. Somerville: 

" But my dear Miss Cleveland," added 
she, " you must not be disturbed by any 
appearance of reserve which you may re- 
mark in her. She is a most excdlent, and-^ 
in reality, benevolent character. Some 
painful circumstances, you know, haveoo- 
fcurred, which render her n<rt quite so friend- 
ly as I could wish to certain individual^ of 
your family, and she may, just at firsts 
i^rd you with less cordiality than you 
deserve. But before the dav is over, I trust 
that on her part, all shyness will wear away, 
imd that on yours^ its previous symptoma 
will be forgiven." 

Adela, concealing her vexation at this 
communication as well as she was able^ 
made to it scarcely any answer ; but instant- 
ly resolved to summon to her aid all the 
piesence of mind^ and all the tranquil 

VOL* uu L 



1 B^bri^^ of ^^QBipaiior which ^he^^CMlU cdgp- 
iinandf 'tot ward foff irom the prejudiQQd 
^viBitor the sljghtiQst l^^mptation U>^9y m- 
tcmlhy 4istres6iqg ^aUher to W feelii^jB^^r 
.her^pride. 

. She con^idemd that, wu^Uf^itied hy jngr 
of her own connectiaa9j Jh$ wi^ on the.fiMt 
of being in the pmenoe of me )to whom 
her brother IukI vendeiied hiin9elf oteaxious 
^hy his duel with Loid ^JSwcf^le, .^mi 
whom Mcs. fSosea^rville Md *uiHd<m8MdI|r 
irritated by her Mceat iBterf^^mnc^.i^L^^kiie 
.affair of .tbe i^ivse. P^ae^nally ^410 bvl 
^en 4^e AU^ter^ icoiwtesfi ttp.efiise alvtjfff- 
feiice ; yiet ^be w^ lamgbt to ^xj^fafd. «> 
frigid ia jrcpqptiiH^ tha^ <alF«|i4y ^iUad -h^ 
it^ ^nd half disoiaycd^ she <thoiigblt it fi§4 
iutiely Aecewary toibirin a ckj^bei;^ fg^lflRi 
x>f oondiict \»duch .^Jupiifrld ceffctvd to.«ww^ 
no^dizauUige pvierjier^ by the di^plfiy r^Minr 

^f levity of .a^ri^gq, r^^di^h itifioiSsly, .-m 

affected defiance. . i . ./ 

Impressed with ^a fvdl 9^n^ 'pf Ah<s |»ro^ 
jpriety of thus aptiqg, f h^ . app^aMd ^ tnh)^ 
.in a ch|ii:acter «^ly ^new^ aad^Widftir.JKi 
4Mpect diffibnag ^o cpn^l^ycSrcm mg! .^^ 
;l/>rd£niMrda)e'^r4Jbii? i^a^i^ Vid 



of the *housa rhad ^er t^eea tber tviHBr, ^bat 
Ajey qppW .9(^rc9ly ^Mievfe )h«r ?to ihe the 
99me individwl* M»r ^duntenanoe bad «- 
suited JDo .cbftraotfir <)f ^x^garated salent*- 
.Qit}^, but its w^pmssiotf ix^d all ifit ^noe 
jseeq^ed .tp .oiati^fe,; it viw jMsjtMjepmei as 
^massuming ^s ,i^ .Ikr) *bwa in t be m oroingH^ 
but it ms five yeania ^ykr I J[t aninouciced 
ar d^grjee of atoadineaB .aiid adf^ponifisaton 
which wpuld hme pirt ioBalmae ttaelf outaf 
^cQjEisitieaaiice; .^t aU,j^s xmtii^ taodi^ty t^ 
unioed jomnjui^d^ >aiui though its nvaci<|r 
was obscured^ .aweetoefas and wndfefrtanding 
iivens cpiiiBplcuousia tvery look; 

il^M^ ISop^dale^wj^ oot pi:^ai:ed for :an 
"encounter with one whose ms^iners wei?e ttiP 
Kt^e o|Kn to sCfiticiani— ^ia whom jM^ch 
|^aa«ded bjatrsio^ple jMrcypriety was ^ppaventi 
and the disappointment — for to the ill^iijH 
iXwi&i it ia 4i>iibtless a difsagpppintaient to 
dii^ver^notbii^ that can be o/WBymA-^^^ovk^ 
fottnde4» ^^ J^earlgr xedvoed kat to silewe. 
Miu^AiuieaUy ji^as 4lie oixlf person at table 
with whoixi:shef9ccasiooallyx^^ ; Lord 
£mierd»li^9 .enyiggd in CJiutio^aly ^bsemog 
Adfi^,€ifiai»dy^^li^i»^^ Isabella, 

though at first struck by the change in her 
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iair inmate, presently became accustomed Co 
. it^ and wearied by the morning's exertion^ 
' grew languid, and seemed thoroughly averse 
from making any further efibrt to appear 
agreeable. To Adela, the dowager reluctant 
: as she would have been to acknowledge it^ 
* wanted courage to address herself. She 
watched her incessantly, but wholly by 
stealth. She wondered at her own back- 
. wardness to speak to her with the same free* 
-^om which she had been accustomed to use 
towards other young people. She felt pee- 
vish and ill at ease, yet knew riot wher^ to 
rest the blame, nor how the inquisitorial 
purpose of her. visit was so unaccountably 
iwtffled. 

> When the ladies rose from tdble, Adeli 
went up to take leave for the night of little 
Algernon. - 

' He had just been assisted to rise in order 
to have his bed made, and wrapt in a large 
shawl, was sitting upon Margaret's lap. 

At sight of his young friend, his eyes 
sparkled^ and stretching forth his istrms, he 
b^ged her to take him. She complied^ and 
when he was comfortably established^ put* 
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ting his mouth close to her eap> he cautious-: 
fy whispered—* 

^^ Where i& nurse Manby ? '' \ 

Adela scarcely knew whether it was advi-* 
feble immediately tp answer this question 
with full unreserve, and , therefore, after a . 
moment's hesitation, said, 

^^ Your papa has given her iei^ve to gOf 
and see some of her friends." 

'^ Will she be away agreat while f " 
. " Do you wish her to come back soon^; 
Algernon?" 

' His complexion varied,'and his expressiva 
^es spoke the deepest /esentnient, whilst; 
{passionately he answered-*- 

: ^^ No-^I never wish her. t^ come back at 
all— I hate her ! " 

'* Was she then, my poor little boy, so 
very, very unkind to you ? ** 

" She said, papa told her to use me so. 
ill-nMuredly-rbut I don't believe it now, for 
he is very good to me, and don't beat me; 
and shut me up as she did !— Do you thmk 
he bid her do it? " 

f Adela's eyes filled with tears, end pi^ss-* 
ing the wan and feeble little complainer to^ 
ber' bosom, she answered with touch empo- 
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t id g*^ ^ N<), rtif A%enidh 5 I am sure fie 
did not. He loves you tenderly, and; vvi^Hes- 
to »ee you happy i attd vnM do* every thing 
ini hh pBwer td^ iDaki& ymi so.-^But itow^ 
dMTlK^; tiBiltt sind^tHii^k of' sometliing e)se^ 
aiidt .A»< ifcMP titos- agittite ydtirseif. Nurse 
Manby is far away ,< and very Jrkeiy y6tt may" 
neverse^'b^r sig«in»*'*f^ 

« Then,** said the cHild; gradtaalfy rtco- 
veringhirs«trn4tyi •^^ tUl me some more sto^ 
liaraboftit yotir Htile nitefef^s, and ttidr cousin 
Willy. When papa came up to see me, vrfiflfet- 
yott^were diiessing for dinner, I fisifed' hitn^if - 
it wat qHV t»m what yon hadtoldmeabodt'* 
them, and if he woui^ t!Sret 1M me gb iMtK 
0b» them? And he mH ycir;> and^he said 
how very good it was of you t& sitfby illeTte^^ 
longi and^ptay witft tM, Md- tdl me amus- 
ing stories ; ai^d' he asMed' me if f did noC^ 
lofe' your very, very mnclf r* 

^* Attd wh^ did yon s^ to d)at^ ikv^ 
Algfernoh^ ?••* 

^ ^< f sMd,'* anarwer^d^he, HhttMvittg fain arm#- 
round her neck, ** that I lovfed ycM^dfearty— ^ 
better, alMoMT) tha» akif body^ iu'tke whele 
worWr 



I 

'* Yes, — for he kissed me directly."— 
Adela, smiling^ ichsed him too ; and then 

inquired who were the persons she almost 

rivalled in his afTection ? 
^ SKd ybu' ewr/ ctioA be, " sm my 

aunt fiBildd^ ?"' 

' **' Ob, shie is i^ry goodnftttflfed^ and veiy 
nferiy ; I wish you knew^ her,'*—* 

At lUtie bustle at the door now ^ew their 
attention^ towards it^ and' preseirtdy Lad^ 
'B^nmdsie entered, preceded^ by her ^^te» • 
t^^ whoeameupafi^h^ODiiduetrecs. 

AuiM^bowed^iett sitis sat;^ bitt pauseiia&w 
immteii biafere alle iMign«d^ hei« ofai^^ Iissar 
fmm my d^re td> wftnttM tlte^ ittt^ittviv 
tbtfn fpodi' unwiSing!i^8(tb a^spMr atustooff 
t§ ahtiB tbe dcAmgeis's adnfpany^ 

iMtgemoiH a^ sighi of hi# f^mirmtkset, 
wh^m be k^^evr wto m the hons^ a^tbei%K. 
&m beheld* wii<ihM6^ttK)ti«^ 
gladaea» nor suprow^, but reeettwl her wttdfr 
the most tepid indifference, «i)lUhew9d t^ 
sttongest disinelinatiotf, yAmi^ A^^la^ arose 
to dopart^ ia^ aos^ in aompMsatiotl- for her 
loiis^ dte sioci^Cfdf her'VeA6fltble sttbstitutfw 
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CHAP. XI. 

C O N F E S S I O N» 

• In deference to Lady Ennerdale^ her two 
sons-in-lavir spent the whole evening 'tut' 
home. No visitors were admitted^ and no^ 
thing was Wanting' to render this domestic 
party sociable except a genuine disposition to 
/eel so. But " all appliances and means to 
.boof* may be furnished to produce cordiali-i- 
jty, yet, if the spirit rebels, they are totally 
unavailing* The mere cereniony of assem^ 
bHn^ in the same room, and calling «adb 
other mother and daughter, Coudin aaaj^- 
broth^r^ effects but little* Eiise and iilti**^' 
ixiacy Are 1^0 fitr from being inseparably At« 
tacbed to nearness of kindred, that in the 
whole circle of creation, nothing c^a wirpass 
the heaviness and restraint which is often 
seen (where the principal individuals exact 
too much) pervading, •* in clouded majesty,** 
a &mily party.—- 

After tea, and about half an hour before 
her carriage was annouaced. Lady Enner- 
d^lcj resolving not to be utterly foiled, ap- 
proached the little table at which Adela was" 
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rWorkkig; and Kngering near it for some time 
.)¥fthout jqpeaking^ at length sat down^ and 
said— .. 

/ '^ You- have been very attentive and kind^ 
jMa^am^, to .my young grandson above stairs, 
and we ought all to feel greatly obliged to 
yQ^•'•— 

/. To this^ no other answer seemed requisite 
than a <^vil inclination of theiiead — 
. *^ I suppose^ Ma*am> you are vastly fond 
of cbUdren?" \ 

-** Yes, in general I like.them extreme * 

, *(: You have wonderfully succeeded j on so 
vl^^ an acquaintance^ in winning the regard 
of. little Algernon^ and I am sure his father 
is in^itely indcfbted to you and Mrs. So* 
merviUe for the anxiety you have shew^ 
concerning him "— ^ 

, "Mrs. Somerville has children . of her 
own, and therefore feels a lively interest fot. 
the. children of others.**— ^ 

, *^ And you, Miss Cleveland ? Wh^t mo- 
tive instigated you to so much solicitude r"* 

Adela fancied that this question was asked 
with a lurking sneer — at least, with a de* 
^gn to embarrass, and, involve hfiriu sqme 
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composedly to answer— 

position to gratify the virisbes of Mr. MriC 
IVrs; SbmmHI^^ by perfertmMg ^ siiN^h a 
time of distress, e^fttf semce m my p^^nliffif 
for the srni dF ^ir frimd^ £ier# Bnher- 
daW— 

« tTpotf my word;* ^^nr hee Lftd^sBip, 

dryly^ " Lord Ennerdale is a most fortm^lW 
inanP 

«^-l!te wai iMJt think to ifhifoir htg HHi^ 
Bdy rs in any danger.'^-^ 

♦^ Can yon swpect Ifim of snefe ki^i^iw 
Klity to your extraordiii»Hy benetdaice T • 

Adela again raised hi^ cfyei^r from he^ 
i4iwk, antf wiift tftte most petrifying' cold- 
iiess^ ansftfci^d, - - * 

*' I shall be in th1§ Ifoirte but a v«y rfjirtpfif 
(ime ftmger ; my miolSves- for remaining in 
it, F Save flwnkiy^ atMnoivledgwi j *— yrt,- 
«eif if your Ewfyshi|) di^cffeifitt ih&fgt,^ I 
tfm eiitWWy tt the gaesrt <tf yew daughter/ 
ite? ft<)(|)e tidM yoii^ in!l snare me any. insipua^ 



Iftmr ibati ini^ Ibai me to regret haomig^ewv' 
^oaented to become 8«ek.''««*» 
Tiw 

** Ss?v» in youthful beanty^" 

fleeoKd comjiletely to drkooneeft hw fSoBfi' 
«imtft ' mterri>giteHB; A(Mmt adikid< netbiiig to» 
i^: eMier bf Iciok cir word^ bst again b«»d^ 
ing' iier liead eirer her VifwlE^ sat antid^tii^ 
mib «b(»8t diead- ytAaJtwM liiielif to^ eoibe 

Utife^ (Mdogue^ h(d hovertd M? new h^ aa 
tbey dare venture iwdttiout ofl^ding Lady 
'^^BttTikdale, nov^ by nii^Uuai b»t taeiir c<9ft>« 
mnty apptoacbed her ehair, aiH^ aiaiost iil) 
tteiNuaie breatb^ entreated tiiat she tw^ld^ 
give tfaeni a Iktle aiiMa-^ 

Veiy grateful fer the leUef thia time^ 
af^ication afl^rded her^ she immediatisly 
arose; the piano-forte was opened foi^ her, 
aifd:^itli greater pleasme than she had evser* 
fiejt from her ovm performance before, she* 
continued piaying, tiii ^* Cottntesa^ who 
seemed in no disposition te be ^ mov^dl 
witili. concord of sweet soends^" rang to en*- 

i< 6- 
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quire for her cariis^e, and hearing^ 'iiifrrf* 
arrived, took her leave. v 

The hour that intervened bctv^reeh her 
<xit and the moment of retiring, was the 
ratost gratifying to Adela of atiy which she 
lllid yet passed in Portman' Square. 
. She was just released from the irksome 
riestraiut imposed upon her by the presence 
^f the newly-departed guest ; she found 
herself an object of the most Mattering, dis^ 
tinction to the two gentlemen who remain- 
ed \ liord Ennerdale was in better spirit 
than she had seen him 'since his son's am^ 
val in town ; Mr. Annesley displayed- iSL 
the gaiety of a school-boy at abreaking-up^ 
imd Lady Isabella,, good-hiimoured^ ihpugb 
versatile; participated in the general anim^r- 
tion. Not a word was said relating to tb<nr 
Tecerit visitor; none but the most enlivening 
subjects were started ; each individual spoke 
irom the genuine imjmlse of the moment^ 
and all was frankness^ and unembarrassed 
vivacity. 

The v^atchman*s vioice, * the boding cry,* 
r$ Mr. Annesley called it^ undet the windoH^ 
announcing twelve o'clock^ wias the signal 
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^rhicli Lady Isabella compelled her6^lf to 
give for retreating; She acknbwledg^d that^ 
it fELortified her to break up so comfortable 
a little party, " but consider/* idded dhe> 
'^ how late Miss Cleveland went to bed last 
night.** 

' ^^ *It is too true/* said her brother; ^* we 
therefore must not be so~ selfish as to detain 
her-^ — ^yet, how can we bear to part with 

*^ Oh, th^ horror of the last V exclaimed 
Mr. Annesfey, " how I hate the last hour 
of; a friendly ' day, or> as in this case^ the 
' lart minute of a friendly hour !'* 

^^ You would have more sy m'pathisersiti 
your second object of aversion than in your, 
first,'* said Adela, '^ sitic^ every body seeios 
to Talue with greater spii^t the s6ciety which 
c^n otily be obtained for a' short interval, 
than that which can be leisurely possessed 
to-day^ to-morrow, the next day, and the 
next.*'— 

** You do not intend, I hope, td assert 
this as a truth without exceptions ? " said 
Lord Ennerdale, smiling — ^* I c6uM men:, 
tion individuals in whose society I never 
would have trusted myself at all;t bad I con- 



1&^ •r<:jir«y tfr H jtv^sr. 

tImitiMl fr pdrtloii 0f time.**-^ 

^ V^ipy ftriM^" «rie* Mr. Awdit^ef ^ ^ tw 
vtmf 4e)%iit i» Hf splcnididf dmw^ a* witty 

perhaps to their brevity: but the intercounitf 
me VicMt ^mlfe almitg fevc^rite^ i^ereMesria 
trite' ftMET MT veliaMe tipoa^ its penatM 

^ And so now^ that we ha^e both^ witb 
iso'HilSfe MredMirjr ^ dontriwerted the sdiaid* 
11689 of your 4oe^iie;** resumed^ the . Ewf,. 
lyEii^ ibcfaMs httnd^ ^^ good tiig)i«---^iid be 
assured that t)ie courage wkii which we bew 
iikis^ flepttfttCkm^ results^ ifotely fttMii Mr h^spe 
0p meeliiig 3^ou again to-tnom>w.^ 

^ And good Aight,'* r^^-eohoed Mn. Anae»«^ 
Iqr stsi^tng 4^ hand ^batremauaied diseogag^ 
e#~^ We shal]t nearer ^m* to any of yo«v 
theorie^^i tiW fon^ teaeh us to* think it a. ltgbt[. 
etit feo Be* parted from you .*^ 

They both accompanied her to liie door^. 
«aeh kksed 1^ band he held,Jaisd reluotailtly 
mflfered het to retire. Lady Isttb^Ik, laugh- 
tog at tlmf galhmtfy^ quitti^d tlie room at 
the same moment. 

^ That charming girl^ Mid-Mr^ Annes* 
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tlMr i»oM p0y#MSl^ wmamsf m^^ with tiM 
L^{«klce9l fhellmgs, the auseit/ judgiMnti, I 
^ver mef KtPiCh m- My female wbalever ! * > 
- ^ Mbk^' ifire^'' eri^ Lord E^nei^e> 
faMghii^^ ^ flhec }»mir Tv4^ i# eat? <^ heaitag^l 
What thkife ytw she weui^Bi^' ft^cto fervMrf 

^^ That f wttnted some of the eeber stei^ 
oisin of her philosophic brel^r! Why, ^ 

m 

^tmn&k ameb^rite, or the npd^ Ladf Bnner- 
idale herself would scarcely faai^e fitCened' te^ 
.liitfwilhsmoMpMfbilSKf insensibil^ Yet^ 
'soreiy, you cannot have heal blind tio he# 
^condiwt throughout this trying day ?^— Could 
dXif iSm^ be more delteately eireumspe'ct^ 
rndte onafieetedly dignified ? W^utd k have 
been posi^fe for age^ uglineiis^ attsterit^^ 
mftdf hwgh«kies»-'^«'ei^ry rqpfulid^ atlrtbtiM 
ee mb i ft e d^ to" have kept at bay mom eibe* 
Matfy tf keenfy^^nratebM ob«6rver> armed 
eap-i^pie fw hostitity^ liam wkb yoith, 
t w e cftite 8s> and modesty^ this admtmbl# 
ereature contri^^ so long to evade ftpom ouv 
0<demn gue«t^ the siigh^eM pretest to aa 

I;#ard Eonerdide made im immediate «&'• 
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«wer to this animated appeaf: but tvkh-aa 
Bitot irresolution-— a heighteiM^d eomfdexitdi/ 
^nd an evident appearance of agitation^ kept 
his eyes stedfastly fixed on tlie grounds. ^ 

Mr. Annesley surprized at his silence^ and 
struck by the singular expressicm of his coim-t 
tenance, put his hand upon his shoulder^ and 
regarding him with a smile^ called out in. a 
loud voice> ^^ aWaJce, atise^ and communis 
tate your dreams ! ** 

. Starting at this invocation^ and recov^iQg 
ttU his energy-— 

** Can you, Annesley,^ cried he, ^' keep 
a friend's counsel 2 " - i;A 

^* Try me."— 

^* Tlien hear me acknowledge — ^nay, mof^ 
«— -hear me exult in declaring^ that I love thif 
Adela Cleveland better than my own- exist-? 
ence !-^She shall be mine, dear Annesley^. 
in defiance of every obstacle-— I had almo^ 
«aid, in defiance even of herself !-*She h» 
no reciprocal . passion for me now-^but sbc^ 
sh^ll have — for I i2?ill not let her rest till she 
admits me to as distinguished a place in her. 
own. heart, as she has obtained in mineT'— « 

*^ Heroically resolved^ my most noble 
cowm \ "* exclaimed Mr. Annesley, lai:ghtDg 
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heartily^ yet much gratified by the frankness 
of tills unexpected avowal— > . 

** 1 honour your spirit — ^and very sincerely 
wish success to your cause ! — But— (for in 
every thing- there is an t^ or a but of much 
virtue, or much malignancy) *— but what 
mean you to do with the &ther and brother 
of this lovely girl? — How purpose you to 
propitiate them ? '* 

^^ Of her brother,** answered the Earl, 
*^ as I do not desire to live in a perpetual 
state of irritation,.! make it a rule to think 
as little as possible* * It is my firm hope^^ 
that he possesses no serious influence over 
Adela^s mind, and will be permitted to rave 
tmheeded aigainst whatever she may delibe* 
rately resolve to perform* The father, my 
dear Annesley, I certainly should distrust 
^itfa great alarm, did T not know that^ 
however cheap we may in theory afiect to 
hold them, there is in rank and affluence a 
convwiently mollifying power, capable of 
disarming the stoutest opposition, and of 
s<^tening the most stubborn inflexibility. 
Mr. Cleveland, though it is indubitable 
that, as Algernon Moidington, he would 
have rejected me> is not, I trusty so m^^. 
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nUmmotls a bigot to his antipadiie?^ as to 
refuse for his daughter what I am now ena* 
bled fe offers— a* title, and a corresponding 
settlement.**' 

**• Andi meanwhile, yt)tr have in Somer^ 
ville as zealous and^ busding a well-wisher 
M heart could desire T 

'^ He often, I suspect, with the most 
friendly intentions in the worlds hurts my 
caui^ ' fifis open acHierence, his unguarded 
loquacity^ embarraBs and shock the toonsen- 
sitive Adelk; and fill her with groundle??- 
feaw of being thou^t a party in hi«r sftti^: 
gtrine wi^es; If she knew how* mudll^ 
rifoi^ justfy f uttderstand het charactfef^-- if - 
she wa9 sensibte hpw^ much greater is- to^ 
Aead of her lofty* disinterestedness^ iikhA 
my remotfest disposition to sus|3ec* her <J$ 
design, she wbtdd dismiss these eau^efe^ 
ptoics, and givfc to my secret; hope of at- 
tathing' her a' happier cfcance of success.** 

" I? Somervitle-8 officious^esi^ whi^ 1 
own appears^ to me preposterous, ISftewiiw* 
annoys yo», why do you hewtate* to- raeooH 
mend to him greater ©aution ?^ 

^ How CM ]^ bear to silbnw, or rtm ^ 
risk: of offending, my mily adKroea^te kt Igfe 



fdtH^y } Adbia' iy so beatitifilli so utihack- 
niccF in tfre London^ world; and, undfer the 
auspices of her charming sister, appears in 
it tb such* axivantage, that there can be little' 
dbubt Som^rvtUe might very speedily have 
tfifr gratififcation of seeinlg her distinguished 
by men iti* all' respects my equals or gupe-^ 
riors'. The easy and* habitual access whirfl 
he grants^ tdr me at his hoiise, is of incal- 
cillifcbte importance to me. Exclusive of 
the opportunities with which it furnisher 
li^t^of dkily seeing htt^ sister, I consider it^ 
afir-the most promising means of distancing* 
tfthet pretenders : for; with all my* boastedl 
afecurify of tRe influence which nobility and^ 
^*e«i<h may* give- me with her ftitller, thertf^ 
toeadies not the humblest commoner^ un 
incumbered witft^ ehiMrei^ whose scttentions^ 
P ebQl(t beholii without dmnay, ancPwhosi^ 
sMHduiHies she might lYot tbinl it wiser to* 
^icourage; / True; she has behaved" txi my" 
boy with a tenderness surpassing afl' deir* 
cripflon*— yet, liow must she fove me, ere 
she eoAsenft^ tie^ become that boy's mother f 
-^ P^hM^, pshaw, Eiunefr&fer She tnoWi' 
tliHt ih accepting ttmsia- o1^ Miriam, fbouglk 
Ii^fMa](*KHMlf cRildren'by a ilrsf manidgr, atir 
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incurs none of the penalties entailed upon 
stepdames in vulgar life. She will never 
have the office of teaching them their horn^ 
book — of doling out to them their scanty 
pittance of meat and pudding — nor of 
patching and repairing their thread-bare 
garments. It will be a nominal maternity^ 
attended with no weighty duties : twice or 
thrice a day, Algernon and Harriet may be 
admitted to the honour of her presence, 
whilst she sits at her toilet^ or sips her vnne 
at dessert ; and this is nearly all. that^ for 
many years/ her connection with them will 
prescribe. I allow/ that were she ever to 
have a son herself, she might experience 
some mortification at his exclusion from the 
title and estate : but would it not be high' 
treason to suspect, that young ladies, im-^ 
mediately on receiving a proposal of mar- 
riage, begin meditating with such prema^ 
ture solicitude on the destiny of their future 
offspring !** 

_'^ At all events, my dear Aone^ey^ I 
would wish that what has passed between 
us on this subject may at present go no for* 
tjier; — especially, be upon your guard be- 
i^re Lady IsabeHa. She is constantly well 
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intentioned^ and, left fo the bias of her 

# 

own feelings, would treat Adela and her 
sister with the most grateful affection : but 
a word dropped in her presence of Soroer-^ 
ville's suspected projects. ; .'* 

^^ My good fellow" interrupted Mr. An- 
nesley, '* I willnonestly confess, that these 
prudential recommendations are delivered a 
little too late! — ^With something worse than 
indiscretion, I have already infused into Isa* 
'bella a spirit of suspicion which it would be 
no. easy matter to allay. Your Adela was 
^he subject of a long conference betwten nh 
in pur way to Lady Sarah Famham*s, I 
ptieant her no injury, but the folly of poor 
Somerville relating to the masquerade, pro- 
Toked me to speak both of him and his 
lovely sister, with £ir less caution than I 
have since wished that I had used* This 
morning, Isabella's countenance was a mirror 
that palpably reflected the ghosts of these 
rashly conjured*up distrusts : she looked 
chilled and miserable; every attempt at a 
smile Went off with the faint f^ash of a damp 
sky-rocket; and more than once, I was in 
terror lest our pretty guest should suddenly 
start up, and run out of the house!'* 
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*^^ J)id' sh^i ithap^ ibetrs^ fg^^^^ smcepti* 
..bilily of ^UF w]&!3 cold ^and .altered wia- 

^^ She.betxayedityjiDLbyjpeim^ 
flushed cheeks^ or Mgty ^gbocest^ but bjrya 
grave civUitDr^ ao .fonaaland sp lacQnie^ ilhat 
4t as much ovmwed poor IsabeUa, m Xt 
yimid hme jpuzjded me to .account -for^ Jiad 
J, not &lt responsible lor /beitig 4ts ongiml 
jCMSfi^ — ^Now, ^i;hap9» yon tare ^cmieaibfft 
jnquisitiye to bnpw^ .what lemleced 49e jo 
\eajclyta penitent^ for^fs mischief my loqvu^ 
.city had occadlomed*. The fiict is^ I. fi^ 
fempted^:aft^q^itUogJ^<^&trab!s9 Jb> lool 
in for half w Mar ,at Mn. Qxjoask^s. xMs^ 
^erade. I jattai^hed myidf> ixom tbeoxi^ 
4Disnti eatei!ed4:he iqom^J^AcfeVd sid^ in 
the .imsmgpected gmse of m &iar« Jier iaiai#- 
pli^ty, .her qiiiet didjcaicy of d^rtomof: 
juuidst the mmy iU¥)ihl^ Aod ^a^tecix^ .tcir 
buJtes itbat were j^id io 4h^ ^i«:3es jof her 
p^rson-T-jsad .aho»^ .aU> ,the ^gemuoe good 
humour iuad good sexism s?stth .whi^ «be 
supported certaau %unitiw jaHiasiona wbkdi 
1 pade tto Jber circumstani;^ ^ent jpae Jiopao 
the moat decided ^omoei^t to iher jpei&Pt imd 
undesigaiqg ,w»i:th»'* 



Qbi»Fm«4 by tUs oordid poMKi ^^ buk^s 
bftok tp my r^^Bembrance^ ab it igradttsUgr 
^i^obfo ita^lf to Mty ]€ibi«eflnriiliQQ9 ao many 
:^^ tmitoj ^hicbb liu ber^obiUUiMsd/^Me 
vii)4«c9t^oi]^ of a «(}Ue<aad if^cmiaiis api^^^ 
ifmirfif aitenaper^lbe moBt.fiaaific ftodgnate^ 
Iftd^ ll^tl oflwi ! wonder tbmr^ rfw 40;maQ9r 

^iinilmwt bfibolibQg iior. -^^iit^ /aa a )bQji^ 
'IhQMsb imw, ^.a certaia dogaee, conaeions 
^ M^.wpmv quatiti^ftf I 'Waa )mytj|QiiQfaed 
^ thf^nii I i^d ,vpt Jiel .their uiu3Qiniii<m 
^«abl$KJP ihd^^hiki dnamier J 4o aow. 'Xeti 
^r^iapfirafiioo which ihqr Jeft upon my 
Mia4^ 9H^ lihat every >gDod frnqpeuityif 
.discern in her^ seems but the re-«appearanci^ 
j^j^move,m0smd ^Me> of aoipe^early ex« 
•I)^llwi9e iftitb ^^viw^ :I lifaa sfinmarly .«s^ 
ji|aaiiiiA?4i ^anid jaev0r)8tfHi«s: me^tdm atitk 
Ih9r4iivp«i3$ 4iU!ei»8kat. upan ooyeky^ or ttbe 
miatcuat aoop«^anyi«g a diHibl&d'dibcfimryu 
AdeWa mifiwd^ds^ to, vt^ Ube ;aij>Mk i«iae 
4aairpt %; hmetj but i^rimds loat ^aight ;d4 
aod nearly forgotten ;-— every page^ .as J^se^ 
ypnise titj: reeup^ ftmiliarly to wy. iaoeinory^ 
«a4 bw^ back the liTfltiMt ijattttootiim 
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. not only <^ its ovirn contents^ but of the 

r 

time and place when they were .first studied, 

and of the cireunastances under which they 

3vrere so warmly admired. I love thus to 

~ recal the impressions I received during some 

. of the happiest years of my life. Her ejfe 

is the same as ever ; the cast of her features 

is nearly unaltered— and she has^ occasional 

looks — ^I have traced now. and then a smile, 

:or caught an accent so like the look> the 

smile^ the accent of Adela Cleveland in 

> those days of wild and unchecked, glee^ that 

J almost fancy myself transported into the 

.fields of Devonshire, and widb for nothing 

«o much as to be restored to the privil^es 

and intimacy which then subsisted between 

.jis. * 

" This is loving her,** cried Mr. Annes* 
ley, *^ as you would an. old spinning-top,^ or 
9 gingerbread alphabet t — ^There is no pas- 
sion, no enthusiasm in such love as this !•-«- 
A girl like Adela, deserves to be adored for 
vfhsA she is nau)^ not for the gambols you 
dissociate with her remembrance when she 
was a child.** 

^ ** Will nothing satisfy you," said Lord 
£nnerdale^ laughing,-'^ but ^ groam thKt 
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thunder (ove, and ughs of fire? — ^Why 
may not a little friendship mix itself with 
iiiy att^c^meiit ? : Think you its perma- 
nence will be injured by such a unioD? Of 
why should gratitude be wholly excluded, 
from the confederacy ? — Never shall I forget: 
the impression that was made upon me by 
beholding her — (just returned from a scene 
of the gayest revelry, her person still arrayed 
in the most brilliant decorations, but her 
countenance, pure^ composed, and ingenuous 
as that of an angel) — ^asleep by my smiling 
hoy, unspoilt by the adulation to which she 
had been listening, unmindful of her accus- 
t6med accommodations, and, whilst the voice 
of flattery must still have sounded in her 
ear, and fatigue weighed heavy on her eye* 
lids, anxious only, to visit, to sooth, and 
indulge a suffering child !-^My dear Annes* 
ley, what father could have witnessed such 
a sight unmoved ? " ' "' 

" Why no father who loved either the 
child or the lady !— But what are your pros- 
pects of success with her ?-— You have . seen 
her almost daily since she resided at the 
Somervilles ; ~ Are you upon promising 

VOL. III. M ' 



2fi2\ TRAITS or NATURE/ 

grouucU P'f-^Are yx)u well convinced ^he has 
IK> olhCT jiff^wssession ? " . '^^ 

** Touch not upon that string, I bese^efa^ 
yoa — It makes most discordant music in my 
soul I — ^There is a son of General Cleveland's^ 
absent now^ thank Heaven ! from London^ 
whose influence over her I have been taught 
to dread with shuddering suspicion ! — I can 
endure her present indifference— I can sub- 
mit, .whilst I behold her treating othe^ 
with equal insensibility, to the apparent Uh--' 
qoncerii with which she receives my o^fi 
attentions: but 1 do not think I cotitd^ 
without madness, bear to see her. encc^m'*-^ 
ging a rival !-^L.et us not talk of It— ^AB 
my insecure visions of felicity vanish at*the 
♦ hateful idea!-^How could you have' the 
Heart to conjure up, for ray night's cotepa- 
nrons, such gloomy and threatening images ?** 
1 ^^iDrown them in a full bumper! ** cried 
Mr. Annesley, approaching the supper-tray, 
ind pouring out -for himself and the ear! a 
glass of wine—-" There is not a more cer- 
tain exorcist of ^vil thoughts than Bacchus, 
-i— Here*s a health to your lovely mistress- — 
dnd may ^ she speedily prove as: kind as she 
is fair ! " -: 
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, Soon after, the two gentlemeh, Inutualiy* 
satisfied with the openness with which each 
had treated the other, parted for the night. 



( .' 



CHAP xii: 

EXHORTATIONS. 



During breakfast the next morning, Lady! 
laa^Ua, who still appeared in high good- 
humour with her guest, invited her to be of 
the party when she went out in the carriages 
Aii^lar readily agreed to the proposal, totally 
f^r^tting, for the moment^ the visit im- 
p^ding over her from Jen^ima ; and she 
pr^s^d for. the indulgence, before they re-* 
turned home^ of a walk in Kensington Gar*^ 
(Jeas— . > . 

*^ If either of our beaux will contrive to 
meet us there," said her ladyship, ^^ I shall 
delight in such a scheme : but I own, I 
hate not courage for it, dear Miss Cleveland^ 
tile-^lr-tite with you. Does Mrs. So over- 
♦villeeyer venture thither without a male es* 

I 

cort^ or a party ?," ^ 

.. *VWe have walked ijipre two or three 

M 2 
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times'^*' said Adeb, ^^ with ' the nurse and 
childwo-"— 

'^ Oli^ liurseb and children are the teca^ 
rest companions in the worlds But as we 
have none here whom we can engage in our 
service, one of the^e gentlemen must posi- 
tively become our e.squire, . or we must soli- 
cit Mrs. Somerville to lend us her own 
g<»rds-." ■ 

. |;4Qrd £mif»:dde, who kn6w that the old 
^i^it^s^^ wUil^ ishe Was in town^ made it a 
(mistMt prao6ite to walk^ in Kensington 
Gardens evi^ day, hiin^ bax^ from ofiering 
h^.servloea, unwiUkig, in the present sitiia-^ 
tion of afiaii^^ to ^iibaw ob^rvalidn upon 
Ade}a by shaving himself too assiduous tQ 
attend h^. 

Mr. Annesley^ finding himVesolute not 
to speaik, at length supplied the deficiency. 
His tardily-pix)fen?ed attendance was accept^ 
ed^ and every thing, seined satisfaictorily 
pranged, when Adela, half-langhiiig at her 
ow|i want of memory, suddenly exd'aimed*— 

" My dear Lady Isabella, I am quit6 
ashamed of the trouble I have giy^n you ill 
ii^tling this seheme^-^but I have juiBt recol- 
lected that it is impessUble for me to go.'* 
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^ Gh, I perfectly nndersifeaml what all 
this, means !" cried Mr. Annesley, witfi 
.affected reproach— ^^ you don*t like me for 
your beau, Mi?s Cleveland."— 
: M I must ttot like any body for my beau,** 
said Adela; " nor must I even venture t6 
Htir itom the house. I have been drawn 
into tjakitiga gl^eat liberty. Lady Isabella, 
-and ant under an engagement to rdtJeivd 
^bere this mprmng, a young relation of min^ 
>wh6, although totally unknown to you, iii- 
^^l^ts-tij^on playing rtife a Visit;"^-*- ' 

She then spoke of the riotd thsrt: hkd be^A 
%ddi<6s§ed to her the {^receding day, apolo** 
(gizing for not having mehtioned it sooA^l*, 
^<t ' ascribing the omission' to its true csltlse^ 
^hei* hdiving completely forgotteti its teceji^ 
tion. " ... 

^' ^* How impossible fs it not t6 ertvy the 
suprenfidy fortunate correspottrfent,** cried 
•Mr. • Annesley^ ^ of whose innoxious qua- 
lities so undeniable* a proof is' afforded !** 
-^ ^' lib you think,'* said Lord Ennerdale, 
burning to^ Adela with a' smile, ^ that yoilt 
'cousin would be mu6h gratified by hearing 
th^ species of merit attributed to her ?'* 

M 3 
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' '^ You really must dedde- tHat question 
jrourself,*' answered shfe ;^— *' you know her 
sufficiently to bfe perfectly capable o[ doing 
it without any assistdnce.** — 
« Lady Isabella^ having now come . to a 
decision, said — -^ • 

"I hope, my dear Miss' Qereland, you 
will not be offended, if I leave j^ou tore- 
peive this young lady by yotfrself ? Inde- 
pendently of the reluctance I always feel to 
enlarge my acquaintance unnecessarily^ I 
leally have .some visits to pay which ought 
pot -to be delayed.*'t — 

'* Nothing will so much reconcile noe to 

iny own imprisonment.** answered Adela^ 

. ^^ as the assurance that you will impose upon 

yourself no restraint, Lady Isabella^ oa my 

visitor's account." — ' 

, At twQ o'clock^ which was earlier than 
fihe intended. Lady Isabella, an:^ious to es- 
cape before Jemima's armal^ entered her 
carriage, and drove from the door. 

' Adeia spent nearly the whole morning in 
,the nursery : but concluding^ as ^as usual 
from breakfast till dinner^ that the twp genr 
tlemen were both out she went 4owd aliout 
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two hours after Lady Isabeiia's departure, 
to ring for a servant, and to send him on a 
:m<^sage to Cumberland Place. 

In the first room she entered, she found 
Lord Ennerdale reading, and alone. 

^*' Is your visitor gone/' cried he, closing 
• his book, V or not yet arrived r ** . 

Adela, suppressing an alas ! ai^ wered-^ 
'/f not yet arrived. But morning visits ih 
London are paid at hours which would make 
;them' evening visits in the country."— 
>' She then asked him if he had been loitg 
returned from Ms ride ? 
:* ." lam but just come in," replied he. » 
^* Then you did not see Dr. R — . r** 

- *^ No : is his opinion of' the progress of 
.Algernon's amendment, as fsivourable as! it 

was yesterday ?" . > 

. '^ I have great pleasure in being the first 

;to tell you, that he allows his little patient 

4o sit up to-day for some hours ; and that 

to-morrow, perhaps, or on Friday, atfur- 

.tbest, he promises to withdraw the interdict 

that prevented his removal to my sisjer's."-*- 

** This is, indeed, ,a most cheering ise- 

- port. -^ Yet, dearest Miss Cleveland^ . hoW 
true it 19, that scarcely any good betide^ lis 

M 4 
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here, niimixed with some counterbalancing 

evil!" 

" Why, what can be your quarrel. Lord 
Ennerdale, with the good I have now com- 
municated to you ?" 

" Have you no suspicion," cried he, look- 
ing at her rather archly, " that I should Ijie 
willing to quarrel with any conrmunication 
that taught me to anticipate your departuib 
.£rom this house ?"— 

" I must have been vain indeed,** cried 
'Adiela, *^ to imagine, that you would dig- 
nify with the name of an evil, the trivial 
circumstance. of my removal from- this sti*eet 
into'thenext'* — '" 

*^ I will not be admonished into ^etracfting 
:ihe term ! — It tvill be an evil ix^ me, no long- 
er to behold you a guest amongst my cfwfi 
'edjinections; it gave us a sort of pro{)drty 
.in 3rou, the deprivation of Which we shall 
all sensib) V lament.—- Besides-^^there is a sd- 
-cial and an intimate pleasure in those stated 
.hours :of meeting the friends we reside under 
-the same roof with, which belongs not to 
•the interviews obtained merely by short' and 
\lmrried visits. Before strangers are admit- 
|£d at the beginning of the day, oi: when 



tfaejT Ai^ shut, out at ib dlose^ how pleasitnt 
it is to assemble round the breakfkst tabk^ 
<and uddress our first seate^ce^ as we the 
night :be£oiie addressed our lastj^ totheindi-^ 
-vidaalB who form our own little world--»KHjr 
distinct and dearest circle \ — I hate to hear 
nien s^, they require' no other compaiiion 
•at bteakfest than a newspaper. — Let nie, oh 
4Jie 'Coxitraryy. see odllected round the tabl«^ 
a select but permanent little band of qheeiN- 
luLinormng faces, eaich with his schem^'for 
the day, or his la^t nighf^s di^am to te- 
4XM$n)>^ahd e&ch looking rejoiced to behdkl 
the 4rthcif."^ 

. ^'. You have drawn a delightful picture of 
domestic conafott,'* cried Adela^ with feel- 
ings f^jlly responsive tq bis ^Wtt, ^^ and mu^ 
jBometiiaiicg eoihe arid see it reali^ in Cum-^ 
I^Hand Place* My sister, Mr. Somerville; 
and I5 ^ often assemble, I thinks with; the^ 
sentiments of -mutual good will, as any p^b*- 
pie in London/'-*- 

M And would not an interloper, dne whd> 
belongs not of right to the party^ in ti greiat 
measure put them t6 flight ? " 

*^- VoU know too well the high degree of 

' m '■ :• • - 
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friendship v?ith which thty itgardyoui se- 
riously to ask the questiaQ."~ ' 

'^ TAey regard me, I gratefcdly admit, 
with the most encoun^iog kindness I'^ut 
how would you, individually, feel at my in* 
' trusion ?** 

*^ Oh, so shocked,"* answered she^ laugh- 
ing, ^' that as you entered the I'oom at one 
. doer, I should infallibly make my exit at ^e 
other!" ' / . 

'^ I own^ I have na appr^ension of any 
symptom of antipathy quite so outrageous ; 
— ^but I will tell yon what I do draad.^— A 
face of tepid civility — a silent -^bow«--SBi' air 
'of indifference whether I enter or depkrt. 
Jhese would be worsfe to' ine, a thousand der 
:grees, than an abrupt flight from my pre- 
sence— they would manifest notbin^ but 
apatby^-^the other I might attribute to my 
fo^tr of raising some sort of en^otion* 
i^oWy you will allow, that there is sufficient 
humility in saying, that .1 should be ^is- 
£ed with the exchange of aversion for that 
of total disregard T— ? 

'^ Indeed there is !'* cried Adela, Qolour* 
ing, ^^ but have I ever been guilty of tiius 
appearing to consider you ?"* 
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^ /^ My deares^ Miss Cleveland,** cried he, 
taking her hand, ^* these reproacheSj, after 
all the exquisite goodness you have shewi>to 
joay sick boy — after the generous sacrifice 
you have made of your time to Isabella's 
comfort, are ungrateful and encroaching !— • 
;Biit the truth isj that previous to your visit 
here, 1 sometimes thought you disposed to 
treat oie with lessf-^what term shall I use I 
May I say, with less cordiality,. than my 
.fcselings demanded ? Your charming sister, 
^o\igh her acquaintance with me has been 
^>f far shorter date than jrours, invariably 
shewed me greater friendship and interest, 
I was often tempted to. think, that ^Ae waaf 
the Adela, I had once Uved with, and won 
U> love me, and that you were the sister to 
vwhom r was comparatively a stranger. Yet, 
think ^ot that 1 presume to complain with 
•anger; in the first place, you have redeem- 
ed these inortiiying slights, by your recent 
.kindness ; and in. the next, I fervently trust, 
that unless I bring upon myself the penalty 
by some unpardonable misdemeanor, you 
will never resume the distant and reserved 
air, which, during these last two happy 
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days, you have, so much to my joy, cast 
off."— 

' The feeling look and voice with which 
this speech was uttered, as well as its gene* 
ral purport, aflected Adela more than -she 
wished to betray ; yet she could not bear to 
appear wholly insensible to what she had 
been hearing, and after a moment's hesita** 
tion, gently withdrawing her hand, she an^ 
swered — 

" I am very sorry to have incurred the 
slightest suspicion of having been deficient 
in those friendly feelings which my sister 
has so frankly manifested.— Under similar 
Circumstances, perhaps, I should have giVen 
yon as little cause to accuse me of reserve as 
fehe has : but the social confidence which, in 
her, was sanctioned by her husband, in me 
Was repelled by the fear that it might not be 
saiictioned by my father. But from this 
time, I will ^endeavou^ to adapt my conduct 
more to your wishes — for nothing would give 
ine greater concern, than to seem obstiilately 
vegardless of your exhortations." 

*^ These exhortations, as you term tliem, 
yau have borne witii so much sweetuessj 
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ihat I almost hate myself foi having tor'f 
mentedyoa with them /'-^ ; 

. A carriage just then dr6ve up to the dbor^ 
wbkh Adela perceived to be Mrs. Cleve-f 
landV.-^ . • . * 

• ^*; Here, at length,? cried she, *^ is my 
expected visitor. Now .will you. Lord £nr 
nerdale, to make me Some amends for tW 
lectms yoa have been giving nfie, afisist me 
to receive and entertain her?" • • :> 

*^ I would much sooner/' answered he, 
laughing, " begih ioraiediately te.givfe you 
another lecture for leaking such a pfopo«- 

«ai'r;— ... ' r : 

He then, more seriously^ entreated that 
she would receive her cousin in the adjoin' 
ing Toom, and deliberately resdm^d his 
book. 

Adela could scarcely reach the apartmepit 
of whidi he spoke, before Jemima, accoiiCih 
panied, to her great satisfaction, by thfe 
affectionate Christina, entered it by a difie^ 
rentdoor. The one through which she had 
passed, slipped from her haiid as she- hastily 
advanced to -meet them*, and remained,, 
though almost imperoeptibiy, injciosedJ . 
My dear Adel9,'Vcri^d Jemina, jooking 
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round with ilUdisguised vexation, ^^ &V6 I 
detained you at home quite alone to receive 
me ?— How sorry I am to have come so late! 
but I could not procure the carriage sooner; 
Mamma has been out in it, and a hundfed 
other things conspired to delay me. I. sup- 
pose. Lady Isabella will only return home 
to dress for dinner r* 

' ^^ Probably not ; but she did not mention 
at what hour she would come back.'W * 

Has she been gone long ? ** 

I can scarcely tell;^ replied Adela, 
]good-oaturedly averse from mortifying her 
with the information of her ladyship's 
ianxiety to escape the visit — *^ in London, I 
never know^ow time goes "— 

'^ And here," resumed Jemima, ^' you 
have so many interesting occupations, that 
I imagine you are less sensible of its progress 
than any where else. Pray, how does your 
little patient go on ? — I assure you, I begin 
-myself to think, that your attention to him 
ought to be rewarded by the conquest of bis 
father's heart!'* 

r ^^ How unlucky it is, then, that the child 
is already getting well, and that— deprived 
of all pretence to pn^opg those atteixtions— • 
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1 skall, to-morrow, make my bow to his 
■T¥hole family." — 

*^ To-morrow do you go? MydearAde- 
la, how little, then, has it been worth your 
^ae to come at all !~You have given me 
tto a thousand animadversions, and provoked 
'« thousand sarcasms to answer no purpose 
in the world. You are the worst manager 
of a well-concerted project 1 ever met with 
4nmylifel" 

. *^ I wish,'* said Adela, ^^ you would re- 
nounce the truly-mortifying practice, Jemi- 
tina, of so continually attributing to design 
almost every accidental event that occurs,— 
I really believe, you are one of those who 
think that hardly any woman ' takes her tea 
without a stratagem/ — It would be illiberal 
to say, you judge of others by yourself — 
yet, do you not a little deserve to be told 
BOr 

• '^ You used to hear every thing of this 
kind with the most perfect indiiFerence* 
How does it happen, my dear cousin, that 
you now take the matter so much more to 
huart?" 

*^ I am provoked to find/ resumed Adela, 
^^ that all my. disclaiming assurances are so 



iinjuj^tly^fjuicredited^and to. isay the .ttiU3i, I 
am also completely tired of die sujbgedt^ i 
could, often *;wislr, when I see. you prepsAing' 
.fo attacjk me^ that I never, bad knowa Lord 
.Ennerdale ; T-ttkoUgh, .ev^n in that case, suck 
is your promptife^s %6 entertain, suspicioii^ 
that you would find out somebody i^e. t» 
torment me about.'-;— .. ' ': .,; 

^ /^ Oh, nothing can be more certain t'* 
cried the attentivejy-listening ' Christinaw 
." she positivdy d^tared la^tnight^ Iwheo 
jnamma was wondering injr bcothei hswi 
/mly written to us on<^e, that ishe had n^ 
.doubt he wrote to you by every post ? 
, ^^ Writes to me I " repeated Adela 
f^ Surely, Jemima, you cquW never have 
such an idea ?" 

, Here their ; conference was suddenly iiH 
Jterrupted, by seeing the djaor which CQJai-; 
municated with the next room softly clbsed^ 
fkxA the 109k turned on the other side by' an 
Invisible hand« ' 

^^ We h^ve had an auditor^ I am afraid,* 
cried Adela, in a low voice— 

" Who was it?" eagerly demanded Je4 
mima— " not Lord Eni^tdale?" . ' 

"^ Even Lord Ennerdal^ in person/*^^ 
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^^ Is Mr. Apinesley there too V* " 
" No; he is out on horseback.** 

# 

** So, then^ my dear cousin^ i/vben we 
came> we interrupted, a <^ife-^f^c between 
you and. my lord! — That U the veryroona 
whieh you cjame out of to reqeive us. Ah, 
Adela, does this agree ex^tly with all your 
heroic professions of indifference? Istbei]e 
no duplicity in ao gravely pretending to 
4ight a man with whom you hol4 ^e^ 
•priyiatie con|ere:nce3, and on whose- s^ooiino^ 
^<m deliberate^ make yoor^}f the tqy/XT 
Italk.?'?.; •. ■ ' , ■ .•'.;;..'.'.;■ 1 

Adela was disconcerted,, and unable tf> 
parry .'a charge which, seemed better gf oundr 
ed than any that Jemima had yet - directed 
gainst her. She. was sijent fpr some.nK^. 
iQents, and theh looking xlp with the. b&^ 
-appeiU'anoe of serenity she could commandr^ 

" My dear Jemima/ she cried, ". ^ ?*^ 
be content to let you draw what inferences 
you please from the circumstsmce ^^ ^y 
having been in that rooiln when you arrived* 
I could easily explain how it happened, but 
to what purpose ?— Would you believe me ?** 

" Veiy possibly t might stili have ray 
doubts! — ^Incredulity is of«a very stubbora 
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nature * in some compositions^ • and w<j^s 
that do not correspond with facts^ are apt to 
produce but little conviction. — Good morn- 
ings Adela; — ^you see I intrude upon yim 
as short a time as possible, now I am avtrare 
•how much better you might be engaged !'* 

She then departed^ fiill of resentment, 

not only against Adela^ but against Lord 

'£tmerdale and Lady Isabella. £veiy v^ 

'that brought b€^r to the ho^se was coxn- 

^pletely fhistrated. The Earl's avoidanoer- 

-though but in the adjacent apartment— *and 

his sister-in-law's apparently premeditate 

'absence^ exasperated her beyond endurance: 

-and the only consolation she carried from 

the door was^ that just as her own carria^ 

drove away. Lady jlsabella's' drew .up;^ m^d 

'•she therefore felt assured, that Adela's en- 

vied parley with the Earl could not be re^ 

^neWed;' . ' •' 



. Xlll. 

I VACIXXATIQN. 

During dinner, Adela teceived a short 
:notefr0m Mnsf. Somerville^ in which that 
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I4df stated, that) her whole' morhing. had 
bean so much taken up' by visitors,* that she 
)ia4 ii6t been able to coitmmnd* a moment 
^ call in Portmau Square : ^* but if Somer- 
jwUe,*^ she added, -^^ has any engagement 
^r this eTOniag, which is doubtful^ for he, 
h^ been very unwilling to. forsake me 
twfaitst yoii have beox absent,^ I will spend 
TO hour or two with you after tea.— Adieu. 
'Let me know r whether Lady Isabella ex* 
^pedts any company." - : . 
^ On being asked^ her ladyship declared 
4hat she had every reason to beUeve tiiey 
-should : be quite alone, and seemed /much 
{^leased, as well as her brother, at the pros«- 
Jpect of adding Mrs. SomerviHe to their 
rKttle party. > . - ' 

. Iti the evening, however, contrary to cXr 
peciation, four or five of Lady isabelk's 
jRriends, appri^d that she had devoted her- 
self to temporary seclusion on account of 
her nephew'^ iiidispositioni came to sit with* 
rber for an hour ' preyiQUa to their later en^ 
'gagemeiits. Adela wa[s unacquainted with 
any of the persons thus ' bfought together. 
.They consisted principally of young mar- 
Tied women^ like Lady l84b«U^ of high 
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rank^ biit not like her of gracefiiT goodi 
breeding. On the contrary^ the looks 
which they directed towards tiie unknown 
inmate, were, if * not supercilious^ at least 
far froni oourt4^us'*«^if not insolent/ at t^ast 
eufficiently inqnasitive almost to distress b3r. 
^^r^tFre^ueht whispers were addressed to Lady 
Isabella, of which it was palpable that she 
;was the object ; and so litde did> they se^in 
4isposed' to consider her as a part of the 
company, that, as a resource against -th^if 
ian^Ung display t)f Isuperioeity, shedbw 
forth her work; and retreated .as far as^ sKfe 
jiKmld, ..without tendering hbi^elf remark^ 
•4ibk^ ff om the haughty group. - ' -f' 
- - Whilst^ thus ckt^ched, she was dhidere^ 
by the approach of Lord Ennei;<fci1^, wh6 
4rawin]^ forward a chair, sweated himself be- 
'fiide-her. "• • '. ■ / '" '>-^' 

' ff I hope,'* said he^ ^yo&t departure tof- 
-morrow is. not positively sfettled ?'* ^ - - 
/. ^f If your little Algernon,'* answered* shd, 
"*^;has a- good i%ht, and i§ as Well in 'the 
.corning as be htfs been during the w'hofe 
of this day, E believe that, after break&s*, 
my sister meand to take tis all— th* nui*^^ 
4be chiid, and myi^lf, under her own care?* 
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^* Do y&a ktiow, that I am very thuth 
tempted io go up and bribe Algernon to 
plead a restless night ?" 
: ^^ But how will yoti bribe me^ after thus 
betraying yourself, to believe his plea?" 
' '^ There, I own, I should be puzzled; 
for what can compensate to you for Ibngef* 
Tehounciiig your social home^ and favourite 
pursuits? -^ Algernon, too— • how infinitely 
better will he be situated at the admirable 
Mrs* Somervilli^*s than he is here. He will 
he ii| the midst of lively and good-tempered 
companions of his own age; he will be im- 
mediately under your sistei^s experienced 
eye, and I hope from the temporary change 
of scene, etery thing most beneficial to 
his health, mental and p^rsqnal. You fihd^ 
I am trying to persuade myself, since I can^ 
not detain you^ that it is better you should 
go;— but go when you may, d^ar Miss 
Cleveland, how can Lady Isabella, or my 
poor boy, to whom you have patiently de- 
voted so many hours — healing hours, I may 
call them— how can they eVer testify towards^ 
you, love and gratitude sufficient?" '^ 

^^ Their gratitude," said Adela^ ^^ I wiH 
Onerously dispense with ; iat^-oth^ it is far 
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more due to my sister than to me^-*4Nit 
their love^ I shall .b0 most siacereiy rgoiocd 
to possess." 

" Algernon's heart you have won for erer; 
I question, ind^d, . whether you have nbw 
the shadow of a riv&l^ in it — Lady Isabella 

4 

is not deuaonstrative : but she has a fbeling 
dispostipq, veiled a$ it som^^times is, under 
constitutional or habitual res^rv^. In Eng** 
Jiaild,. it , has often, and I begin to think, 
justly, ,be?o observed^ that perfect correct- 
ness of conduct, and perfect purity of prin- 
ciple, are seldomer associated in yofur ses 
with the V frankness of deportment and 
countenance that would heighten their ^tr 
traction, than in any other CQuntry upon 
the globe. . If you have $ver considered the 
subject, tell me,^ why is it, that a true-)^o 
native of this island, so often seems un; 
willing to let it be supposed, that she ;has 
any heart?" 

f^ 1 hav^ had very rare opportunities of 
comparing my coun'trywotnen with fo- 
reigners ; but I find myself extremely, UD- 
willii^ to give implicit credit to this asper- 
sion. I am certain, and so are you. Lord 
Snnerdale^ if your praises of my sbter are 
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^nebre) that we have females in England' 
vilio'deserve a most honourable exemption' 
from the censure which you are now castings 
Ufxnrthem.** 

*-^^ Mrs. Somerville^** resumed he, with 
grdat animation, ^^ deserves an exemption 
itoni the charge of thisy and almost every 
other human imperfection ! I know nothing- 
so spirited and agreeable as.- her conversa-. 
tion, nothing so open as her countenance, > 
or so Soft and benevolent as her disposition r 
^^ I am content, I think,** cried Adela/ 
endianted by the warmth of this eulogium, 
** to let you assert and believe whatever you- 
please of the rest of our sex ! ** / 

*^ I am anxious, however," resumed he, 
" to clear myself from the suspicion of 
being, in regard to the merit of other wo- 
men, a churlish sceptic. I honour'and love 
female worth under whatever disguise i find; 
it : but some little regret may be permitted 
me, that where intrinsic goodness is indis* 
putable, it should, on any pretence, be de-- 
formed by a^ly-cautioOs, and repulsive 
manners." 

^^ I have lately read,'' said Adela, averting 
her conscious looks^ " a nKaxim of which 



ysovL seem to have vety* tbdroaghly' iqibibed 
the conviction i ^ Tohk good and cyaii^Mfi? 
a^, is high tf^aiion ag^itirt virtue.' »-r-Yet, 
after all, if women, psirticularly the young 
aiid uni^airried, are gt>od-hqmouired tmd af^ 
fi^tionate %o their own connections, humane 
to the unhappy, charitable to the di^essed^ 
and oWi^Dtgi int sofciety^ why must they , all 
be to studious to wear an artificial gloss ; of 
^qnisite sensibility ?— I have heard a ^is^ 
<)ld guest at Mr. Somerville's table — one mho 
bas ^ read nmchy been, a shrewd observer^ 
and looked quite thro^h the deeds of mm! 
•«^I have heard him aver, that those women 
whose ready smiles^ and fw^inating mannms, 
obtain the most pq)ularity in the world, are 
often the least amiable in a &mily circle. 
The national female character in thiis kiog- 
dom^ he . asserts, is' difiideuce, tinctured, 
.perhaps, with some degree of resfare: if 
these are teught to yield in public to $tU 
those courtly graces for which you, my lord, 
appear to be such an, advocate, the danger is^ 
that their ^topk of condescension will ex- 

haust itself upon strangers, and thi^t tber« 

, ... , 

■■ ' 

^ .1 .f Sonth'sFr^^ents.- 
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wilf be little or none left for home, con* 
suitiption/* *. 

r ^ If I undefHtUnd the doctrine of Mr. 
Somennlle's wise old guest rightly," cried 
the earl, smiHng, *^ it amounts to this :— 
that the women, who, in society, look the' 
most Torbiddmg, are storing up the largest 
hoard of tenderness to expend amongst their 
friends in prtvate.-^I am glad to be fujrnisbed 
with so convenient a clue i and shall faience^' 
i^rth deem myself authorized to interpret 
the most inveterate indications of pride, into 
deep faumihty— and the most austere cold^ 
niess into genuipie sensibility ! ** 

m 

** There will certainly ,*• said Adela, ^^ be 
soinetbing wonderfully liberal in adopting- 
such a system: but remember, that the 
occasional mistakes into which it may lead 
you, are not to be ascribed to the erroneous 
doctrine of my venerable moralist. He 
taught, that the afl^tation of appearing ^n« 
tihiental for effect, blunts real feeling : but 
he never asserted,- ttiat to look like an icicle^ 
and to cairry nothing but motosenese iaio 
com^pany, was a sure test of pre-eminent 
tenderness.'* 
: Here their dialogue was interroptisd by 

VOL. in. N 



visitors^ who tapping the earl on th^. sIiMiIf: 
der^ aod *h^ r^tiii^ hier Biftm^ upon. Hie 
back of Adela*f obair^ $Md-^ > 

'. ^^ WhesD;a,rewetos0e'yott agpn tanmgf 
» littlfs with the vvoiAil^ 1^ JEofierdak ?*i---t 
¥ott hfve . tiieen a .moat rig|j4 re<4f^ of< I9W* 
,V Ianifftucfeirft9tlQre4^b^r crie^'te^. 
^5 that: tte' oireiiaiataii^ci.hQi notbeei^ <:yiwf^ 
leM^li^v— If h^pft 7O0f} la^Ai^ it^Ottfrrol; 
t^€)i9er who h>ve^]Miw^the^h^W't9ff<qgf^; 
myahdence;?!** 

. '^ Ohy . very palb^lii^y'r indeed r did I^ft^ 
gretit^ jio longer ag(>ithaih.hutin^hti**-*-It! 
iwfe My.toM^rablf dpo«^ftagiiffr that ppfrify- 
iBg ^ng^ « catted: ( an ai$9em|ify> Tb^ oMr ^ 
owrse of ) la4ie$ >vmf ipoffc hriUiaot^ biiit ^^ 
di^rth •ot' i»ei^iWa3 so woiBful, L eonUl^faiiirei 
faUen ftattaateep^jn. the middle- of. my *<owb;i 

Dialiee dfr ypurV friend Mfs^^ JJJwftr, ah^; 
thcaatenedne.i^k eoin$ 8ii<^>?efigf»4«9e£^ * 
decoying; acKay: thfe tm^it^v irf^ Iw^ beH; 
beaox from her hatiparty^ andiy««terdtQrr 
she moFod heaven, aodu c»)rtl}i to: repm ^-: 
disgrace. To be honesty she perfrct}y*'0lip», 
€eeded4 w. nan, itm mmtYai^tt^aflyeBtyi of 



ppSBtf^ . miiy each tHtving bmt 'beisteA ift her 
tutti/ reaolte to dtreet €itt<''annn»:iEi^aitl8t'«dait^ 

She theft, as it seemed, / by itay«of*ptt«i 
jkmg Lord Emierdale a»' cmttmt'dei tMi^ 
vHh^ scnec^ Ms secesstdny^glvehiA^ iAftvhia^ 
tkMf ^several rataouitd cMifi^lges; qujarr^j 
ic^MQcilmtions^debts ci[>Mta<ft^ at plaf , dt 
^Meiitioiii itiGun^d by es^tfti^ftgaiiee. Tba 
amcrnnt xif all tbendf' anecdotes; coii^idiiiAg 
tliia^* sfaorttieslk of ^ the peridd in wfaSch they 
were said t6 have taken^ plaM^ waft misLiTel- 
k>!h«i anil' Ue b« eqiialled only' by^ the Volu^ 
byity ^w4th which they* weffe dSfttailed.—^ 

hard Ennerdale listened ' with due pa-i 
tkAoel' no^ afid theh rAgAi'dft^ Adela to aee 
hMW'she boitthis vn>idy torreM, and totally 
iyi^ktel«ytell in» every stotence that was ut« 
tered, till he heard some namei Which he 
sitemei46 r«s]j^ety couptedwith ridibnle;— 
H«tliek)^'4»peiledhis'eyteftivider, and listened 
yA^ uM^M^Hed'at^Qtrbm^ 
, Ttit loqUaeieuS annalist was speaking of 
a*^hldl -at «whfeh shift Iliad met a Mrs. Riveri 
and her daugbteif^*-^ Ibor girl," continued 
bImt^ ^f how comes i^ that with so pretty a 
kUtHAA pe^dn> she never gets a partner at 
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apy of these places but through the bustling 
efforts of her disagreeable mother ? — Do 
you remember^ Lord Ennerdale^ how de- 
lightfully you were cajoled one night at 
Mrs. CopeIand*3 to stand up with her ?— 
Unfortunately, you were not present to do 
the civil thing again^ so I took cooipassioh 
upon her^ and persuaded Tom Sedley^ ^bo 
has not yet got quite passed all m'anagemenk^ 
to shuffle down two dances with her." — 

*^ Miss Rivers^** said Lord Ennerdale^ 
y has been kindly treated by Nature in all 
respects but one — She has a ttiother wholly 
undeserving so artless^ amiable^ and unpre* 
suming a daughter !"* 

*^ Oh^ I always said you liked her^ and 
to own the truths it was to make a merit 
of it to you that ] assisted her the other 
Tjight;'— . 

Lord Ennerdale smiled^ and made a little 
bow. Adela hung her head over her work^ 
and felt but little disposed to wish the coti- 
versation prolonged. — ^The Lady, however, 
went on^ and her unwilling auditress was 
obliged to remain stationary— 

** There is a great deal of ill-luck,** ob- 
served she^ <^ in poor Louisa^s case ; for the 
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same undaunted spirit of persecution which 
succeeds so rarely in procuring for Aer the 
notice which Mrs. Rivers struggles to obtain^ 
answers extremely well in a thousand other 
instances^ and secures establishments for 
misses who have not half her beauty. — ^I 
i^uppose, the former gallantries of her mam- 
ma may be a little against her : but^ afteir 
all, she never occasioned any violent ^clat; 
— she never was either separated from Mr. 
Rivers, or divorced.**—- ^ 

Adela gasped for breath — her hands shook 
-^a cold tremour crept over her frame, and 
it was With difficulty that she commanded 
sufficient firmness to avoid bursting into 
tearsJ They rushed into her eyes, how- 
ever, and stole down her burning cheeks, 
in defiance of all her effinls to repress them ; 
but she sat with her back towards thd lady 
who was speaking ; and from Lord Enner- 
dale, she hoped, the bnending position of 
her head woiild conceal them. 
' Meanwhile, with a face dyed of as deep 
a crimson as her own, the Earl bad hastily 
risen, aiid in order to effect some change in 
the conversation, called to Mr. Anhesley^ 

N 3 



e^ TSJU3C5 OF XATUES* 

«odaskfid;bim .whether he meant to go that 

isreniDg to hift clab? 

. rMr. AxmefhY answered in the n^tite^r^ 

f^ You are not staying jat home^** eried 
the Lady-) ^' to nurse .my LonTs little boy; 
aie-ycMa?** 

^ rNo/* replied .he ; hut i junst^ying at 
^ome to attend upon ^ae who i2ti nurse 
him :«— H>nly> my dear Madam/ take eqpe^ 
ml care .not to proclaim Uiat one of these 
charitable nurses is my own- wife! — Jk 
would terribly deduct from the gallantry 
Qtt\\e story " , - 

At that momentj the entrance , of Mrfe 
iSooierviUe afforded a most . seasonable relisf 
to Adela^ who flew to ber^ and seemed, ttid» 
4er her protection^ to jregain some portion 
pf serenity and confidence. Lord £nnen> 
dale was not long before .he joined lliemi 
and Lady Isabella's other fiiends gradually 
4epartihg, she was left to the society M(hich 
her brother-*in4aw, and even Mr./ Annesley^ 
irecent as had been his introduction tOithe 
two sisters, so infinitely preferred. 
. It was jsome consolation to Adela!a wounds 
^&elings> to hear Lord Ennerdale, befoi^ 
any regular conversation succeeded the esdt 



iS ^these high-born visHofs, repr^lmte in 
terms df utrong indignation :tbeir mannei^ * of 
conducting themselves wbikt th^y had 
«taid-~ 

^^ Sttch associates^ IsdbellB,^ he obsi^li^d^^ 
'^ injure your own sense of propriety ;and 
elegance. They s^uce you into a partk^i^ 
pation of all their frWolous or arrogant air« ; 
iiiey teach you to throw o^ the well-bred 
mistress df the hottse^ in order to l)eeome a^ 
viere listener to their whispered nothingi^ 
Qr--^worse than nothings — whitpered d^rsft^ 
iron! Lady Chanties Inrin^^ in poartieulap^ 

' ^^ I%einost4r0ntiess3 and pemicieus'littlb 
gMsip^" interrupted Mr. Annedfey^ ^ oil 
whom rank. and independence ever eonfetFrti(| 
f he privilege of being ill tiaiannered wHh im« 
^unity ! -^Is^beUa l^nows that i hate ber^ 
^sfae knows that it is an ifititnac^ whidi^ cf 
.«H others^ I the ttiost (hovoughly disapi^ 
,^rave.** — 
- Lady Isabella^ not ^ little rtarHed «t thh 
double attack^ feebly denied the intimacy 
Ihttt vnn aflciibea to her ; lier BMbdndy t» 
«Toi<l probegmg the debate, iviis siknitf 
«&A liOfid fituierdale, to «luike (tff hit ow4 

N 4 
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chagrin, went and placed himself nes^t t» 
jyirs. Somerville^ and tried to converse, 09 
^general subjects* 

That lady, when she saw that the passing 
storm had subsided, produced a short bur* 
lesque poem, published only that mornings 
and said, to be written by one, of the mosf 
celebrated wits, of the day- Its subject, 
though not political, was popular^ and most 
.happily chosen ; and its allu^ns to times 
jpather than to pef^sous, were arqh, pointed 
.yet neither sour nor illiberal. It was hap(fp 
ed t;o Mr. Annesley, who read it aloud; with 
admirable humour andlefiect; and whilst hp 
:beguiled even the dispirited Adela of a smile, 
^ept the rest of h^s audience in almostper-- 
Jp^iual laughter throughout every page. 

Aft^r a two hours visit; which seemed to 
.have been of material benefit to the whole 
party, Mrs. Somerville rose to take leaver 
.and Adela, in a hasty whisper^ entreated 
that her return to Cumberland Place might 
be deferred no longer than till the next 
morning. 

(:<ady Isabellai the flexible and facile Lady 
Isahella, restored by. the good humour lyhich 
Mrs. JSomerville had diffused amongst them^ 



4o alt her natural complacency, parted from 
;Adela' for the night, with a mind as cordially 
i.oipressed in her &vbur as it had ever been 
during any period of their short acquaint* 
ance. Her disposition seemed to possess 
something of the faculty ascribed to the 
cameleon*s body; it could change its hUe, 
and assimilate to that of every object near it. 
She lived not, as it has been fabled of that 
animalj upon air: but her understandiBg; 
incapable of bearing solid sustenance, fed 
upon vague reports, and. borrowed opinions. 
Towards whoever she heard Warmly praised 
or bitterly censured, she was, according to 
the lenity or malice of the last speaker, 
^ every^ thing hy turns and nothing hng* 
One minute she hated, the next she adored 
them. Luckily, no one had hitherto pre- 
sumed to revile her husband in her lady-^ 
ship's hearing; feeble indeed would have 
been his chance against a cunning slanderer ! 
She would have wept, but she would have 
believed the most improbable aspersions : 
and even Lord Eiincrdale, all-perfect as he 
had ever appeared to her, might easily have 
been transformed, by calumny, into a rnon^ 
fiter unworthy to live, 

K 6 
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* Whoii Adela, ialbe vietirdmeat -ol^ 'iNfe' 
lehamber^ secure &om ,tbe obsorvatiMtf^ 
«vefy«huaiaii4)(ih0Mdr^ had leisure 4io^'<^ caitm^ 
inuAewith her ownheart^^ she piajf^ imih 
Mreaming eyes^ for resigimtioii to hear^ '^rilh 
less irritabilitjr and impatience^ the dHusioaS 
to her moHier*8 story, iwhieh^ eitfier throu^ 
malice or inadvertency, alie found it vain tb 
expect escaping. If mdice dictated them^ 
bow could she belter assist its gmdficaliocii 
than by betmying &e ^ng ihey inikied } 
If tiiey were uttered inadvei^tently, was iit 
. not her duty to «abmit widiout teseiitaieist 
to an undesigned oifence i ^ At aU ^pifet^P 
jhe cri^d, ^^ whether the speecb j^ade hf 
Lady Charles Irving in my vicinity, pfo-* 
eeeded from a premeditated wi^ to shock 
me. or whether it was pronounced in %no^ 
lance of its n^erence to my affairs, let me^ 
whilst I strive not to tibink of it with bitter- 
ness, let me earnestly supplicate Heaven; 
that / may never be the means of giving 
equal pain to any human creature! And' 
let it also gratefully stimulate me, to pray 
^r a blessing on those generous beings^ wfao^ 
ilotwithsfean^ing all the disadvantages by 
which I am encompassed, still behold me 



- in tiutf sttppliett^Mi, islie «ott)d hot bttt -itt- 

iSMie hdtd EafteidiBli, whose oolitic* l*- 

-Vntixls her, after ^ eoniienMitioA Into 

wbieh he h44 seen her tihiwni, tedli«b 

itnpi'e^M WWi aM»e serittMiiett ef Asfieot, 

-more mailEcd <tefefenoe tmA «tteiiti»n, th«i 

Irt wy preceaiftg «wWtt«»t olf *^r *cqt»ii*- 

^ce. fWm her inmost <k>ul Ad she *iwik 

*nd esteeto Win fer a ^roof of feeUoif sO no^ 

*ly (iraed ; it reftwurtd her— 4t emwt^ k 

even touehea her ; «tt*, *« *he wink td mi, 

^st last Aou^ W»« djEvete* t» WHAnog fet 

his haj^inesr. ^ 



CttAP. XIV. 

> 
' mxEORrrY. . 

Durum? %e»y»8t Ae neat H«erni*g, 9^ 
which Adell^endcawored to appear with bef 
aodustouied dieerfcfaei*, Lady Isabella was 
informed, that her jeweUer was bekw wkH 
some ornaments which she hfcd sent to him 
to be new set for the approwhing birth day, 
' She g«i« order* that he should be.^ef q ?P> 
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Bhc, turning to Khe jetmller. 
' The man stated te her, as he :pny(bsted; 
iSie lowest terms upon which he 4soidd fNutt 
^Wfth it, which yet appeaved td Adefat «b 
exorbitantly high, that her iuules va^ 
ilisfaed, and she wisdfiedJfcbering-adiousand 
miles off. Yet, ashamed^ in the presence 
of Lady Iwbeila and her ^brodier, tb pvck 
dalm the slender state of her finances, she 
paid, with secret scflf-reproach, fer the 
^ver-^rated bawble, leaving herself, in so 
doing, no mofe tlian two gmneas for her 
whole remaining i)narfeer«-42iaA ia to say^ 
tor nearly three wedca. 

Soon after this little negociation waa eon* 
eluded. Lord Ennerdale quitted the room, 
Mud Ladv Isabdia, in a few minities^ Vke- 
mke went away to aearch for the jeweller^ 
lait hill. 

The door was scarcdy closed, when the 
e%8equioua tradesman a^roadiing his yoin^ 
customer with an dr ^aome embanraiBr 
Inent^ hesitatingly said—* 
' ^< Yon wilt not be ofiended^ I faopej 
nm^am^ if I ▼enturc'^^ I take the liberty 
to remind you. that we have, I believe, a 



imjbftpei has «8«ped ^miir memory .** 
^4^ ita jay name^ Siri^-^This omft cnr^ 
^iBulgr ^be a iiniatake^ fiir i mej&, iHltONdagf^ 
Ipttrdbaied any tnakets m my life.** 

'^ Pardon me^ ma*am— but your name^* 
lihiidc I hcafd Lady Saabeila adikt»» yoa 
^ithe name of Ckw^pad.*^ 

^ Yesi fiir, you did.- 
. ^ We jreceived an ordor, about tvm y^arp 
i|fOi raa*aQi> to aeud to Cumberland Plaoc^ 
ftat a la^ of that namt, a oorneUan sesA, 
ppt m gold, and a pair of ^ond bracofela^ 
Were they ever delit^ised y* 

^' Yes, Sir, they were ; you ere ferSocAf 
osmetiLy and I riiail be anxious to diacfaaisge 
1^ dd>t immediately.^ 

The foot is, that po<»^ Adda (mnd she 
iiad been innocendy defrauding <Aie jewdler 
of hia money the full time whidi he stated 
llMFough the carelessness of h«r sister, Mrs. 
Srmgloo, from whom the things he men^ 
tioiied had been sent down tocher as a gift> 
by Talbot Cleveland, whilst sh^ was d 
itosedown Courts and, as such, had heeii 
quietly worn ever frinoe.^ Mrs. EcMsgton^ 
how^f^> had left town eftemaids in .a 
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great hurry^ and forgotten to pay for tbem : 
but the*.who1e business was clear to Adefat 
the instant tbat she heard . the man's de* 
^ahd specified^ and ^he conscientiously re- 
solved not.to detain from him his lawful due 
%n hour longer. ' 

; Yet, to make rectitude accord, wilb abi- 
lity, in this case^ required a sacrifice which 
cost her some pain.' She had. no means of 
paying the full value of the seal and brace- 
Jets if she persisted in retaining the ring; 
A debty however, was so hateful to her^ 
atid^ unjpractiaed as she was in incurring 
any, so formidable, that she rather prefer* 
ed acknowledging to the shopkeeper her 
insuflSciency ; — and thus relieving herself 
from the burthen of a useless ornament, 
which she niow thought it the heighth of 
folly, in such circumstances as hers, to have 
fhrer covetted. ' > 

. . ^^ Sir,** said she to the j^well^ blushing 
as she spoke, ^^ I have it not in my power, 
if I retain this pretty ring, imdnediately to 
cancel -my former debt. May I, therefore, 
beg that: you will take it back at the price 
for which you just now sold it to me ?-^I 
believe that then^ according to what you 
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tell n^e is the amount of the old account, I 
shaJJ^ with the addition of this guinea, have 
,wholl^ discharged what I owe you.** 

The civil tradesman agreed to this arrange- 
ment, yet not without expressing his regret 
at depriving her of a trinket with which 
she had appeared so particularly pleased. 
He assured her, that she was perfectly wel- 
come to keep possession of the ring, and to 
pay for it at her own time. But Adela's 
principles were not merely speculative ; tkey 
•were practical and sincere. She thanked 
him ; yet entreated that he would suffer her 
to terminate the whole affiur at onoe. He 
made no further opposition ; took the guinea 
.still due, and the half-regretted turquoise^ 
and, had only just time, before Lady Isa- 
bella re-appeared, to i^ssure her, that he 
\70uld send a written acknowledgment the 
instant he reached home. Two hours afler- 
wards, he punctually fulfilled his promise. 

Mrf^ Somerville, at the time that she had 
fixed, called for young Ossely^ and her joy- 
fully-again recovered Adela. Xady IsabeU% 
her husband, and her brother-in-iaw w^e 
all at home to witness the invalid*s removal^ 
iand to reiterate to his fair friends their fer. 
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vent thanks lor the oUigations which they 
had, and still were, conferring upon him*. 

The child, smiling and gratified, wtt 
« brought down in Margaret's arms, and con* 
veyed to Mrs. SomerviUe's carriage ; und 
that lady, glad to abridge the aekno^lec^- 
ments whidh she was receiving, called to 
Adela, and immediately followed. 

Lord Bnnierdale, in their way down stain^ 
fottnd an opportunity of saying to Atlela**^. 

^ Though what I have already witnessed, 
lias taught me to expect from yoxL every 
thmgAatis kindand generous, 3ret .gratify 
'-me, I beseech you, before you go, with aa 
'assurance that, jmntly with Mrs.*Somervill6, 
you will consider yoursdf as mypoor Al- 
]gemon's protectress.^ 

*^ I will, with the greatest pleasuve,** an- 
Hiwered Adela. 

^^ Thank you,** tesumed he, ^ a ChousanA 
times, I ihank you, for this and. every other 
it>bligati6n whic^ you iiave conferred upon 
"US -durii^ your short residence under this 
«o6f.' 'Oh, how meianchdly a vmd,** addeA 
lie, looking at 4ier widi the most expresshre 
sixr of riegret^ *' win your absenoe leave faesel 
Stttl-takepossessiOii agam to^ght itf tef 



ewi^lHiMse: J could n0t b^ar to lo6k round 
for you in vaki^ where I had onoe beheld 
y0tf ^iis>aii iomate:*' 

^ Adela was a little confosed, not so much 
hy the direct purpose <tf this speech, as by 
the warmth and seriousness with which it 
wasuttered« ^he hurried silently forward, 
^naUe^ as he pit her into the. carnBge, td 
speskk either to him or to Mr. Ahneslqr* 
3he could only bcw to idiem .after she wa* 
seated i and the ofisct moment, the hontai 
BafofOeeded; 

: The rapture of her little tmeoeson.behcid"; 
ing h^r, as they termed it, come back again 
^ for good,** was, to a heart »0ectionM:e M 
befs, gratifying in th^bj^est degree. Theyi 
.were not indulged, ibowever, with penttist 
sion to take of the feeble and deli$^ gu^st 
whom .their mother had brougbthoiPke, more 
tiiBn a passing glance. He was immediate? 
ly transferred from the carriage to the iSfmt 
)»it d»?&rfttl rami which :bad been itfeipafed 
for him.; and M»t exresn Xady flarriet obi^ 
tallied lea^ to lemain wnth Irim j^odse^teit 
fttimitas. He was thus cMKiptod from' -rit 
ainneeessary ^eseriion' ; and tbe fet^na af ilha 
temoisal was so e&ctuaHy .tooi^ieiidteA ifaf 
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these Judicious precautions, that, half ah 
hour after his installation in his new abpde^ 
he was convei'sing with Adela as serenely^ 
and seemed as collected, and as much at 
home, as if he had never known any other 
residence* • 

When Adela retired to her own apartment 
to dress for dinner. Amy, producing a sealed 
letter, in a condition that hore evident testi- 
mony to its having been c^xtremely ill treated 
said, with much irritation — 

*^ That for you, dear Missy. Me only^ 
get it by chance and good-luck,-7-It come . 
for you the day after you leave your fine, 
aunf 8, — ^and there it be tossed and battered^, 
iibout, by saucy servants, ever since. Me . 
call there to-day for 'something me forget . 
whfen we come here, — and then, me spy it 
out upon the housekeeper's chimney ! — Oh, 
if^hat fine piassion me in, at their laziness and 
impudence \ " 

Adela, on opening the dirty scroll, found, 
with an instant dread of something wropg, 
that it was written by her mother's attached 
servant) Mrs. Tiemple. Its purport wias, to 
communicate to her, wtlli many cautions 
not to betray who 'was her informant, tlut 
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the brother of Mrs. Cameron^ a man named 
Norris, was Become a resident in the vicinity 
of PinefLo^e, and paid sudi assiduous 
court to Lady Rosalvan, that there seemed 
eveiy reason to dread he would make* an 
impression upon her hearty and succeed in 
inducing her to favour his avowed preten-^ 
sions :— ^^ For the love of heaven, 'madam,"* 
pursued Mrs. Temple, "write to. my dear 
^^ lady, and endeavour to dissuade her from 
" this ruinous project. The man is a pro- 
^^ fligate, and a heejiy, low-minded adven- 
"turer. He will not leave' my lady a gui- 
'^ nea ; and the disgrace 6f such a connection, 
'^ will be worse than any thing that has yet 
'^ happened. Tell her, that the news camb 
•^ to you by public report; tell her, that 
'^ the wretch to whom she would entrust her 
^' person and property, bears the most ncH 
^^ torioiis bad character ; — ^and dbn*t fear, 
^^ madam, in so doing, to assert what is not 
" true. I have the most positive informa- 
^^ tion that he is completely worthless.^ 
*^ Write' immediately, I beseech you— If 
" any thing cjari save her, it will be your 
** representations.** 

What a new source of disturbance was 



hmt tqpoied for a^ dsogbter dlspmdkto bif 
8o affiictiaaaAe^ s^datifii), si»^ ifaMnly^ k- 
tawted in her: nlot3ier%: bapfikuM^I 1^^ 
with diBmajT) . aiiA but t6o justiy> distruslM 
of her own influence^ she' hesttMed Imxg 
whedier to' hazi^ die int«ff{^i»de winch 
Mc«. Temple so uif^tly recbmiaieBAeii 
Yeti ^ if there apptered the remotest piMi^ 
Mjly Hif ito tncoeis^^ w«r sUe . jaeti6Mite' in 
withfa^dingit ^--^Witib afaakiag fiiigen> ttid 
a» agit^ed hearty she^ at lengthy > took yp 
a< p0Bb Noflhiq^: codd be inonr> glE^titl^!; 
m$jw »' l e tpfe e t fal^ . Abqjfh earnest; ttam the 
8^10 itt^whkh^sherwrate';. tor: penuaemts; 
t^^nibtMAm, radter thaw-ttt repmefftMkms', 
9he^ bad reeoatito; attd tiiesA> fawMvef 
•eriena^hejr mi^- be in disapjmdnttidn df 
ftinrritr wew 8o^ sliictfy gaaicUdr^ftefli^iin- 
delica^' tMdafdf^ her mother/ due the 
blMttblesfr mtereesflor^ for' a^pieff*»al>boi>ii; 
toidd^ notliaire ttted^ hmgni^ at cmm^ w»re 
iappltMt fand^iaort^ferrenb 
. This ardwottt tavkiaocompUsheds whldi; 
Wth a^nig^, Adtfk; henelf iadoiMrtedgtfd to 
Wa^nMit bepide«aMiiid*QiithnkM^oli6i • wkk 
atrove to dimmw ^m heF«OttfiftMlWM''ite 



reuuunr of' inquietode that were impifesscd' 
upon ity and desoeoded to the dioing^ 



i^m 



CHAP. XV. 

< 

CONrABULATIMG. 

Tas prudent refulations^adopjted wkhw*' 
gard^to ypuog^Otneiy^'^mho^ provided wih. 
all reqnistte indn^encieBj was nmused .wlMt 
lie* betrayed languor; : or ' tianq^illiaEed ^ and 
aoothed' wbei> hisr countennnco^* denoted^ 
irrilnlHUtf ^---^effectad^. IB a > singula weeki ^ 
^jbange sa obvious in his spyriti^ appetite^ 
ipd-stfengtb) that Dr< IL Ateotttinned his 
oi^ visits, and made, him whoUy.^over to: 
tbedncomparable. uiaaagfiaieBt of ^Mrs. Sp«- 
avervillew 

. About this time^ L^nd lianerdale, a moMi 
fitequmift visitoe' tbaiv ever. in^Cumbeilandr 
Place^ and hourly becoming to everyriodi* 
vidwd there, aanore wdccmie one^ happ^ned^ 
whilst imdnl^ng Lsdy Hanricft wi^^what- 
she loved best vpbiir eaftb^(a -gnie'C^' 
rpiiips)--*t»r .oeeasibn^ the deoiolitita ; ^ a 
litOe XnfimMbf the gift of hef 4tMl £udoeiav 
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• . . .■» 

The novelty of the play-thing being over, 

this was a misfortune which the child f<{und 

• .'•.•■ 

it no very difficult matter to bear with phi- 
losophyr But her indulgenj; father, sorry 
to have deprived her of any thing to which 
she could attach the' slightest value, de- 
termined, on leavfng the house, ' to provide 
her with some compensation. For this pur- 
pose, in his way home, he stopped at his 
sister-in-law's jeweller, and desired to be- 
shewn some childi'en*s trinkets. ' 

Whilst one of the shopmen was'.ofceyihg 
this order, the Earl's eyes accidentally 

rested upon an open case, containing a va- 

• • • • • 

riety of lockets, broaches, and rings. 
Amongst the latter, one, in particular, struck 
hikn ;-^it seemed the' very counterpart' of 
that which he had so lately seen Adela 
meditating to purchase. He took it in his 
hand, and was surveying it with some per- 
plexity, when the niaster of the shop ap- 

• • • • 

proached — . 

" Did you not," said the Earl, «*^ella 
rmg remarkably like this, a few d^ys ago, 
to a lady at-Mr. AnnesJey'sf'* 

The jeweller ' hesitated, sitnpered, and 
looked so ftdt of meaning, that Lord £toer- 
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dale^ unable to, repress bis, curiosity, per- 
sisted in his interrogation^^ till the whole 
mystery (with many respectful injunctions 
^o secresy) was explained. The simple and 
unadorned recital^ went straight to the Earl's 
lireart— ^^ just, and well-principled Adela !" 
he internally exclaimed, ^^ how do I honpu^ 
the quiet and unostentatious self-denial of 
ihis little transaction r He replaced the 
ring> however, with apparent indifTerence ; 
and, having ^elected for Lady Harriet, somq 
|:^iflhig ornament adapted to her agie, quitted 
the shop— firmly resolved, not tft let the 
day close, without finding the means of un** 
guspectedly purchasing again for its recent, 
but transient possessor, the beautifiU: tur^i 
quoise ring. 

He was proceeding slowly down the street^ 
%nd had reached a crossing at whiph a con-% 
{:otirs|e of carnages obliged him to pause^ 
when, looking up, he beheld in one of tho^e 
that were nesurest to him, his friend Mrs. 
^Imer* Their eyes met at the same mo- 
ment; and pulling the check-string^ she, 
ipvited him, with a sniile, to the carriage 

window.-r- 

k. < .' . . . . . • 

/' I do not ask you^'* cried she^ ^[ why I 

VOJU III. o 
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never see you, because I am apprized, that, 
just at present, you are only to be seen mov- 
ing in the same orbit with one particular 
planet. — But make haste, and extend your 
range a little, and shew yourself again in 
our humbler circles, as gay and as agreeable 
to ever."— * 

^ I assure you/* cried he, ^^ that if gayety 
is what you are in quest of, you have had a 
most fortunate escape lately in not behold- 
ing much of ine !— My poor Ossely has been 
at death's door ; and nothing can have been 
less joyous than my feelings during that 
period."— 

» ^^ All that I can believe : but the child is 
now recovering. The.distanee, therefore, at 
which you still remain from every former 
associate, is fio longer the effect of grief, but 
of choice. To isay the truth, I hold it some- 
what disloylal in you, to have recourse in this 
business, to any false pretences. You are in 
love. Lord Ennerdale — all the world knows 
it ; and the surest way to obtain the world's 
applause, is, to glory of)enly in your choicer 

•^ As the world," said he, lai:^hing, " is 
so exceedingly obliging as thus to intenest 
itself in my concerns, I would that it bad 
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the additional benevolence to act as an in- 
tercessor for me with the fair planet round 
Mrhich I am said to be revolving !" 

^^ Oh, yovL, doubtless, are much in want 
of its assistance in that quarter!** cried Mrs. 
£lmer, ironically — " Poor^oul! it is me- 
lancholy to think how few are your recom- 
mendations, and how little is your icbance 
of success !-^But I must now release you# 
I am charged with a very puzzling commis- 
sion, and hopeless as I am of being able to 
Ibxecute it at all, I*dare not renounce the at- 
tempt till I have tried at every shop in Lon- 
don;*— 

*' What is it?'* enquired Lord Enner- 
dale. — 

" My mother," answered Mrs. Elmer, 
•* is in town for a few days, and, lor ray , 
sins, has brought with her, to be repaired, 
this curious, and old-fashioned litQe inlaid 
casket:** and as she spoke, she exhibited 
one of that description at the window. " By 
the value which she..attaches to it, one might 
be tempted to consider it as an heirloom. 
At all events, it is a prodigious favourite i 
and, I very believe, one of my poor mother's 
principal inducements for coming to Lour 

o 2 
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don. But the operation of mending jt^ J 
suspact^ will bjB very troublesonie ; for all 
the trade»men to whom I have hitherto. apr 
plied^ decline haying any concern with rt.** 

^\ Take it/* ?aid the Eart, ^' to Jackson^B^ 
in tl)is street ; I think it not unlikely that 
you may have better success with him/* 
. Much pleased at this prospect, Mr$« El- 
mer was .then bidding him a .final good 
morning, when suddenly recollecting that it 
]was at Jackson's the ring still remained 
livhich he so anxiously desired to procure, he 
stopped her to say— r 

*^ If you drive to the shop I recommend} 
ivill you condescend to. perform a little com* 
mission for me hkewise ?"— • 

'' With pleasure.— What is itf. 

He then described to her the otyect in 
question, entreating her to buy it,^ bs for 
herself, and promising to call for it at her 
{louse that evening, or the ensuing morning*. 

Mrs. Elmer readily, but with a significant 
smila, engaged to comply .with this-^requesty 
and gave orders that her carriage should 
proceed. 

. Enchanted to have put the negociation ia 
train. Lord JSnnerdale walkedron^ and eret 
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he. reached hom6, ^provided himsfelf at k 
«hop where herwa& wholly unknowtt^ ivitfe 
a iurqucttse broach^ exceeding in size and 
Value, - though not perhaps in beauty; thfe 
ring which it was to match. ' 

In the: evening^ Mrs. Elmer^ with a little 
aote of good-humoured, though sarcastic 
import, sent to bis; own mansion the purchase 
which she' liad been directied to make. ^ 

" Iwoiild.nbt/' shewrote^ ^' be accessary 
** to delaying, even for a single evening, the 
^presentation of this elegant little gift to 
" the no less elegant being for^ wHbmf I gdesi^ 
^ it tb be designed. May she, with her 
'* most gracious smiles, accept the offering' 
* i*i)ich I thus early put it ih'your power 

to deposit at her feet! Biit, ah! my 
** Lord, let -her beware tli»t »lio ezHiiilate not 
'^' in its inconstancy the nature of this love-" 
*^ ly^but deceitful genif Its hue^ wer are 
*** told,' is evarieiscent^ May her soft laitr4, 
*^ her niild perfection be of more permaiienl: 
4( ^of unfading stability!** : > 

Lord Ennerdale read this poetic flight 
with a conscious smile, but with nof desig^ 
of disavowing to its arch writer the purpose 
it ascribed to him. He was well asstrred 
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that she would never intentionally betra^ 
him in Cumberland Pkce; and ivherever 
else she might ehuse to publish her conjec>* 
tures, was to him a matter of perfect indif- 
ference, i 
An ehgs^ement which he had no means 
of breakings prevented his repairing to Mrs^. 
Somerville's that evening ; but the following 
mornings he went there to breakfast. t 
Adela and Mr. Somerville, the former 
looking over a Review just brought in, thfe 
latter reading a half dried newspaper, were 
sitting at the tea-table tile-iL4^te. ^ 
Lord Ennerdale inquired if Mrs. Somei^ 
vitle was indisposed ? \ • * 
Adela said that she would be down stairs 
presently^ but having a little head ache, had 
chosen tor ha'M^eliiot in her own apartment. 
She then handed to him some tea ; toM 
him that her sister had a great deal to talk 
16 him about, relating to his little boy and 
|;irl, and afx)l<^ized for not ordering diem 
to be brought down, by hinting that she 
feared their high spirits. Lady Harriet's, at 
least, might be somewhat too much for a 
head already disordered — 

*^ The danger of that," said Lord EmdCD- 
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date^ '^ isj indeed^ unquestionable! Harriet'9 
turbulence^ equals that of the wildest school 
boy. It sometimes^ even independent of my 
apprehension that it should be troublesome 
to Mrs. Somerville^ gives me a little djsqqiet 
on the child's own account. I am alarmed 

w 

lest all this ungovernable love of frolic, should 
degenerate into the boisterousnes» of a convi> 
plete hoyden.'* 

" And yet," said Adela, laughiftg at his 
seriousness, " who half sp guilty. Lord En- 
jierdalcj, of encouraging her passion for sport 
as yourself ?** 

/^ I own it. — But the blandishments of 
childhood are to me irresistible. I oflea 
^corne here,' determined to repress the little 
creature's advances — to preach gentleness 
and tranquillity to her-~to maintain all the 
gravity of paternal decorum. But before I 
have, been in the room half an hour, she 
winds herself round me w^ith s6 petitioning 
a smile — she inyites me, by so many inge-^ 
niouQ wiles, to notice and to play with her^ 
that my resolution fails, and I become as 
;Very a child as she is." — 

" Welli my Lord, cried Adela, ^^ set your 
^heart at rest, however true this representation 

04 
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tnay be. My sister delights in Lady Har- 
rif s animation^ and I can assure you^ that 
weare all quite as much tempted to indulge 
it as yourself. As to her contracting rude 
habits, there can be little danger of that, 
where the disposition is naturally so docile, 
and the heart so afiectionate. A word spok* 
en with mild seriousness, is reproof suffi- 
cient if she ever seems disposed to carry i 
jest too far. To suljenness or obstinacy she 
iis an. utter. stranger ; and the ingenuousness 
with which sh? can be induced to acknow- 
ledge herself in the wrong, has often beeil 
held out as an example worthy of the high- 
est praise and of the closest imitation, to tnf 
sister's own childreii. Impose not upok 
yourself therefore, the irksome task of check- 
ing her frank love of glee; it' can nevd 
be unwelcome td those who are fond of ehilr 
dren, except in moments of indisposition."* 

" That Adela is fond of them,** cried Mi*. 
Somerville, felapsing into his old foible of 
seizing upon any pretence to exalt the merit 
of whatever she said ^or did in Lord Enner- 
dale*s presence, ^* the good nature of this 
apology, I think, sufficiently testifies. 

'Mt is no apology— it is the mere state- 
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ment of a maitter of fact T icried Adela, 
^Iw&yi^ provoked at these indfelieate efforts 
-^^^ I feel riot, that I have any right tb 
|>r€>fess far children a more thati Gommotf 
regard,. -When they are pleasant,- they 
a'muse me ; \^heri they are perversfey Lhave 
as little tolentnce as iriost other peoplfe."-^— ' 

\ Lord Erinerdale had-now gained too much 
insight' into Adela*s eharafcter, to Jisten td 
this disclaiming speech with any surprise i 
biit it recalled to the memory of Mr. So- 
inerville the cbtt tract into which h6 had 
entered, and filled him with concern for 
bot having obselryed it more faithfully*. 
' When Mrs. Somerville came down, and 
had satisfied Lord Ennerdale's anxious en- 
quiries mlating. to her health, shb scrupled 
not to beg, that Adela would put herself 
tinder Mr. Someryille's protection,, and sally 
fbrtii for a walk— 

^f I ani feetot,*' added she, ^^ upon liold- 
ing with my Lord an immediate and undis^*- 
turbed confereni^e; and as you ekn neither 

of you throw any lights upon the subjciets 

we shall discuss, I own, that it would be %'r. 

prodigious relief to ine, to turn you botib 

feirly out of doors."— ^ 

O 5< 
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Thfey laughed at this unceremonious 
ctarationy but nnmediately retreated; and 
Adela prevailed upon her brother-in-law^ 
previous to his accustomed ride, to take two 
or three turns witk her in the Park. 

As soon as tbey were by themselvesj^ 
Mrs. Somerville . relieved Lord Ennerdale 
firoxa the perplexity into which her anxiety 
fisr an immediate conference had thcowii 
him^ by saying-^ 

^^ As you» have done me the honour t<f 

refer to my decision, the most eligible mode 

of disposing, for the next two or three years^ 

of your interesting little boy, and his lighti^ 

iiearted sister^ I am anxious, though at the 

hazard of appearing to you. a little abrupt* 

to state to you my opinion without delay. 

Some time hence, I shall not be in a predir 

eament to converse with you upon the sub^ 

ject, or to take in it any use&l st^. Ye^ 

imagine not* that I am in any haste to part 

with my young guests. Nothing short of 

an absolute injunction from yourself,, should 

yet induce me to resign their guardianship. 

Algernon still demands great watchfulness ; 

Mid that which has hitherto been bestowed 

upon him^ I have had the pleasure of seeing 
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ptosper so well, that it wduld. grieve and 
disappoint me to give him up before his 
fecovery is completed. At this mofnent^ I 
am solicitous oiily to talk oyer plans for the 
future/ not to suggest any alteration in those 
which we are at present pursuing.'*—^ 

^^ You are always/* said the Earl, ^ so^ 
licitous to do that which is wisest and best. 
Speak, dearest Mrs. Somerville — I am all 
impatience to know what you would pro* 
pose,**— • 

^^ But can you,** resumed she, half smil* 
ing, ^' can you bear the plainest sincerity*— 
the* most perfect unreserve ?" 

^^ From you, I shall consider it «s aa 
additional obligation^*— • 

^^ You expect not, I can well believe, 
to hear any thing very shocking, and, in 
truth, I have nothii^ of that nature to 
state. But, my dear Lord ^nnerdale, t 
have attended unremittingly to the dispo- 
sition, as well as to the health, of your 
poor boy almost from the hour he first 
entered this house, and have fully confirmed 
myself in the idea I so early entertained, 
. that his is a character of extreme difficulty to 
. manage* He must not, when his restora- 

06 
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fcoh Is thoroiigbty established,' be comiiiH* 
led ftgain to the directidh of nurs^$ atid 
domestics* His spirit 4s too inipetiolis t^ 
«ubinit to suth control. He will obey no 
Temale whom he does not behold, like me, 
invested with the authority of triistrei^s df 
the house. Yet, his intractability proceieds 
not froih the false dourage of a l^dbadil ; ht 
does not disobey His nursery attendants be«- 
t^au^ he does not fear them ; but becatf se 
his last attendant has implanted in iiim a^t 
-antipathy to female domestic^ in general^ 
-viit} he regards them all, more of l^sl with 
distrust and contempt. Even my faithfUl 
-and ration^ Margaret, he is beginning to 
treat with airs of consequentinl disdain'; 
'fthd the younger women about him," he 
openly defies, and without condescending 
to dispute a point with them, goes on his 
own way, exactly as if he had hot heard 
them.'" 

^ Can aiiy thing,'* ^rifed Lord Ennerdale, 
vexed to 'the sotol,' "be more grievous thaii. 
this account? — ^Yet — ^I will be honest with 

you, Mrs. Somervilie, and acknowled^ 

» ... 

' thkt it surprises far less than it chagrins me. 
"There prevailed^ whilst this boy's ^oor ni*- 




TRAITS OF NATURE. SOI* 

ther was alive, an unhappy system of fa- 
vouritism in our family, the most pernicious 
• • • • ' •- 

in its effects, both immediate, and, I fear^ 

eventual. Harriet was overlooked, and Al- 
gernon overprized. A sense of equity led 
me to revolt against such unjust partiality^ 
and I rather sought to control and repress 
my natural fondness for him, than dared td 
indulge myself in giving it free scope. But 
the bceasional restraint which he found im- 
posed upon him' by me, during our short 
interviews, could not counteract the mischief 
that was hourly doing in the nursery, and 
in his mother's dressing room. There it 
was that the seeds were sown of all this in* 
jiantine arrogance. More than two thirdfs 
of his short life have been spent in the en- 
joyment of boundless indulgence ; and 
when I reflect upon the dreadful contrast 
i/^^hich he recently experienced under the 
barbarous dominion of Manby, I rather 
wonder how it was possible that he should 
siirvive it, than feel the slightest astonish^ 
ment at its ravaging effects. Yet tell me, 
I conjure you tell me, that you do not think 
his temper irremediably injured !** ! ' ^ 
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^^ By no means,** cried Mrs. SomenrUIe; 
" it is only rendered incapable of submit^ 
ting to what is vulgarly denominated petti-^ 
coat government r 

*' But at scarcdy five years old he is too 
young for a school — and I should be almost 
ashamed of asking any man of sense to un- 
dertake the office of tutor to such a baby*" 

*^ Anrf in your place, my lord, I am not 
$ure that so.sh9uld not I!-r-But listen to. a 
plan.which. has lately occurred to me^ and 
^hich appears to me more and more feasi* 
blethe longer T meditate upon it. In the 
village which adjoins to your estate and to 
Mr. Somerville*s, resides, with his mother 
and sister, [a young man who has lately 
taken orders, and aspires to the humble 
office . of curate to our parish minister; 
The mother of this deserving youth, had 
the charge of educating my sister Erington 
and myself, and resided under my father's 
roof, for that purpose, above ten years. 
An- acquaintance of so long standing enables 
me, of course, to speak with, certainty of 
her real character, and never was there a 
more pire, a more respectable, a more 
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f)Iato6less one. Her daughter^ equally well 
intentioned^ though not so highly culti- 
vated^ is^ however^ an admirable domestic 
manager, and ever ready to serve and oblige 
all within her reach 4 The son is univer- 
sally well spoken of for his moral qualities^ 
and^ . I am told^ is an excellent scholar* 
They occupy a small house^ or rather large 
cottage^ on the outskirts of the village. 
The mother's little income^ and some trifle 
inherited from his father by the young 
4nan, frugally maintains them all. These 
excellent souls^ my lord, . it has struck mc^ 
might be induced, on his leaving my house, 
to take charge of your little Algernon. 
They are hot mercenary, yet some addilioa 
to their circumstances mtist be desirable to 
them ; and they would gratefully delight in . 
compljHing with almost any request which 
I could make to them. Should the attempt 
to effect this ncgociation be prosperous, ret 
member that Lord Ossely will only be at , 
the distance of three or four miles from 
JMlordingtooi Castle, and scarcely half so for 
removed from Rosedown Court." 
^ ^ Say no more, my adhnirable friend! '• 
cried the Earl, enchanted. " I thought it 
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but juitt to hear you 1i> thelend, though halt 
th^ indii'cemints which ;yoti have so coinsi-f 
derately enumarated would have sufficed t<» 
determine me. What a weight of anxiety 
you have removed^ from my mind ! Hovi^ 
infinite ahd important aw the obligiationi 
which I Owe you!' Ah, dearlest Mfs.So^ 
merville, bring this meditated plan * to a 
happy . conclusion tis i^peedily as^ y 0U cirfi 
Write/ I beseech you, without delay to the 
deserving family which yoii have descHbed* 
Offer themj on thy part, carte blwkche ,-*J- 
or rather, signify to me yourself the tef m^ 
which I ought to propose to them. — ^But--*- 
for where, will be an end of my encroach-*- 
ments upon yotir generous fpiendship^— biti 
what shall I do with my little Harriet ?* 

*^ Set.allthe wiseiSt and most discerning 
of your female friends to work, in order to 
find pat for her a respectable alid eisperienceJ 
governess. I will pay myself the compti* 
meat of joining their corps, and will add \jb 
theft enquiries, the most diligent researches • 
in my power to make. Should we be suc- 
cessful, you Mrill be exempted firom the pain^^ 
fill s^essity of sending both your children 
from: Jheome ; and 'Prince Hal, as yoii ca& 
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hj^r, may, with profit to her^lf, jtnd plea^ 
mre to you, be a constant inmate with you^ 
as well in London as in the country .r-rAxidj 
uow. Lord Ennerdale,^ let pie hope that you 
will do me the justice; to believe^ I should 
never have volunteered my • opinion thud 
officiously, had I seen that amidst your nu- 
merous connections, you possessed any ad-# 
viser whom yqa were in habits of cotaisultitxg, 
or with whom you apparently fyi^hed to 
discuss this truly important subject*'* . •- 
. ^^ The only individual of my own family,'* 
replied the Earl, ^^ from whom I could ex-- 
pect counsel,, or solicit assistance qn such a 
subject, is Lady Ennerdale* JBut 1 have 
feej^n deterred from applying to. her, by the 
Qpnsciousnei^ that it would be a mortal 
oflfence not to be guided implicitly by her 
judgment whether it accorded with my oww 
feelings, or wholly militated against them» 
I may commit mistake?, but the mortificaw 
tion of 4>si[^overing that I have done so,, lind 
t)i^; trouble of repairing thefii, are perhaps 
preferable tQ being blindly led on — even in' 
thp yjgl^Lt p^th— rat the pereniptory will of 
others. Continue to me, . therefore, dear 
Mrs, Somerrille, the protection which I 'so 
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Toltintarily prize, and trust to the^/meMnH* 
ment I have, that, like mercy, k will prove 
t^ twice blessed;" — ^it will bless you, the 
giver, when you reflect upon' the happy 
consequences which it produces, — and us, 
the receivers, when we experience them.'* 
- ^^ I will humbly hope that it may« But 
now, shall I ring to order Lady Harriet and 
her brother to be brought down ? You have 
not yet, I believe, seen them to*day ?" 

" After so long a conference, you will 
probably be glad if I release you ; I will, 
therefore, run up a moment to them, instead 
of having them brought down to me. Fare* 
well, dearest Mrs. Somerville ; forgive my 
having taken up so large a portion of* your 
morning ; write for me, I entreat, as soon 
as you can, into the country, — and, above 
all, be indulgent to my want of self-denial, 
and as Mr. Somerville has asked me to* din- 
ner, prepare yourself, unless you prohibit 
it, to see me here again at six o'clock." 

^' Terrible !*' exclaimed Mrs. Somerville, 
'^ I really shall be compelled to wish you 
. bad a wife at home, to take tha trouble of 
your conqpany off my hands T 

^^ Would I had, were she but of your 
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<diiising! — But, even then, you would gain 
nothing by it, for my wife would probably 
be as anxious to live in your society as I 
aqd; mysdfr 

Saying this, he ran upstairs to pay a short 
visit to his children.. 

On quitting them, he recollected, as he 
passed the. room in which his recent con- 
versation had been held, that Liady Isabella 
had entrusted him with a message about an 
Opera box which he had omitted to deliver. 
He stepped in again to repair the failure, 
but Mrs. Somerville was gone. The mo- 
ment seemed propitious to his wish of de-* 
positing without being observed, the ring 
and broach which he destined for Adela. 
They were sealed up, and directed to heir in 
^ feigned hand. Her work-box stood upon 
;a marble table, under one of the pier glasses; 
. — into that, he hastily dropped his anony- 
mous offering, threw down the lid, and 
iim mediately quitted the house. 
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